


Aims

 To outline the different stages in writing development 

 To share how writing is taught in our Reception class at SKPS

 To show examples of activities and resources we use to teach 

writing

 To develop parents’ confidence in helping their children with 

writing at home

 To give parents an opportunity to ask questions



What do you need to do to be able to 

write?
To be able to mark make you require many skills! 

To write you need to have good gross motor and fine motor control

You need to have good eye co-ordination 

Need to know that marks convey a meaning

Need to have good phonic knowledge 

Know that words are made of lots of sounds

Being able to sound talk 

Know how sounds look

It is a long process and children need time and the right opportunities and 

support. 

‘Scribbles are products of a systematic investigation, rather than haphazard actions’. 

John Matthews (1999), The Art of Childhood and Adolescence: The Construction of Meaning. London: 

Falmer (p. 19) 



Hand eye co-ordination and muscle 

memory



Gross motor skills



Fine motor skills



Pencil grip





How often does your child see you writing 

at home?

Do you talk about what you are writing?

Do you explain how you are writing? 



For children to write they need to learn 

about the purpose behind it! 

This is where together we are all your child’s role-models! 

Children in their early years learn best through play and imitation. They learn 

about the nature and purpose of writing by: 

Observing adults and other children writing (models of writers). 

Observing and noticing print in their environment (examples of writing). 

Sending and receiving messages – cards, letters, postcards, notes (recognising the 

purposes of writing as sending a message). 

Observing writing in books and other written material (seeing the difference 

between pictures and print). 

Experimenting with mark making and writing themselves (‘having a go’ and 

seeing themselves as writers). 



Value every effort 

“Tell me about your…”



What will children be learning in 

Reception? 
Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

Begins to break the flow of speech into words to help them write. 

Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some 

sounds correctly and in sequence. 

Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

By the end of the Reception year your child should be able to: 

Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken 

sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences 

which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and 

others are phonetically plausible. 



Ideas for developing writing at home

Shopping lists

Writing in sand, paint, playdough

Writing outside in the mud- using sticks

Have a clipboard and pen for hunting for words 

around your house

Using pegs, threading tools, scissors to develop fine 

motor skills

Make small books to create their own stories

Fold paper over to make cards

Drawing their own track for their cars to drive on

Tracing over your writing

Colouring and making their own patterns

Set up a mini writing station 





Thank you!!!

 Thank you for showing your enthusiasm for your 

child’s learning by coming to this workshop.

 We want to work together to provide the best 

learning for your child.


