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Welcome
It is with great delight that 
I write this introduction to 
Equus ’18. It will of course 
be my last input into Equus 
as I leave The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy Trust at the 
end of this academic year.

I can reflect with great Pride in Our Success since we opened 
the Academy in 2009 and the Primary School in 2015. It has 
been quite a journey and at the heart of it all has been the 
determination to provide an outstanding education for all the 
young people within our care. 

We started the Academy in September 2009 with 300 11-16 
students and we now have well over 900 students 11-18. We 
are very popular and oversubscribed at both SKA and SKPS. 
This last academic year at SKA we achieved the very best GCSE 
results we have ever attained and most recently, in September 
2018, SKPS achieved an excellent Ofsted report to sit alongside 
the 2016 Outstanding report for SKA. Ofsted of course is not the 
only measure of success and achievement, but we are proud of 
these reports. Alongside the academic progress that our pupils 
and students make we are equally proud of the many and varied 
opportunities which are open to them and which enable them to 
experience the world and to fly high. Equus highlights the richness 
of these opportunities and the way in which our pupils and 
students have risen to the challenge and excitement of learning 
and doing new things! 

This year, we took our first ever group of students on a trip of a 
lifetime to China and I had the great pleasure of greeting them at 
Beijing airport, and 44 students travelled to the South of Austria 
to Nassfield for our annual ski trip during February half term. 
There have been some fantastic sporting achievements this year 
as our PE department continues to grow, including our gymnastics 
team winning four medals at the Kent Gymnastics Games and 
our Junior Girls’ Football team winning the league. Our very new 
Year 7 have produced an unbeaten Netball team. There has also 
been a record number of 72 Year 9 students taking part in the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award and we could not have done 
this without the support of staff.

Links between SKA and the international and local community 
is continuing to grow. In May, drama students set up our first live 
link with a school in Gaza to deepen student’s cultural, political 
and social aspects of their GCSE work and our Sixth Form students 
have recently raised £2,400 for two local charities (Nourish 
Community Foodbank and Taylor Made Dreams) as part of their 
International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme. As our 
Sixth Form grows in both student numbers and the number of 
subjects we offer, we have our first Oxbridge applicant and all 
of our Sixth Form students are applying for places at university, 
apprenticeships and work. 
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I continue to represent the Academy Trust as a member of the 
global Board of the International Baccalaureate, welcoming 
delegates in Mandarin for the 50th anniversary Heads’ conference 
in Singapore. I also spoke at the British Council School in Madrid 
on UK and international education. More recently I have joined 
the Board of UCAS. In all of these activities SKA and SKPS remain 
at the forefront of my thinking as to how these relationships can 
benefit our pupils, students and staff.

I will leave the Academy Trust with great sadness in July. It has 
been part of my life for so very long and such a great adventure. 
I am hugely grateful to The Skinners’ Company and The Skinners’ 
School for their support over the years, the governors of both 
schools, staff who have come and gone, many still with us, and of 
course the very wonderful young people, who have made me smile 
often. I know that SKA and SKPS will go from strength to strength 
in the future. The foundation stones have been firmly set. I am 
enormously proud of what we have collectively achieved over the 
last decade - many young people have had the courage to Come 
to the Edge, and supported by superb staff, have flown high. May 
many more do so in the coming years. It is why we do what we do.

Sian Carr
Executive Principal, The Skinners’ Kent Academy

A “happy, harmonious 
and hard-working 
school” – Ofsted report, 
11 October 2018 
We were delighted and proud to 
share our first ever Ofsted report 
after being judged as Good with 
Outstanding elements in both 

Leadership and Management and Early Years Provision, 
following a two day inspection on 25 and 26 September 2018. 
The rating represents the hard work that has taken place since 
SKPS opened three years ago and the commitment from the 
SKPS community, pupils, staff, parents and governors.

The report encapsulates the journey we have been on since 
September 2015 and highlights the ongoing hard work to 
make SKPS the very special school it is. Our pupils were superb 
throughout the inspection and the report makes clear how 
impressed the inspector was by their attitude, their curiosity, their 
desire to learn and their care for each other and their world. The 
SKPS team will continue to work tirelessly towards achieving our 
next steps and to provide the best possible education for all pupils 
in our care as we now embark on our fourth year.

In September we welcomed 30 new pupils to our Early Years 
(Reception Class), and our Year 4 class, which this time last year 
had 15 pupils, and has now grown to 28 pupils. It is hard to 
believe that four years ago we wrote in Equus about the opening 
of our primary school with 31 pupils, and here we are with 148 

Welcome
pupils and growing! Intakes in September 2019 and 2020 will 
see the school to full capacity, with all classes in place then from 
Reception through to Year 6.

From September through to January, we offer tours to 
prospective September intake families, and the overriding 
feedback from them, and from other visitors to our site, is the 
calm atmosphere in our school, the attentiveness of our pupils 
and how smart, proud and confident our pupils are. We pride 
ourselves on our vision for our school and our expectations for 
our pupils, and this is clearly reflected in the comments received 
from those who visit. We constantly strive to see how we can 
improve and develop to be the best that we can be.

The widely reported national issues affecting education – 
shortage of teachers, budgetary constraints, mental health 
concerns for both adults and children – make managing a school a 
challenge with ever shifting priorities. Our clearly defined visions 
and values give us a firm anchor amidst these challenges, and the 
support we receive from our Governors, The Skinners’ Company, 
SKPS families and the local community is invaluable.

Our Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) elected a 
new Committee for this academic year, and by the time you read 
this, will have held their first whole school Winter Event. The 
previous Committee held several very successful events, including 
a Summer Fair, a disco for pupils and a Royal Street party. The 
latter was particularly well timed as it was the weekend before 
my own wedding! On that note, I would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for all the good wishes and kindness shown to myself 
and Mr Wyatt, we were overwhelmed and very appreciative.

Links within our community are expanding. We link with local 
schools to share ideas, moderate work, host and participate in 
meetings and two members of staff have been into other schools 
to run workshops for their staff on mental health and wellbeing. 
Kent High Weald Trust and Dandara continue to invest in our forest 
school, both in terms of resources and training for our staff and our 
parent volunteer. This has enabled us to include Forest School as 
part of our curriculum for all year groups, and the pupils all benefit 
from this and thoroughly enjoy the experience. Local organisations, 
mSporti, Les Puces French Club, The Spanish Conversation Club, 
StudioNDance, Music Station and Nxtgen Judo all offer clubs at 
our school. High5Sports run an activity club on site during school 
holidays which maximises the use of our site as an all year round 
venue. We have strong links with Nourish, St Philips Church, Trinity 
Arts, Nuffield Health and John Lewis, all of whom have supported 
us with activities and assemblies.  We are extremely grateful to all 
organisations who have links with us, as their support and input 
enables us to offer great opportunities for our pupils.

We are extremely proud of all we have achieved here at SKPS to 
date and are determined to build on this and continue to deliver 
an inclusive and outstanding education to all. 

Gemma Wyatt
Headteacher, Skinners’ Kent Primary School



PAGE 4

Gymnastics Competition
Following success at the district Key Steps Gymnastics 
festival in April 2018, our two teams attended the county 
final at Maidstone on 19 June 2018. 

This was the first district competition that our school 
had taken part in, so we were very proud of our pupils, 
particularly as they came seventh out of all the Kent schools 
who participated. Well done team SKPS!

Skinners’ Kent  
Primary School

Skinners’ Xmas Party
The Skinners’ Company hosted a fantastic Christmas party in 
December 2017 for Years 2 and 3 at Skinners’ Hall in London.

It was a great opportunity for the pupils to experience 
Skinners’ Hall with the SKPS Chair of Governors, Annabelle Baird. 
Pupils dressed in their party clothes and had a great time – there 
was face painting, balloon making, an entertainer and Christmas 
party food!  

Woodland Learning
All pupils take part in woodland learning sessions run by 
our woodland learning team. 

The pupils take part in activities including wood carving, 
den building, lighting fires, climbing trees and drinking hot 
chocolate!

The party at Skinner’s Hall

SKPS pupils having a fantastic festive time

All smiles during woodland learning

Our winning gymnasts
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Royal Wedding Street Party
On Friday 18 May 2018, Jane Ashton, the High Sheriff of Kent, who represents 
the Queen in our county, visited SKPS.

She attended and led a whole school British values assembly, which included a 
celebration for the Royal Wedding.

This was followed by a street party in the playground, organised by the PTFA, 
for pupils and their families.  The sun shone, ‘Prince Harry and Megan’ made a 
brief visit and everyone had a great time!

Year 3 Stone Age Day
Year 3 had a Stone Age Day as part of their IB PYP unit of inquiry ‘properties 
and changes of matter provide opportunities and challenges’.

Pupils (and teacher!) came dressed in Stone Age outfits.  It was a fun day, with 
pupils taking part in Stone Age activities including foraging for food, cooking stew, 
making tools and building homes!

They also used a range of tools and techniques to create their own Stone Age 
models at home.

A right royal feast during our street party

Pupils dressed in their Stone Age outfits

These two special guests look a little bit familiar!

One of the Stone Age models
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Mind Fitness training for the SKPS team
During Term 6 members of the SKPS team took part in Mind Fitness training run by the 
charity Mind.

The training gave the staff valuable tools and strategies to use to support the mental health 
and well-being of all pupils within school including mindfulness, yoga, being active, how to 
care for themselves and how to connect with others.

ITV broadcasts live from SKPS for our Daily Mile
At SKPS we encourage pupils to have a healthy lifestyle and to be more active. As part of this, we registered online to 
participate in the Daily Mile to show pupils the benefits of being active for 15 minutes a day.

Imagine our excitement when ITV rang us and asked if they could feature this initiative on Good Morning Britain by broadcasting 
live from our school!

It was a fantastic experience for all involved. We have found that the Daily Mile has a very positive impact in the classroom, 
with pupils’ concentration levels much improved.

African 
workshop
In April 2018, pupils in Years 1 
and 2 took part in an African 
Drumming Workshop. 

This started with a whole 
school assembly for all pupils, 
followed by the workshop.  Each 
pupil had their own drum and 
both year groups took part in 
a combined dance and music 
session at the end.  The morning 
was full of energy with pupils and 
staff drumming and dancing!

SKPS pupils taking part in our ‘Daily Mile’

Some of our talented drummers

Our SKPS mindfulness display
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Dinosaur 
workshops:  
Jurassic Park 
comes to 
SKPS!
Years 1 and 2 took part in a 
dinosaur workshop where 
they learnt many facts about 
dinosaurs and went digging for 
bones and fossils.

Following this, the whole 
school attended an assembly 
with not one but two life-size 
dinosaur puppets joining them 
– a seven-week-old dinosaur 
ca l led  Jack  and an adult 
dinosaur called Millie.

There was lots of excitement 
from the pupils and staff!  

Balance-ability helps 
keep SKPS pupils 
healthy
Balance-ability is the UK’s first and only 
accredited learn to cycle programme for 
children under six years old.

It has been specially designed to teach 
children the importance of keeping active 
and healthy from a young age through fun 
courses.  

Reception Class and Year 1 took part in this 
during the last academic year.

PTFA EYFS 
teddy bears’ 
picnic
On 21 September 2018, the 
PTFA hosted a teddy bears’ 
picnic in the hall

This was to help welcome 
all our new September 2018 
intake pupils, their families... 
and their teddy bears, of 
course!

Years 1 and 2 pupils meeting one of the incredibly life-like dinosaurs

Learning valuable cycling skills with Balance-ability

Digging for fossils in the dinosaur workshopBears were welcome at our special picnic
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Celebrating  
10 years of SKA

One of my memories is from the very first 
day of SKA. Sian spoke to the students in 
their brand-new uniforms and told them 
that they could achieve anything that they 
set their hearts on. Sian had an absolute 
vision for the new school. Not just the 
building but the staff, the students and the 
whole ethos of SKA.

Sitting with Sian and hearing the Ofsted 
Inspector’s words that we had achieved 
outstanding in every category is one of my 
favourite memories. I could not look at her, 
as I knew that we were both fighting back 
the tears. The vision had been achieved. 

It has been a huge privilege for me to be 
involved with the amazing project that has 
been and is SKA. I have learned so much. 
Thank you Sian. 
Lynda Myers Vice Chairman of Governors 
at SKA

My proudest moment as a student at SKA 
was delivering a speech before a large 
group of parents and prospective students 
during an Open Event.

Here, I was able to showcase my pride and 
enthusiasm for the Academy. Two values 
that I learnt and adopted from Sian.
Yasmeen Soudani Former Head Girl

As both a student and staff member I have 
had a brilliant journey throughout my time 
at The Skinners’ Kent Academy.

Watching the Academy grow from the 
start to where it is now and how it helped 
shape me as a person is something I will 
never forget.

The staff, students and community as 
a whole were a pleasure to be a part of 
and something that I greatly miss and it 
goes without saying that none of it would 
be possible without the staff but also the 
Executive Principal, Sian Carr.

Sian strives to gain the best resources 
and learning environments for students 
and this is something that will always be 
remembered. It was great to work alongside 
her and have her as my headteacher. 
Adam Bannister SKA Alumnus

Official opening of the Academy

Whole school trip to the ParalympicsSKA’s first birthday

Groundbreaking ceremonyTopping out ceremony



PAGE 9

In almost every assembly with Mrs Carr, 
she reads us a poem.

The poem has particularly stuck with me 
as someone who is afraid of failing as it 
always reminds you to sometimes just take 
the leap. All students will always remember 
this poem as it highlights the journey we 
have been on together at SKA:
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We can’t, we’re afraid!” they responded.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We can’t, We will fall!” they responded.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
And so they came.
And he pushed them.
And they flew.” (Guillaume Apollinaire)
Rosalind Carvell Sixth Form Student

Having known Sian since the start of the 
2009 Academic Year, being a former pupil, 
Learning Mentor, Teaching Assistant and 
now Teacher at SKA, it’s clear to see the 
difference that one person can have on 
not just myself, but the community we 
surround ourself in.

I’ve witnessed the school develop into 
something quite amazing, something that 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
leadership and guidance of Sian over the 
last 10 years. For my own development, the 
development of the community she’s built 
within the Academy, I can’t thank her enough.
Ben Woodroofe SKA Alumnus and Teacher 

From old to new

Year of Outstanding Ofsted rating

I have many happy memories of my eight 
years as a Governor and then Chairman 
of Governors at SKA and also the Trust 
including SKPS.

The most memorable moment must 
be the OFSTED Inspector telling Sian 
that she was recommending that the 
Academy be graded Outstanding in every 
category.

This was such a reward for all the 
exceptional work done by Sian and the 
SKA team, the governors, staff, students and 
their parents led and inspired by Sian.
R i c h a rd  S ax  P rev i o u s  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Governors

Farewell in July 2018 to Craig Bull who joined 
the Academy in April 2012 as Assistant 
Vice Principal Head of Junior House and 
in September 2015 became Vice Principal 
taking on both an academic and pastoral 
focus within that role. Farewell too to 
Matthew Tompkins, SKA’s Principal since 
2015, having arrived at SKA in September 
2010 as Vice Principal for all matters pastoral.

We thank them both for their service 
to the Academy and for ensuring many 
students achieved their potential and went 
on to bright and interesting futures. Huge 
thanks for their contribution to the journey 
of SKA over the past decade. Craig Bull Matthew Tompkins
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Expressive 
Arts
Drama students 
perform in ‘Alice’ 
at Trinity Theatre
Three GCSE Drama students developed and expanded 
their knowledge and skills within Drama and Theatre, 
by being members of the local Youth Theatre at Trinity 
Theatre this year.
At the beginning of February, James 
Barr, Aisha Coombs and Charlotte 
Mealing took to the Trinity stage 
with leading roles in their Youth 
Theatre production of ‘Alice’ with 
several members of staff from the 
Academy supporting and enjoying the 
performance on the evening.

They were in for a treat as the 
adaptation of Lewis Caroll’s classic tale 
Alice in Wonderland was retitled ‘Alice’ 
and penned by Laura Wade. The tale 
was not what you would traditionally 

expect as the caterpillar appeared as a 
border control officer, the Cheshire cat 
was an embarrassing shadow of Austin 
Powers and Humpty Dumpty was your 
least-favourite teacher at school.

Jason Lower, who directed the 
production, reminds us, “Youth theatre 
productions are often as professional 
and entertaining as professional ones.” 
The performance was a wonderful 
experience for our students to have 
been involved in and the Academy is very 
proud of them for treading the boards. 

Drama students 
inspired by 
international link 
with Gaza
Ye a r  1 0  d ra m a  s t u d e n t s  t o o k  a n 
unusual approach to facilitating and 
inspiring their GCSE drama course work 
this year. 

They started by looking at the power 
of drama and how it can help support 
communication, language barriers and the 
wider development of learning English. 
After hearing about the playwriting 
competition that the Hands Up project ran 
in Gaza (a project set up with over thirty 
different groups of children in Gaza, the 
occupied West Bank and refugee camps in 
Syria and Jordan) the Academy contacted 
them to see if a live link could be formed 
with a school.

On Wednesday 21 February, the class was 
treated to watching a performance live from 
the classroom of an UNRWA (United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency) school where the 
all-female class performed ‘Window onto 
the Outside’, which is a story of two Gazan 
girls who are living in conflict. Students 
at the Academy performed extracts from 
‘Educating Rita’ and answered questions 
about it.

Nathan (Year 11 student at the Academy) 
said, “It was really inspiring seeing the 
creativity in such an oppressed situation. 
Truly amazing.” In addition, Millie (also 
Year 11) said, “Their performance was very 
moving, as was their enthusiasm and drive 
to achieve.”

L i n k i n g  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Baccalaureate Programme, this was an 
exciting opportunity and we continue to 
create world links to encourage students to 
understand the connections between their 
subjects and the rest of the world.

James Barr

Students linking live to Gaza

Aisha Coombs Aisha Coombs
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Artist’s visit from Melanie Berman
On Tuesday 18 September, a local 
artist, Melanie Berman, visited Year 
11. 

Born in Surrey, Melanie now works 
and lives in East Sussex. Berman is an 
abstract expressionist painter working 
in oils, acrylic and mixed media and 
she is inspired by the countryside, 
nature, patterns and colour. Berman 
says, “Shapes and colour became an 
important language from an early 
age as words made no sense until 
the ‘world of words’ was unlocked 

through perseverance, shapes were 
a more natural way to communicate 
and express as they filled in the gaps.” 

The students were presented with 
a slide show of her background and 
examples of her work. This was 
followed by a colour pencil and 
masking tape workshop where the 
students created lovely studies of 
colour and shape. The art department 
would like to thank Melanie for her 
time and the wonderful workshop 
she presented.

Year 10 Art Trip to the 
Turner Contemporary
On Thursday 26 April, Year 10 Art students 
visited this art gallery in Margate.

The students spent the morning engaging 
with the exhibitions through reading, writing, 
analysing and drawing tasks. They spent lunch 
on the great steps braving the sea winds and 
explored the beachfront by finding seaside 
treasures. The highlight of the trip for many of 
the students was watching the Antony Gormley 
sculpture emerge from the waves as the tide 
went out. The gallery staff commended the 
students’ excellent behaviour and the Academy 
would like to thank the students, Mrs Forde 
for organising the trip and Mr Willoughby, Mrs 
Griffiths and Mr Johnson for a wonderful and 
successful day.

Ceramic celebration
Year 9 and 10 students designed and made a 
sculpture celebrating Our Community which 
was unveiled on the Academy roof terrace on 
Monday 18 June to parents, students, staff 
and guests.

A huge thank you to The Arts Society Pantiles 
who funded the project and to Deborah 
Tompsett, a local ceramic artist, for her 
inspiration and expertise with the project. Thank 
you also to Mrs Griffiths who set up the project 
and helped the students from the planning 
stages through to the making of the sculpture.

SKAFest 2018 was our strongest 
talent production ever
The 2018 SkaFest Showcase clearly demonstrated the wealth of talent within 
the Academy and the Expressive Arts Faculty. We are extremely proud of 
all our students who rehearsed tirelessly in order to put on what was our 
strongest production yet.

 Performances included cheerleading, gymnastics, dance, drama, Junior 
and Senior Rock Band and a variety of solo and smaller ensemble musical 
performances. Well done to everyone involved!

Students enjoying the gallery’s exhibitions

Students with their ceramic sculpture on the roof terrace

Just one of the incredible acts taking part in SKAFest 2018 

An exhibition of GCSE artworks
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Sport
Another wonderful year 
of SKA sporting prowess
Students have represented the academy in a wide range 
of sports this year including football, netball, basketball, 
athletics, cricket, cheerleading and gymnastics.
This year has also seen the introduction of new alternative sports such as 
handball, tri-golf and kinball.

The new Year 7 cohort have shown an excellent commitment to sport with the 
year 7 football and netball teams winning a high number of their matches. This 
year students will compete in an international tournament in Italy for the first 
ever Academy sports tour which all staff and students are looking forward to. We 
wish all sports teams the best of luck moving forward. 
Miss Kent Head of PE

SKA gymnastics team wins four medals 
at the Kent Gymnastics Games
On Tuesday 20 March, The Skinners’ Kent Academy gymnastics team had a 
fantastic day at the Kent Gymnastics Games.

Four members of the team were awarded with medals including Kayleigh 
Letts, who won a Gold medal, Amie Cooper, who won a Silver medal and both 
Robyn Flannigan and Isobel Ames were awarded with a Bronze medal for their 
performances. The girls performed exciting vaults and great routines and they 
were a credit to the whole Academy.

Junior Girls’ Football 
win the League
The Junior Girls’ Football Team were hard 
at work before the Easter holidays this year, 
showing incredible commitment on the last 
day of term.

They won three out of the three matches 
on Thursday 29 March, winning the 
tournament against St. Gregory’s Catholic 
School and Knole Academy. This was a 
fantastic achievement and resulted in the 
team winning the league. Congratulations!

Junior Sports Day

Perfect poise

Brilliant balance

Some of the Junior Girls’ Football team members

Views of Junior Sports Day

Views of Junior Sports Day

Views of Junior Sports Day

The SKA gymnastics team
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Trip to Ardeche was an 
amazing adventure
At the end of the summer term, 44 students travelled to 
the Ardeche in the South of France for a week of adventure.

Students enjoyed swimming, canoeing and kayaking in the 
Ardeche Gorge as well as a night under the stars bivouacking. 
There was also a visit to the world famous Chavet Caves 
where students were able to visit an amazing reconstruction 
of the cave paintings that were found in a cave system near 
to the Ardeche River.

The students were a credit to the Academy and were 
described as ‘the best group this year’ by their instructors.

Media Team write up of 
Senior House Sports Day
On Tuesday 17 July, Senior houses participated in Sports Day 
with the events of shot put, javelin, long jump, high jump, 80m 
sprint, 200m, 400m and 800m track.

The winning house was Darwin with a total of 491 points, 
followed by Franklin with 452 points and then Brunel with 
422 points. The whole day had a supportive and competitive 
atmosphere encouraging the students to carry on and even the 
teachers did their fair share of sports in a merciless game of tug 
of war! Special recognition to Davina Jasper, Lottie Thomas and 
Fairson Moreno Soares for their spectacular contribution to 
their respective houses by winning three or more events. Abby 
Quinnell and Annie Miller, who achieved first and third place 
in the 80m sprint, said, “We were enthusiastic and optimistic!” 
There was an extra shimmering addition to Sports Day this year 
and Rosie Hobbs said, “At least there was glitter everywhere”. 
There was also a media team, and Leo Collins said, “Photography 
really was a blast!”

The teachers also put their best foot forward in a relay event. 
Miss Duffy said, “You blinked and you missed me!”

Competing in the tug of war

Boys competing in a relay race

Taking instruction beside the water

Learning essential kayaking skills

Beautiful scenery in the Ardeche Gorge 

Girls competing in a relay race
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Year 7 Dragons’ 
Den Dunorlan 
Festival Challenge
On Friday 13 July, Year 7 students took part 
in The Dragons’ Den challenge with the task 
of creating a product or service which could 
be used at a festival.

Throughout the day, students set up 
their company, promoted and defined 
their product or service and prepared their 
pitches to the Dragons. After voting for a 
winning team from each House Tutor group, 
six teams presented their pitches to the 
Dragons in front of nearly 200 people. 

The four Dragons were: Emily Drew, 
previous  Community  and Business 
Development Manager at the Academy; 
Guy Evans, Solicitor at Thomson Snell & 
Passmore; Andre Van Zijl, Area Director for 
Metro Bank; and Simon Harris, Enterprise 
Coordinator for West Kent Partnership. 

Congratulations to the winning team, Kit 
De Festival, who created a festival survival 
pack and well done to all Year 7 students 
for taking part, producing great ideas and 
showing fantastic teamwork throughout 
the day!

Thank you also to Metro Bank for 
donating prizes to the winning team and to  
Thompson Snell & Passmore for sponsoring 
the event.

Enterprise
Welcome from our new Head of Enterprise
As the new Head of Enterprise Faculty, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to the students and parents of The Skinners’ Kent Academy.
I am very excited to be given the opportunity to work in and 
lead such a successful Faculty, one which has supported so many 
young people to go on to be successful in their lives and this is 
something I am wholly committed to building upon.

I have been a teacher since graduating from Chichester 
University in 2009 and prior to starting at SKA, I worked at 
another local West Kent School for nine years. During this time, 
I held a number of roles of responsibility including Deputy Head 
of Mathematics and Leader of Pastoral Care. Having worked in 
both the pastoral and academic sides of education, I am looking 
forward to combining these as Head of Enterprise Faculty. I have a 
love of Mathematics and being able to teach this subject to young 

people every day is an absolute privilege. I particularly enjoy 
the practical applications of the subject and feel it is crucial that 
young people leave school knowing mathematics exists beyond 
the classroom. As a Faculty, my team and I will ensure that the 
young people in our care have a broad understanding of how 
Mathematics, Computer Science, Business and Finance fit into 
the world around them.   

I am looking forward to the future building upon the Faculty’s 
success thus far, broadening students’ experiences through 
developing an exciting and enriching extra-curricular offer and 
would very much welcome parental involvement in this. 
Mr Blinkhorn Head of Enterprise

The winning team, Kit De Festival, who created a festival survival pack

Presenting a pitch to the panel of Dragons… …who were very impressed with all the ideas!
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Year 12 Young 
Enterprise 2016/17
From September 2017, our Year 12 Enterprise 
team started their  bus iness ,  L ignum  
Perplexum.

The team consisted of five members who 
developed the skills they need for the future 
including managing money, setting up and 
running a real business and gaining the 
confidence to speak at public events and meet 
new people.

“I was the Co-Managing Director of the Young Enterprise team Lignum 
Perplexum. This was an extremely rewarding experience as it taught us that 
although we may all have different opinions and approaches to an issue, we 
can still overcome these issues as a group. This experience demonstrated to 
me the importance of teamwork in the face of diversity; although we faced 
obstacles along the way, we were able to overcome these as a team with the 
help of Mr Breen.” Rosalind Carvell

“During my time participating in the Young Enterprise Programme, I was 
able to enhance my confidence in public speaking through competing in the 
West Kent Public Speaking Competition. As a team, we had the challenge to 
choose one question out of five and create a secure, strong argument that 
debated and argued your view on the chosen question: ‘Executive pay has 
been ratcheted up so high that it is impossible to see a credible link between 
remuneration and performance.  Should executive pay be controlled?’ posed 
by Iain Wright, Chairman of CEIS.”  Joshua Tweddle 

“Taking part and being Co-Managing Director in Young Enterprise helped me in 
many different ways with my confidence and attitude. Our product was home 
signs and we started by making laser cut signs.  One of our biggest challenges 
was when the laser cutter broke so therefore just before Christmas, we had 
to regroup and get new ideas and we decided to make and sell string signs.” 
Sydney Bourne 

“While taking part in Young Enterprise, I found the marketing particularly 
enjoyable as I got very involved in social media as well as the Human Resources 
department. Getting Santa Claus in Royal Victoria Place to have a photo 
with our product to help advertise our signs was a particular highlight of the 
experience as it pushed my team and myself to be more outgoing and seize 
opportunities when they present themselves.” Samuel Phippen

“I learnt a lot in the Young Enterprise Company Programme. By learning to 
create a business, we understood the core principals of the work place and 
team player skills. It is an excellent experience to have and show on your 
personal statement and CV for universities and employers to see.” Finley Love

The Year 12 Young Enterprise team

Making Christmas signs

Santa helping us advertise A substitute string sign
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Science &  
Technology

Food Preparation & Nutrition
It has been a successful year in the Food Preparation and 
Nutrition department with great achievements from our 
students.

One highlight was our competition with afternoon teas in 
Year 8, students worked brilliantly together in teams and the 
food dishes produced as a result were spectacular. We also 
had another great year with our SKA Bake Off, where students 
were engaged in a wide range of activities to support their 
development. Students in Years 7 and 8 worked well building 
on their cooking skills and nutritional knowledge, whilst having 
fun adapting their recipes. 

As we look ahead to the future, we have a French cuisine trip 
to Normandy in France for three nights, which is already fully 
booked.
Mrs Draper Head of Food Preparation & Nutrition

Welcome from 
our new Head 
of of Science & 
Technology
I am a qualified and experienced 
science teacher with more than 15 years 
teaching British curriculum in the UK and 
internationally.
I worked as a Head of Science as well as a Physics teacher 
for GCSE and A level for the past seven years in one of the 
international British schools in Egypt. I have also worked as a 
science teacher at GCSE level for four years in different schools 
in Kent.

I have also worked closely with Sunderland University 
as international and in-country mentor for International 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (IPGCE) students over the 
past five years.
Mrs Douma Head of Science and Technology

Trinity Theatre Youth 
Project
I really enjoyed this experience as there were lots of 
activities including editing the script, making costumes 
and face painting.

On the first day, we were looking at the script and gathered 
images and songs related to Madagascar. We also had to 
design a mood-board related to the movie; this included 
finding animal photos and colours that were shown in the 
movie. On the second day, I was designing  costumes and my 
design included a giraffe head piece with a yellow costume 
with dark orange/brown spots on it.

On the third day of the task, we finished making our set 
design and this was probably one of the best activities. I 
really liked this practical as it involved a lot of creativity 
and I worked on this with another girl from Tunbridge Wells 
Grammar School for Girls (TWGGS).

On the fourth day, we were doing face painting and on the 
fifth day, we came to do the task at the Academy and we 
made papier-mâché boulders for a stage prop.

On the last day of this whole project, I helped by 
making palm leaves and a pretty painting. Overall, this is 
one of the best experiences I had ever done and I would 
definitely recommend this to anyone who wanted to do 
this. Ava Davis

A very colourful swiss roll!

An afternoon tea selection Delicious savoury pasties
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A year of change for the 
Science department
It was a year of change for the Science department last 
year. We said goodbye to Mrs James and Mrs Owen at 
Christmas, so they could spend more time with their 
families, and we wish them and their families all the best 
for the future. At Easter, Mr Coffey returned to his 
native Canada and in the summer Miss Frias returned 
to Madrid.

We also welcomed a new addition to the extended family 
of the Science department, with Mrs Hunter giving birth to 
her daughter Annabella.

At the beginning of this year, we welcomed new staff 
including Mrs Douma, who has taken over the Head of 
Faculty post, Mr Singh who is a Physics specialist, Mr Hartley 
and Miss Hipwell who are Biology specialists and Mr Reid 
who specialises in Chemistry.

The other change this academic year was the new 9-1 
curriculum, with our first cohort going through the new 
exams last summer. It was a very nervous department in 
August, as well as the students who awaited the results. 
However we need not have worried as the department  did 
very well, with 66% of the students gaining a grade 4 or 
above, 49% a grade 5 or above and 12%  a grade 7 or above. 
This was on top of our nine single Science students who all 
achieved grade 5 or above in all three single Sciences, with 
one student gaining our first grade 9 in Physics.

With new staff and our exam success in the summer, we 
look forward to another year of achieving excellent grades 
for our students. Mr Whitehead Head of Science

Year 10 Berlin Trip 22-25 October: a really great experience 
The Berlin Trip was very enjoyable. Every corner you turned 
there was some architecture, nature or design that was 
standing out.

We visited places such as the Berlin TV Tower, the Olympic 
Stadium, the Berlin Wall Memorial, the Reichstag, Sony Centre and 
the  Alexanderplatz. Every attraction had something intriguing and 
unique about it. For example, the Holocaust War Memorial was 
very interesting  as each stone slab was individual  and different in 
size. This was a tribute to the Jews that died as a result of Hitler’s 
Final Solution, genocide of the Jews during World War II.

We also visited small areas such as museums, a vintage car 
show, a gaming museum and shopping centres. It was very 
interesting seeing the different sights of Berlin and exploring a 
variety of areas. Being around friends made the experience a lot 
more entertaining! The Berlin trip was very engaging with, and 
related to, our learning in aspects such as History and Design 
Technology. Annabelle Daniels

After a very early wake up call and a short flight from Heathrow, 
we started visiting the sights Berlin had to offer including the 
Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag and the beautiful Garden of 
the World, which had many different areas dedicated to all 
corners of the globe.

The next day, having had a much needed rest, we visited 
Checkpoint Charlie, a Cold War era US checkpoint which had 
lots of artefacts and items used during the period, including a 
journalist’s camera, and The East Side Gallery, where artists had 
created murals along the remnants of the Berlin Wall. Finally that 
day, we visited the Berlin TV Tower, the tallest tower in Berlin, with 
wonderful sights from all angles that looked incredible, although 
not all of us could stomach the experience.

On our final day, we went to the LEGO Discovery Centre beneath 
Berlin, and indulged in a bit of shopping before heading back 
home. It was a really great experience, and I will definitely not 
forget it. Nathan Friend

The Fernsehturm Tower

The Soviet War Memorial

Aerial view over Berlin

Reichstag Bundestag Building
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Communication
Proving that 
hard work 
really does 
pay off
It has been another very 
successful year for the 
Communication Faculty, with 
significant improvements being 
seen in both English and Modern 
Foreign Language GCSE results.
Congratulations to all students - the results are 
proof that hard work really does pay off! 

 The year has also seen the introduction of 
IB English Language and Literature in the Sixth 
Form, a subject that allows students to study 
a huge range of linguistic and literary texts, 
including tweets, album covers and memoirs, 
as well as literature from Japan, New Zealand 
and Ancient Greece. Students have responded 
enthusiastically, honing skills in a multitude of 
areas. We wish them every success in their final 
examinations.
Miss McCracken Head of Communication

Carnegie Medal Debate 2018 
On Monday 18 June, 18 students participated in the Carnegie Medal Debate 
at Skinners’ School.

They were put into teams with students from Tunbridge Wells Grammar 
School for Girls, Skinners’ School and Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for 
Boys. Each team had an hour and a half to prepare group presentations with 
students they had never met before on one of the eight shortlisted books, 
making a case for the book they thought deserved to win the prize. 

SKA students showed great confidence and leadership skills, with five of 
our students being in the winning presentation group. The winner of this 
year’s Carnegie Medal is ‘Where the World Ends’ by Geraldine McCaughrean. 

Congratulations to all of our students who participated in the event and 
thank you to Mrs Moeller (The Academy Library Manager) and other staff 
involved who assisted with every meeting and read the complete shortlist 
of books!

 The Young Writers 
poetry and creative 
writing competition
Amelia and Jennifer, who are both in Year 
10, entered The Young Writers poetry and 
creative writing competition. 

Both students enjoy writing as a hobby 
and after being encouraged to enter by their 
English teacher, Mrs Mustafa, they were 
surprised by the outcome. 

Amel ia’s  poem was chosen to be 
published in the poetry book called ‘Poetry 
Games’ Teen Spirit.

Jennifer ’s poem was chosen to be 
published in the poetry book called The 
Colour of Words.

Congratulations to both of them on their 
literary success!

Students enjoying a visit from author Jenny Mclachlan

Amelia and Jennifer proudly display copies of their winning entries
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Modern Foreign 
Languages makes 
learning fun
The MFL Department gives students an 
exciting opportunity to learn more about 
France, their culture and French-speaking 
countries. 

We have an Academy French Club where 
we play games and quizzes, listen to French 
music and enjoy puzzles relating to French 
culture. Students also recently presented 
their own research on a variety of French 
cities. The SKA French club is a great way to 
provide students with the understanding 
of a different culture and give them the 
knowledge to use if they go to France.

Our current focus is to improve our 
spelling skills in French and our knowledge 
of the French alphabet by practising for a 
spelling bee, where we will compete against 
each other to correctly spell out French 
words using the French alphabet. We are 
also exploring links with other local schools 
to hopefully extend this spelling competition 
to secondary schools in the local area in the 
near future. 
Miss Benamrouche Head of MFL

National Mock Trial Competition 2018
The National Mock Trial competition took place at Sevenoaks Magistrates’ court on Saturday 17 March 2018, where our 
students presented a courtroom scenario and competed against other schools.

The tense courtroom moments were a thrilling experience for the team who performed with realism and pride! This opportunity 
has challenged the ambitions of the students, some of whom are now considering law as a career. The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
finished in second place and we very much look forward to participating again next year.

Our students always enjoy participating in the National Mock Trial competition

Some of our MFL students
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Humanities
Another successful year 
in Humanities
We are celebrating another successful year in Humanities 
with achieving our best GCSE grades to date.
We also had exciting trips to Beijing, 
London and Eastbourne where 
students had the opportunity to take 
their learning beyond the classroom.

We were del ighted that three 
students (Elizabeth Adrados, Cameron 
Boulton and Barnaby Brown) achieved 
the top GCSE History Grade of 9. So 
many other students also scored high 
grades in all the humanities subjects 

which demonstrated their commitment 
and hard work.This year I take great 
pride in leading the Humanities team 
as the newly appointed Head of Faculty 
alongside our new Deputy Head of 
Faculty, Mr Dennett. We are both 
looking forward to the challenge and 
are committed to further improving the 
student experience and exam outcomes 
for all. Miss Duffy Head of Humanities

Conceptual understanding project: 
Humanities and MFL
For Term 3, students were asked to develop a sustainable city of the future for 
their project named City Life.

They had a choice over how this was presented, with some students creating 
models and others designing an advert. The context of these designs was to 
carefully consider how to make a sustainable or eco city without reducing the 
opportunities for residents to enjoy their lives.

The project was set by Humanities and Modern Foreign Languages to explore 
intercultural understanding and globalisation of the world, whilst showing how 
sustainable practices can be applied to UK cities and those around the globe.

Well done to all Year 7 and 8 students for their brilliant designs and thought- 
provoking displays.

A sustainable city montage

The students considered all forms of sustainabilitySome of the models were incredibly detailed

Sustainable living on many levels
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Year 10 GCSE 
Geography trip to 
London
On Thursday 26th September, Year 10 
students headed to Poplar and Stratford 
in London as part of their GCSE course 
which involves carrying out fieldwork in 
an urban area.

Before the trip, students had been 
learning about the decline of the London 
Docklands and the emergence of the 
financial industries in this particular part of 
London and completed fieldwork in their 
Geography lessons.

From the research and data collected 
on the trip, all of the students will now be 
analysing their results to learn about the 
changes in employment and the impact 
regeneration has had in London.

Beijing Trip 23-29 May: enriching our students’ 
understanding of China through travel and learning
Forty Year 8 and 9 students and five members of staff (Ms Jones, 
Ms Duffy, Mr Rowe, Mr Blake and Ms Hill) embarked on the 
experience of a lifetime travelling to Beijing and Xian in China.

During their visit they explored the culture, history, language 
and arts which really enriched their understanding of one of the 
most powerful and important nations on earth.

They were given the opportunity to take in the breathtaking 
views from both the Great Wall and the Birds Nest Olympic 
stadium. A personal highlight for many students was visiting the 
Terracotta Warriors exhibition where the statues are over 2,000 
years old.

There was no shortage of entertainment as students also enjoyed 
a nail-biting Kung-Fu and acrobatic show.

Travelling via an overnight train for the first time, students 
got to visit the ancient city of Xian where they visited the Giant 
Wild Goose Pagoda and tried a variety of Chinese dishes. Even 
with a jam-packed itinerary the group was able to meet up and 
share a traditional Chinese meal with our Executive Principal, 
Mrs Carr (in China visiting her husband who works in Beijing!)

The feedback from the trip was overwhelmingly positive with 
one student saying it was simply “The most amazing place I have 
ever been.”

Our party of students and staff arriving in Beijing for their successful trip

The Great Wall of China

Students on the Geography trip to London

The Giant Wild Goose Pagoda

Chinese ancient architecture The Terracotta Warriors
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Junior House
So what’s it like 
being Head Boy of 
Newton House?
As Head Boy of Newton House, I organise 
events for the rest of Newton students 
to enjoy.
When I first applied to be part of the Student Leadership 
team, I initially wanted to be Sports Captain. After a successful 
interview, I became the new Head Boy of Newton House.

So far this year I have helped arrange an exciting Halloween 
disco for the Year 7s and 8s. I had to sort out budgeting and 
costs for decorations and food. Overall, it raised over £500 to go 
towards rewards for Newton House students and school supplies.

I also organised sporting events for Newton and this term 
Newton did a handball tournament and every House Tutor 
entered a team.

There have also been baking sales in which each faculty have 
joined to sell cakes to make as much money as possible during 
lunch and break time.

At the moment, I am organising the Year 8 handball tournament 
which will encourage lots of different people with a variety of 
abilities and talents to join together and try to win a prize for 
their tutor. Duffy Boorman

Year 8 student crowned 
winner of jewellery contest
Congratulations to Ethan Gee, Year 8, who was crowned as 
one of the three winners of the G Collins & Sons jewellery 
competition for his poppy design necklace.

Ethan will receive a voucher for afternoon tea at One 
Warwick Park Hotel and will tour the workshops of G Collins 
& Sons in Tunbridge Wells.

The jewellers will also be donating £500 to the Academy 
which illustrates the talent and hard work of all of our 
students who entered the competition.

Students took part 
in the Kent Music 
Roadshow – BACH to 
the Future 
On Monday 19  March, Year 7 and 8 students 
had the exciting opportunity to take part 
in the Kent Music Roadshow – BACH to the 
Future.

A group of musicians presented the one 
hour interactive Music Roadshow with 
demonstrations of different instruments, music 
styles and well-known songs.

The morning was a great musical treat for all 
students who thoroughly enjoyed the session, 
whether they already play an instrument or 
would like to learn.

The music department at the Academy is 
increasingly growing and the BACH to the Future 
Music Roadshow was another great way to 
provide all students of all musical abilities with 
the chance to take part.

Ethan with his winner’s certificate

Kent Music Roadshow – BACH to the Future
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Year 7 and 8 
Conceptual 
Understanding 
Project 
Each term, students in Years 7 and 8 complete 
a Conceptual Understanding Project set by 
Faculties, which is underpinned by Middle Years 
IB Approach for Learning.

During Term 1, students took part in The 
Great Fire of London project set by Science, 
Technology and English. Their task was to 
investigate the causes and consequences of the 
fire, whilst presenting the findings in a number 
of different ways including diary entries, fact 
files, a storyboard and labelled models over the 
course of five weeks.

In Term 2, Newton House students as part 
of their project entitled A Question of Balance 
had to create a 1:25 scale model very much like 
set designers do for a theatre performance. 
These models were to be based on a dance 
performance, with a focus on balance. The 
project was cross-curricular between Drama, 
Art, Music, Dance (PE) and Maths. The scale 1:25 
was explained and taught through maths and 
students used their music knowledge to create 
a piece of music to accompany their dance stage 
design.

Winners of the Term 2 project were treated 
to a visit to Sadler’s Wells Theatre in London, to 
see Matthew Bourne’s acclaimed production of 
the ballet Cinderella. One Year 8 student said, 
“I have never been to the ballet before. I didn’t 
really know what to expect and I was worried I 
would not understand. I realised I did not need to 
analyse everything, I just needed to sit back and 
enjoy the magic of the performance.”

Newton student of the month 
January to November 2018
• January Holly Strugnell
• February Henry Sutch
• March Jack Fields 
• April Benito Andrews
• May K’Jae Garricks
• June Kieran Yee 
• September Ollie Bowler
• October Maxim Bilyarov 
• November Ella Martelly-French

Advice from two Year 7 students: 
‘Do not worry!’
From Primary to Secondary School, 
it is a big move up in life.

Once you have come to look around 
and have made the decision to come 
to The Skinners’ Kent Academy, you 
will be informed of the Induction Day.

When you come to the Induction 
Day, firstly you will find out who is 
in your House Tutor group, how you 
use your fingerprints for printing work 
and your thumbprint to buy food 
and drinks in the Pen and Paper. One 
activity you complete is the Cognitive 
Abilities Tests (CATs), which is a test 
that puts you in your sets for subjects.

You also have an opportunity to 
attend the Summer School. The 
Summer School will  give you a 
chance to make new friends and get 
to know the Academy better. If you 
attend the Summer School, you will 
visit the all-weather pitch and play a 
range of games and sporting activities. 
You also have the opportunity to go 
on trips and this year, the new Year 7 
went to Hever Castle and Blackmans 
Farm. 

On the first day in September, it was 
just Year 7 and we got to know our 
House Tutor really well and we received 
our timetable for our subjects. The first 
day with the whole school went really 
well but a lot of Year 7 students were 
very nervous. The lesson format was a 
change from Primary School as you have 
House Tutor time first in the morning 
and then you have two lessons, break, 
another lesson, lunch and after lunch 
you go to House Tutor to register and 
you have one more lesson before the 
end of the Academy day.

After school, there are a variety of 
clubs to take part in such as Virtual 
Reality Club, Junior Rock Band and a 
range of sports. The teachers in SKA 
are supportive, kind, and caring and 
will always help us when we need 
help. The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
provides students with many exciting 
school trips such as the annual Ski Trip 
and the recent trip to China.

SKA is a brilliant school to go to, to 
learn new things and make new friends! 
Ollie Bowler and James Murphy

Our Term 2 set designers with their creations

A night at the ballet for our Term 2 project winners
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Senior House

Senior House student of the month January to November 2018
Brunel Darwin Franklin

• January Grace Ball Holly Martin Jasmine Westover
• February Charlie Vernon-Hickey Harry Cooper Jennifer Vaughan
• March Kavi Rasalingam-Seddon Rebecca Cooney Ewan Jacob
• April Daisy Kneller Joshua Duncan Eve Dubreuil
• May Molly Williams Annie Daniels Alex Thunstrom
• June Isabelle Finch Bleu Haddon Toby Fidge
• September Thiani Jones John Gammage Gian Luca Renzullo Pool
• October Joseph Alfieri Jessica Thompson Gracie Franklin
• November Alexandra Charity Keiran Yee Ashleigh Clarke

Skillsfest Careers Fair
On 16 October, selected Year 10 and Year 13 students attended the West Kent Skillsfest 
Careers Fair at the Assembly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells.

The Fair was an opportunity to engage with local employers, apprenticeships providers 
and colleges, to gain a greater understanding of a variety of career and employment 
opportunities. It was a success and all of the students asked questions with confidence as 
they progressed around the venue and spoke to the various exhibitors.

Students were able to develop a greater knowledge and the skills to make well informed 
and considered choices to progress into further and higher education or work.

The event highlights the extensive range of information, activities and events the 
Academy offers to support our young people to make the right choices after leaving the 
Academy. 

It’s an honour to become 
Head of Senior House
After five years as Head of Physical Education and more recently 
acting Head of the Expressive Arts Faculty, it is an absolute honour to 
join the Senior Leadership Team as Head of Senior House – Associate 
Assistant Vice Principal.
This Academic year, the House Team plan to 
build on previous successes and take the Senior 
House to the next level. 

We are already putting significant extra focus 
into highlighting and rewarding the majority of 
our students whose behaviour and attendance 
is excellent and consistently work hard and do 
the right thing, day after day.

In Term 1 we ran popcorn and film nights in 
the Lecture Theatre for Years 9, 10 and 11, to 
thank them for their continued hard work in 
the Academy. We also sent letters home and 
handed out treats to those with outstanding 
attendance.

In October we ran an Unsung Heroes event 
for Year 11 students who deserve extra 
recognition for their effort and behaviour, 
which was very well attended by students 
and their parents. We also ran the same 
event for Year 10 students in December and 
will run an identical event for all other year 
groups in 2019.

I plan to continue with this theme of positivity 
and recognition in the Senior House and look 
forward to many successes for our students in 
the coming years.
Mr Flack Head of Senior House – Associate 
Assistant Vice Principal  

CEO of the 
BFI delivers 
our film talk
On Friday 21 September, 
Senior  students  had the 
amazing privilege of welcoming 
Amanda Nevill, Chief Executive 
Officer of the British Film 
Institute into the Academy.

 Amanda met with a group 
of students from Years 10 to 13 
who are interested in film and 
associated industries to inspire 
and inform them of the wide 
variety of jobs and different 
career routes that film involves. 

The talk was an exceptional 
opportunity for all of the students 
t h ro u g h  t h e  p ro g ra m m e 
Speakers for Schools, for which 
the Academy is registered. 
This  highl ights  the broad 
range of careers advice and 
guidance the Academy offers 
our young people to explore the 
opportunities available to them, 
in order to make confident 
and well-informed choices to 
progress into further and higher 
education or work. 

It was a perfectly pitched talk 
for our students from someone 
who knows the industry. 
Amanda was an inspirational, 
witty and engaging speaker – 
the best ambassador for the 
film industry.

Amanda speaks to our students
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MYP projects at SKA
Once again we have been impressed by the dedication and 
hard work shown by pupils in Years 9 and 11 during the 
completion of their MYP projects.

The projects enable students to independently build on 
their own approaches to learning that they develop during 
their MYP study, choosing the topic and product they produce 
for themselves. 

Year 11 undertook the study of their Personal Projects and 
created work of terrific quality with such diverse topics as 
motor biking, an original composition of music, the history 
of rugby, a number of thrilling short stories, and some 
inspiring art pieces. Year 9 undertook significant service 
learning identifying needs arising in communities they are 
connected with and working hard to make a difference and 
meet this need.

This culminated in the Community projects which were 
showcased at SKA’s inaugural MYP project fair which was 
a great success and we look forward to its expansion in 
future years.
Mr Ainsworth IB Coordinator
Miss McCreadie MYP Coordinator

Unsung Heroes event 
for Year 11 students 
On Friday 19 October during session 4, an 
Unsung Heroes event took place for Year 11 
students.

Parents were invited to have a coffee and cake 
with staff to celebrate our students who always 
do the right thing.

There was also a video from staff and a 
talk from Mrs Carr, Mr Flack and Mr Rowe to 
celebrate their success. 

G Collins & 
Sons’ Art 
Competition 
results
Well done to all students 
who entered the G Collins 
& Sons’ Art Competition, 
with the royal theme of 
designing Jewellery Fit for 
a Prince or Princess.

Out of the 10 schools 
who entered,  spec ia l 
commendat ions  went 
to our students Emma 
Lawrence and Alexander 
Cole, who were runners 
up in the 14-18 category, 
and Louis  Berry,  who 
was a runner up in the 
9-13 category, for their 
imaginative and creative 
jewellery designs.

Staff v student charity football match
A staff v student football match took place on Wednesday 9 May, on the Academy All-Weather 
Pitch, as part of Year 9 students Middle-Years Programme Community Projects.

The students chose to raise money for the Winston’s Wish Charity, with players and spectators 
paying an entry fee to go towards the charity. At full time the score was level at 4-4 but after 
a penalty shootout, the students emerged victorious at 5-3. Man of the match was James 
Mepham (Year 10). 

Prom 2018
Year 11 leavers and staff celebrated their achievements at 
the Academy over the past five years and said farewell to one 
another at Salomons Estate on Friday 6 July.

Students and staff enjoyed an evening of music, dancing, a 
sweet table, buffet and a much-loved photo booth.

Students had the chance to say farewell to each other

Both students and staff displayed excellent footballing skills

Mrs Carr speaks at the Unsung Heroes event
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Sixth Form
The International 
Baccalaureate 
Career-related 
Programme
Building on the success of recent years, Sixth 
Form students at SKA are currently receiving 
offers of university places for September 2019.
The IBCP is now accepted by many universities who like its 
flexible and academically rigorous pathways and this year we 
have had our first Oxbridge applicant – we are certain that this 
will not be our last!

So far, students have received offers to read Law, Politics, Economics 
and Business Management and Human Resource Management from 
a range of UK universities. There are many students in the throes 
of completing their applications for universities and some that are 
applying for Higher and Degree Apprenticeships, supported by 
our full-time Careers Education, Information and Guidance (CEIAG) 
Coordinator and our Careers Mentor. 

One of the most pleasing aspects of watching young people 
grow as they study the IBCP is as their confidence, skills and 
knowledge increase, so do their aspirations and, with it, a whole 
world of possibility opens up. This cohort, as those before, is 
primed to maximise all that university, apprenticeships and the 
world of work will afford them. We will watch their progress with 
great interest and look forward to reporting to our community 
throughout the year. 
Mr Ainsworth IB Coordinator

Spanish cuisine report  
from a Year 12 student
Term 6 was dedicated to the world of Spanish cuisine. Each 
group had to search for a Spanish delicacy, along with a brief 
history of its origin.

As they say, the best way to learn is through the stomach! 
There were churros, patatas bravas, seafood, chorizo, chicken 
paella and tacos to choose from.

It was an invaluable experience that we all shared 
and we all felt that we grew closer to one another, due 
to the teamwork that was necessary to produce delicious 
cuisine.

It was an experience I would not exchange for the world, 
developing closer ties with my friends whilst enriching my 
knowledge of foreign cultures and cuisine. Claribelle Layug

New students bonding over balloon games at the Sixth Form Induction day Comparing notes at the Sixth Form Induction day

Students with their Spanish dishes
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Year 12 mentors: Drop 
Everything and Read
Every Friday, all students and staff in the 
Academy Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) 
during afternoon House Tutor time.

Sixth Form students are mentoring individual 
Year 7 students with their reading. It is impressive 
to see how these young people are providing the 
example to the whole student body as engaged, 
proactive lifelong learners who want to make a 
difference to the world around them. 

This is one aspect of the IBCP that students 
complete in the Sixth Form, known as Service 
Learning. Examples of Service Learning in the 
Sixth Form include raising money for charity, 
helping at Academy events and running 
enrichment clubs for students in Years 7-11.

Sixth Form students achieve 
outstanding Finance results
Sixth Form students have achieved outstanding results in The London 
Institute of Banking & Finance (LIBF) Level 3 qualification.

Students have been awarded scholarships of £750 for producing results 
which were in the top 1% of all students across the country, and £500 to the 
students who achieved an A* or A grade. This is the third time in five years the 
Academy has had students producing outcomes in the top 1% in the country 
in their Personal Finance exams. 

The scholarships will give many of our Sixth Form students the opportunity 
to include this on their personal statements for university or job applications 
at the end of their Sixth Form studies in Year 13. Along with the globally 
recognised International Baccalaureate curriculum our students study, all 
students are able to gain the necessary skills and qualifications to successfully 
compete in a rapidly-changing world. 

Notes from abroad: volunteering in 
Xi’an, China
I attended The Skinners’ Kent Academy Sixth Form from September 2015 to June 
2017. I studied the International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP) 
which enabled me to obtain a place at Cardiff University to study Education.

I deferred my place in order to take a gap year and went to Xi’an, China, to take 
part in a six week volunteering programme. The programme was based at a special 
needs centre in the city for disabled Chinese children, teenagers and adults. There 
were roughly 25 students at the centre, between the ages of 8-34, with a range 
of abilities. My job as a volunteer was to interact with the students, help them in 
their classes and teach some basic English.

During my two years at SKA, I was influenced hugely by the experience I gained 
from my community service placement. I visited Pepenbury Care Home for disabled 
adults on a weekly basis and found that working with people who have special 
needs was a wonderful combination of challenge and reward. I am currently on 
week 3 of my placement and I am thoroughly enjoying it. The students are amazing 
and I am so glad I chose this programme. If I had not been adventurous with my 
choice of community service placement, I may not have discovered how brilliant 
it can be to work with people with special needs.” Emily Raj Sixth Form Almunus

Year 12 students mentor those in Year 7

Students proudly displaying their Personal Finance results

Emily practicing her Chinese ‘hanzi’ brushwork
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Year 12 visit to Canterbury Christchurch University
On Friday 4 May, Year 12 students enjoyed 
an inspirational visit to Canterbury 
Christchurch University with the aim of 
finding out more about university life.

The univers i ty  staff  and student 
ambassadors went out of their way to make 
SKA students feel welcome and relaxed. 
The day consisted of informal tours of the 
campus, course information, talks on student 
life and there was a more directed session 
on Personal Branding, which included 
thinking about personal statements and 

UCAS applications. The students also visited 
Health & Wellbeing, Forensics/Criminology 
and Business departments to find out more 
about the courses on offer and experience 
seminar teaching. In all, it was a great taster 
day for Year 12 as they consider university 
applications and their next steps after the 
Academy.

Student Rosalind Carvell said, “We had 
to consider our personal qualities and not 
just what we think of ourselves but why 
we believe we have these qualities. A task 

that seemed basic and straightforward 
(picking out three words to describe 
ourselves) suddenly became useful and 
served a deeper purpose that would help 
us with our personal statements. Over the 
course of the session, we also considered 
who inspires us and how we would like to 
be remembered. The task enabled me to 
think about what I want to achieve out 
of my career and consider the change I 
am determined to make as I move forward 
and embrace my future.”

One of the university buildings

Arriving on the day University staff and student ambassadors made students feel very welcome

There was plenty to discuss during the visit
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Growing confidence in our 
first year
My first year in the Sixth Form has come as an unexpectedly welcome 
change. My transition from Year 11 to 12 has been a breath of fresh air, 
allowing for greater independence and enabling me to feel more like an 
adult than in the previous years. 

Over the course of these past 12 months, we have made our Sixth Form into 
one that is our own. Since 5 September 2017, we have been gifted greater 
freedom and leadership where we now have more responsibility within the 
Academy. Ordinarily, I would have found this to be daunting but I have come 
to embrace this change. I have noticed and experienced greater trust between 
students and staff; we are on the same page, working towards the same goals. 

Sixth Form hasn’t just been about developing a bond with the people we 
have spent most of our lives with, it has been about transforming our future, 
as well as our present. Each lesson, activity and trip has been organised to 
help us decide on our next step because that’s what Sixth Form at SKA is – our 
launch pad into the future. Since September, we have visited universities, 
attended talks, subject events; twice last year, several students attended a 
day of finance with HSBC, one of which was a talk on Women in Business. 
Some of us were rewarded at the end of the academic year with attending 
London Anthropology and some of us spent a week in Wales. These activities 
have contributed to our personal development and our next stages into 
adulthood and working life. The most important thing about any Sixth Form, 
but especially ours, is that it prepares each of us for the future; not all of us 
will go to university and over the last twelve months we have had a taste of 
the realities of life that lie beyond school. 

For those like me who have opted for university, not only does the 
experience of vocational studies, granted by the International Baccalaureate 
Career-related Programme (IBCP), allow one to imagine a career in a 
particular discipline, but the IBCP also helps prepare us for what studying at 
university might be like. Before 5 September 2017, I wouldn’t have dreamt 
of giving presentations to classes or taking parents on tours at Open Days 
and Evenings; nor would I have ever thought I would be writing this, but my 
experience over the last twelve months in the SKA Sixth Form has gifted me 
a self-confidence that I know I would not have found in a larger institution.

Sixth Form at The Skinners’ Kent Academy isn’t just about getting the 
qualifications required for universities, apprenticeships or employment; 
it is also about our own personal growth. The faster pace, the greater 
responsibility and the sense of pride each of us feel in our own work and 
achievements adds to the sense of adulthood and independence we have 
felt since starting our Sixth Form journey over a year ago. Sixth Form here 
has felt like a second home; we’re a close-knit community and have shared 
the many twists and turns of our journey. The intimacy of such a small, but 
growing Sixth Form has supported me through an academically demanding 
year. This year has seen the biggest intake into our young Sixth Form at SKA 
and I am proud to have been a part of it. Charlotte Milton

Sixth Form students 
help to raise £2,400 
for local charities
On Saturday 10 November, The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy hosted A Christmas Affair, a charity 
fundraising event to raise funds for Nourish 
Foodbank in Tunbridge Wells and Taylor Made 
Dreams.

The event raised £2,400 from the sale of 
boutique discounted designer clothes (donated 
by Childrensalon) and local businesses who held 
stalls on the day. Sixth Form students from The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy helped to set up and 
staff the event and also sold refreshments, which 
raised a total of £200, as part of the International 
Baccalaureate Curriculum they follow.

Suzi Mitchell, Founder/CEO of Taylor Made 
Dreams says, “We would like to express our 
sincere thanks to SKA, their staff and student 
volunteers who made this event such a huge 
success. We deeply appreciate their support, 
hard work and commitment which was so 
instrumental to the success of the day helping 
to raise a fantastic £2,400!”

Dawn Stanford, Operations Manager of 
Nourish Community Foodbank says, “It was a 
fantastic day and a huge amount was raised for 
both charities and this was only possible with 
the support of SKA and their staff, Sixth Form 
students and the many parents and friends who 
helped behind the scenes. Huge thanks to all and 
roll on next year!”Outward Bound trip to the Lake District Outward Bound trip to the Lake District

Sorting the fundraising stock
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The Duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award

Another great year for 
DofE students and staff 
BRONZE A record number of 72 eager 
Year 9 students signed up to the Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

We had significant help from the SKA 
teaching and support staff and their 
partners, Sixth Form helpers, students, 
The Skinners School and our trusty 
teams of volunteer DofE assessors 
from The Hayesbrook School, Paddock 
Wood Scouts and the Kent DofE team 
at Swattenden. 

This year, we have been lucky enough 
to be able to purchase GPS trackers, and 
our DofE staff have had enormous fun 
using digital technology to watch the 
teams follow their proposed routes. As 
well as being entertaining, this system 
has made the remotely supervised 
expeditions far easier to monitor, 
and thus safer. The 10 teams worked 
extremely hard, each planning a practice 
and assessed two day expedition with 
12km minimum routes per day. They 
meticulously completed route-cards 
and meal plans to impressive standards. 

Due to the increase in numbers, we had 
to run two Bronze Practice Expeditions 
this year in the summer term. Students 
hiked routes around the Tunbridge 
Wells area and we would like to offer 
our sincere thanks to Skinners’ School, 
who kindly allowed us to camp on their 
playing fields and use their pavilion and 
facilities. 

We also ran multiple assessed 
expeditions. Three groups showed 
fabulous team spirit and determination 
completing their June expeditions 
in the Cranbrook area. Six groups 
embarked upon expeditions through 
the Ashdown Forest and the final group 
finished off the season in style, passing 
their expedition walking through the 
Bedgebury and Bewl Water area in mid 
October. 

Having successfully passed their 
expeditions, all 10 groups are busily 
preparing their projects and signing off 
their sections in order to claim their 
certificates and badges in time for our 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is hard work!

When you’re working out just where to go... …having excellent map-reading skills are a must

Official SKA DofE Awards Evening in the early 
spring of 2019. 

SILVER Jess Thomson in Year 11, is determined 
to achieve her award.

She has assisted with all the Bronze training 
sessions to count for her Silver volunteering section. 
She has signed off on her Skills and Physical, and 
is ready to go on Silver expedition next year, with 
some of our year 9 students who, having signed 
off on Bronze, are keen to get going on their Silver 
awards, inspired by working with Jess. 

GOLD So far, three SKA students have signed up 
for the very challenging and lengthy adventure 
of the Gold Award.

 One student in particular is nearing the end of 
this journey. Sidney Cornish has now completed 
his four day, three night Gold practice in the Lake 
District. We congratulate him on passing his 
assessed expedition in the Plynlimon Mountains 
of Mid-Wales. Once he has signed off on his 
three Gold sections he will receive his Award 
from a member of the Royal Family in the very 
near future.

Looking forward, we have a group of Year 12 
students who wish to do the Gold Award at SKA, 
which is very exciting. We will be collaborating 
with The Skinners School and very much look 
forward to meeting their young people, staff 
and the mountain leaders who will train the 
teams and assist them in developing advanced 
mountain expedition and safety skills.

Congratulations to all of our DofE students for 
their achievements so far and for setting such a 
great example to our younger students. Once 
again, I would like to reiterate that running this 
award is only possible because of the dedication 
and support of many SKA staff and volunteers. 
From all of the DofE participants and myself, an 
enormous and heartfelt thank you!
Miss Wallace DofE Coordinator

“DofE is a one of a kind experience 
where teamwork and motivation 
are very important. My experience 
taught me so many things, from 
how to use a Trangia stove and 
a map and compass, to the 
importance of communication”
Valentini Makarova
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Most Able  
and Talented

STEM University Challenge event 
On Friday 26  January, 26 Most Able and Talented students from Year 7 and 8 
took on students from Skinners’ Academy Hackney (another in The Skinners’ 
Company family of schools) in a University Challenge-style competition.

The theme of the event, the first of its kind hosted at SKA, was STEM – 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

Students had to work under timed conditions, whilst using logic to solve 
mathematical and scientific problems. The challenge was designed and 
delivered by two of our Year 10 MA&T students (Nathan Friend and Joshua 
Duncan) who did a fantastic job. It was a tight competition but our Year 8 team 
The Rogues took victory by two points. This event was a great opportunity 
for promoting STEM careers and highlighting how problem solving is a key 
component of 21st century thinking.

Enjoying two amazing 
Reach Your Peak visits
On Wednesday 21 February, 21 Year 7 and 8 students 
enjoyed a tour of the University for the Creative Arts 
in Rochester.
Throughout the day, students explored 
careers in photography, fashion, fine 
arts, television, performing arts and 
marketing.

They also had the opportunity to 
get hands on with a bag-designing 
workshop led by Master’s student Lily, 
who inspired our students and gave 
them a greater insight into what it is like 
to attend university.

The day was a great experience for 
SKA students to learn more about 
university courses in the Creative Arts 

Industry, which is the second biggest 
economy in the UK.

Twenty Year 7 and 8 students also 
enjoyed a gripping performance of La 
Boheme at The Royal Opera House in 
Covent Garden. The trip was organised 
as part of the Academy’s Reach Your 
Peak programme to inspire and help 
students to realise their full potential. 
Thank you to the Tunbridge Wells 
Rotary club for their kind donation, 
which funded the transport for all of 
the students. 

Students solving problems under timed conditions

Heading out to enjoy the opera Exploring the rest of the art in the workshop

Students decorating their bags
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Ski Trip
Superb skiing in the 
very south of Austria
Forty-four SKA students and six members of staff travelled 
to the very south of Austria to Nassfeld for a week of 
skiing in February.
From absolute beginners to expert skiers, there was a huge variety of ski slopes 
with pistes suitable for all in the expansive ski area.

There were also opportunities to ski across the border and into Italy and one 
day all of the groups met there for lunch… pizza on the menu of course! The hotel 
and their staff were fantastic, serving incredible food in comfortable surroundings. 
Snow conditions were top notch, with a huge white out on the second day, 
followed by  brilliant sunshine and clear blue skies for the remainder of the week. 
It was an amazing trip, which was enjoyed greatly by all.

“I really enjoyed the ski trip as 
it gave me an opportunity to 
improve on my skiing. I was 
moved up to the advanced 
group even though it was only 
my second time skiing and the 
instructor commented on my 
progress at the end of the week, 
which was very uplifting”
Luke Landau, Year 10 student

“I got to put my skiing skills to 
the test. I raced down the slalom 
course and jumped four feet in 
the air and took a fall, which was 
not a good way to end the week 
of skiing but I was laughing all the 
way through!”
Spencer Maudsley, Year 12 student

“The week was great! My favourite 
part was the night skiing where we 
could all come together to ski. It 
was such an amazing week playing 
in the snow with my friends. I 
loved Austria so much and I was 
sad that it had come to an end!”
India Rand, Year 11 student

Sometimes there were snowballs too!

A group shot posing in the snow

Carefully listening to safety instructions… …before heading off down the mountain!

View back up the piste
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Namaste: my 
experience as a 
volunteer in India 

 
My first week was spent at a homestay just 
outside Delhi in a suburb called Faridabad.
Myself and the other volunteers, ranging from 18 to 70 (I’m the 
youngest) from Canada, UK, States, Philippines, Australia, Haiti, 
Caribbean, Germany, Switzerland, Scotland and more toured all 
over Delhi and Agra to take in the major sights.

We saw the Qutab Minar, the Red Fort, the Lotus Temple, 
several Sikh temples, and of course the Taj Mahal. I was able to 
have a few Hindi lessons that week to familiarize myself with 
the beautifully difficult language! The home was very basic, with 
beds as hard as the floor and bathrooms that are not quite the 
standard we are all used to – but hey-ho, it’s India! The hosts were 
a family, mother, father and daughter. They were overwhelmingly 
accommodating and often went out of their way to ensure our 
stay was as comfortable as possible and that we were happy. 

After my week of orientation all of the volunteers moved to 
the programme’s hostel. It is also outside Delhi centre in a quiet 
apartment block. The programme rents out 4-5 apartments, each 
able to accommodate around 12 people, again very basic but 
everything we could need. 

We were very well fed, with an Indian cook preparing our 
breakfast lunch and dinner. I was never quite sure what I was 
eating but it was very delicious! Breakfast varied from omelettes, 
to stir fry and pasta to chapatti and curry, lunch and dinner were 
always chapatti, rice (sometimes flavoured) and a selection of 
curries that had been cooking on the stove all day. 

Travel 
Award

I started my volunteering at a Delhi slum school called Morning 
Star. I started teaching at 8:30am and finished around 12. Because 
I was teaching in the slums (and it really was, the school was 
made of bamboo holding up a tarpaulin with some cardboard 
on the sides) and teaching young kids with the ability of pre-
schoolers, a half day is all they and I could take! Education is 
not mandatory in India and so the 1.3 billion Indians are, for the 
majority, uneducated. 

I only had around seven kids, they sat on a mat on the ground 
and I sat on a bench. They were such interesting and strong 
characters. Although the language barrier made communicating 
a little hard for the most part we understood each other. 

I realised just how complex and tough these kids are. They 
have to be strong or else they won’t make it. They were all filthy, 
covered in dust. They wear the same thing to school everyday, 
often wearing their parents’ old shoes and tops, which made 
me think just how fast these kids have to grow up and fend for 
themselves. At break time they share their food with the ones 
who don’t have any. One day I watched as one little girl dished out 
rice on little broken pieces of Tupperware for five or six others, 
leaving very little for herself. They are so caring and warm to 
each other. 

India itself has proven to be such a beautiful country. I didn’t 
meet one single person to give the country a bad reputation. A 
lot of people have reservations about India and are sceptical, 
believing it to be dangerous but, speaking with our programme 
managers/guides/hosts and from first hand experience, I can tell 
you that is not true. One must be smart and safe, especially when 
you can’t always understand the language, but with research and 
preparation it all goes smoothly.  So I ask you all to remember the 
cheesy saying ‘don’t judge a book by its cover’ or in this case ‘don’t 
judge a country by its cover’ because there is So. Much. More. 

This is only the beginning of volunteering, I have already been 
so humbled and touched. I know I’ll be back. 
Amelia Twells SKA Alumni 

Amelia found her experiences in India to be humbling

Visiting the Taj Mahal
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Prizegiving  
Awards 2018
CUPS
Holly Martin Sportswoman of the Year
Ollie Pennygar Sportsman of the Year
Mia Wadee Cup for collection of the most 

Reward Points 
Rebecca Mudge Outstanding Progress and Effort in 

The Skinners’ Kent Academy (girl)
Ananda Padmasree 
Suresh Kumar

Outstanding Progress and Effort in 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy (boy)

Joshua Tweddle The Friends Award for contribution 
to The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Community.

Oscar Anderson The Face of The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy

Edvardas 
Steponavicius 

Schools ICT Business and Enterprise 
trophy 

Maisy Goodwin Sound Environments KS3
Matthew Hunter Sound Environments KS4
Fern Sneddon 
Alex Bagshaw

The Skinners’ Kent Academy Extra 
Curricular Shield 

Joshua Baker Charity Shield
Jack Standen Friends’ Prize for Personal Growth 

and Development
Elizabeth Adrados Award for resilience and 

achievement
Javier Sequeira Springboard Marketing Cup for 

Promoting the Academy
Cerys Crook Recognition for her hard work 

and dedication in her role as Head 
Student this year

Jessica Thompson Recognition for her hard work 
and dedication in her role as Head 
Student this year

Javier Sequeira Recognition for his hard work 
and dedication in his role as Head 
Student this year

Nathan Friend Recognition for his hard work 
and dedication in his role as Head 
Student this year

Rosalind Carvell Chairman’s Cup for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement

N1 The Skinners’ Kent Academy Junior 
House Cup

Brunel The Skinners’ Kent Academy Senior 
House Cup

EXPRESSIVE ARTS
Abigail Baldock Art KS3
Conner Ruegg Art KS4
Majenta Sequeira PE KS3
Evan-Isaac Cornish PE KS4
Ceri Kent PE Year 12 BTEC Sport
Molly Simpson Drama KS3
Muhammed Qureshi Drama KS4
Bianca-Andreea 
Ardeleanu

Musical Performance KS3

Oscar Burton Musical Performance KS4

COMMUNICATIONS
Bethany Peers English Year 7
Christian Radu English Year 8
Gemana El Sayed English Year 9
Lottie Corcoran English Year 10
Ewan Jacob English Year 11
Luke Baker Modern Foreign Languages Year 7
Bianca-Andreea 
Ardeleanu

Modern Foreign Languages Year 8

Archie Clark Modern Foreign Languages Year 9
Olivia Milton Modern Foreign Languages Year 10
French: Oliver Evans 
Spanish: Ananda 
Padmasree Suresh 
Kumar

Modern Foreign Languages Year 11

HUMANITIES
Benny Fiddimore Humanities KS3
Oscar Anderson Humanities KS4 Special Recognition 

Award
Samuel Phippen Humanities Year 12 BTEC Health & 

Social Care
Mitansh Choksi Geography Year 9
Javier Sequeira Geography Year 10
Dylan Salter Geography Year 11
Rosie Hobbs History Year 9
Megan Coleman History Year 10
Evie Green History Year 11
Sidney Bourne History Year 12
Bruno Tarsey Social & Cultural Anthropology Year 12
Hannah Goldfinch Religious Studies Year 10
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ENTERPRISE
Freya Martin Maths Year 7
Christian Radu Maths Year 8
Grace Ball Maths Year 9
Joshua Duncan Maths Year 10
CJ Cornish Maths Year 11
Rosalind Carvell Maths Studies Year 12
Leo Collins Computer Science Year 9
Joshua Duncan Computer Science Year 10
Zola Lindner Computer Science Year 11
Rosie Hobbs Finance Year 9
Cerys Crook Finance Year 10
Charlotte Milton Finance Year 12
Edvardas Steponavicius Finance Year 13
Rosalind Carvell Business Year 12
Sam Hunt ITGS Year 12
James Sermbezis ITGS Year 13

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Freya Woods Science Year 7
Katie Fisher Science Year 8
Lucy Funnell Science Year 9
Thiani Jones Science Year 10
Erin Kenyon Biology Year 12
Ava Davis Technology Year 7
James Turner Townsend Technology Year 8
James Mepham Design & Technology Year 9
Alexia Ioance Design & Technology Year 10
Jamie Oliver Design & Technology Year 11
Grace Ball Food Preparation & Nutrition Year 9
Isabelle Bassett Food Preparation & Nutrition Year 10
Jasmine Westover Food Preparation & Nutrition Year 11
Finley Love Visual Arts Year 12
Edvardas Steponavicius Visual Arts Year 13
Finley Love International Baccalaureate Year 12
Seb Down International Baccalaureate Year 13

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENDATIONS
Aiden Kerwin For being an excellent advocate for 

the young people in Kent, through 
his involvement and support of the 
Youth Open Access Provision in 
Tunbridge Wells

Chloe Butler For elite athletic ability and to 
acknowledge her representing 
the Academy in the Kent 
Championships at The Olympic  
Park

Views of the Prizegiving Awards 2018

Views of the Prizegiving Awards 2018 Views of the Prizegiving Awards 2018
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Community

Annual Friends Reception
On Friday 4 May the Academy hosted the Annual Friends 
Reception 2018 with guest speaker Greg Clark, Secretary of 
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Friends of the Academy have kindly given their time and 
donated resources over the years and the event was a great 
opportunity to bring everyone together and highlight the 
continued growth of the Academy since the last Reception. 

Year 11 revision diaries 
 Thank you to the PTFA who kindly donated academic diaries 
to all Year 11 students last year.

The diaries were used by the students to plan their time and 
revision sessions leading up to their GCSE examinations in May 
and June. Chair of the PTFA, Steve Wynne, said, “The PTFA were 
delighted to provide the diaries to help students with their studies 
leading up to the all-important exam period.” 

Year 8 Enhancement Day
The Careers Education Information and Guidance team (CEIAG) 
oversees activities for all year groups, and one such important 
event was the Year 8 Enhancement Day in January.

The purpose of the event was to prepare Year 8 students for 
their GCSE option choices by encouraging them to start thinking 
about what sort of people they are, what subjects they are good 
at (and enjoy studying) and what skills and qualities are required 
for different types of work.

During the morning, the students undertook four activities: 
listening to a presentation by guest speaker Guy Evans of 
Thomson Snell & Passmore on a Career in the Legal Profession; 
Careers & Qualities offered them a chance to think about what 
skills and qualities they have and the careers which might suit 
them; What Subjects: What Careers? gave students opportunities 
online to find out about different career paths and the subjects, 
qualifications and skills required for these jobs; and finally Mr 
Bull, SKA Vice Principal for Student Progress & Learning, talked 
about GCSEs at SKA and Choosing Your Options in advance of the 
important choices requiring to be made by the students later in 
February. The day was deemed to be a resounding success.

A message from our 
new Multi Academy 
Trust Chairman

I am currently Professor 
of Soil Mechanics in 
the Department of Civil 
Engineering at City, 
University of London.
I have recently stopped acting as Head 
of Department, which has given me 
enough time to take on the role of 

Chairman of The Skinners’ Kent Academy Multi Academy Trust.
Having graduated from University I worked for two years in the 

civil engineering industry as a graduate engineer, but I have always 
been fascinated by the mechanical behaviour of the ground 
we build on and I was attracted to City, University of London to 
undertake a PhD in this area.  I have never left City, carrying out 
post-doctoral studies and then joining the academic staff, initially 
as a lecturer. University lecturers undertake teaching, research 
and interact with external bodies, in my case the civil engineering 
industry.  I remain enthusiastically involved in all these aspects 
of my job and will bring to The Skinners’ Kent Academy Multi 
Academy Trust my complete commitment to the importance and 
power of education and the opportunities it can provide.

As chairman of the Trust I hope to be able to facilitate effective 
governance of our two schools, supporting our Executive Principal, 
Sian Carr, and the Headteacher of Skinners’ Kent Primary School, 
Gemma Wyatt, and their staff and aided by an excellent group of 
governors.  I also hope to establish links between my University 
and colleagues, particularly in engineering, and students at SKA 
and SKPS. 

I have a very hard act to follow and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Richard Sax, the outgoing Chairman, for his 
outstanding contribution to the Trust. Sarah Stallebrass

Our outgoing MAT Chairman, Richard Sax

Sarah Stallebrass

Christopher Everett, Chair of the Friends Committee, speaking at the Reception
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News
Lord Dholakia 
visits SKA
The Academy hosted a talk from a member 
of the House of Lords on Friday 4 May.

The aim of the talk was to encourage 
students to become more engaged with the 
political and parliamentary process. Lord 
Dholakia met with students to talk about 
the work and role of the House of Lords, 
followed by a question and answer session 
on the parliamentary process and life at the 
Houses of Parliament.

 Helena Read, Vice Principal Achievement 
for All, said, “We were delighted to welcome 
Lord Dholakia to The Skinners’ Kent Academy. 
The visit gave our students an opportunity 
to find out more about the parliamentary 
system and the work of the House of Lords 
in particular.  This event is part of a broad 
programme at the Academy that supports 
students to explore a wide range of careers 
and raise aspirations.”

 The visit was arranged through the 
Lord Speaker’s Peers in Schools outreach 
programme, which was established across 
the UK in 2007 and has so far involved 
around 90,000 young people.

Big Coffee Morning! 
The Academy took part in the annual Macmillan 
fundraiser, The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.

Macmillan is a national charity that supports 
people living with cancer and their families. 
SKA staff and students made a variety of cakes 
from lemon drizzle to honey and banana loaf to 
raise money for this great cause, whilst enjoying 
some tasty cakes! Thank you to everyone who 
generously donated and to Mrs Gibson for 
organising the successful event.

One of the home-made Big Coffee Morning cakes

Lord Dholakia talked about the House of Lords

SKA celebrates record-
breaking GCSE results
Year 11 students and staff celebrated record-breaking 
GCSE results in August.
Executive Principal Sian Carr said, “I am 
incredibly proud of the achievements of 
all our students and the progress they 
have made in a year which has seen 
significant curriculum and qualification 
reform.

“I am excited by the opportunities 
in life that these excellent results will 
offer our students giving them a very 
positive start in shaping their future.  
We achieved our highest ever pass rate 
in English and Mathematics with over 
70% of our students achieving grades 

9-4 and more than 20% achieving the 
top grades of 7, 8 and 9.  Similar results 
were achieved in Science including 
an impressive 100% pass rate for all 
students taking individual science 
subjects.

“In addition, there were some 
outstanding individual performances 
including Jamie Allen who gained one 9, 
four 8s and two A*s amongst his GCSE 
grades and Catherine-Jane Cornish who 
achieved one 9, two 8s, three 7s, an A 
and an A* amongst her subject grades.”

Some of our students proudly displaying their incredible GCSE results

There were some outstanding performances... …and plenty of happy smiles and hugs all round!
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Ethan’s golfing journey
Ethan Hall, Year 9, took up golf from an early age, starting 
out with plastic clubs when he was just 18 months old.
For Christmas 2007, Ethan was given 
his first half set of clubs brought by his 
parents and went out on the 9 hole par 
3 course at Tonbridge golf centre, with 
his older brother Oliver and Dad, with 
Mum walking round as caddie.

From the age of four, every Saturday 
was spent with his brother at Tonbridge 
golf centre having lessons with PGA 
coach James Jones and in 2011 at the 
age of six, he was taking part in monthly 
junior competitions held at Tonbridge 
golf centre, where he won the order of 
merit for the under 10 age group.

Lessons with James Jones continued 
and in 2015/16 he became a junior 
member at Hever Castle Golf Club.  Ethan 
took part in various adult competitions 
throughout the year, resulting in him at 
the age of 12 being the youngest ever 
player to represent the Hever Princes 
Team in the 9 hole Sussex league. 

Ethan’s golf continued to improve and 
go from strength to strength attracting 
attention from PGA coaches/staff from 
Kent Golf Union. In 2017, he took part 
in the Wee Wonders junior tour and 
won two out of three regional qualifiers, 
resulting in him getting to the Regional 
final at Hoebridge Golf Club. He finished 
5th overall missing out narrowly on going 
to the Grand Final held at St Andrew’s 
in Scotland. He was also invited to have 
trials for the U13’s Kent County Team but 
narrowly missed out on a place. 

Ethan was determined that he would 
receive an invitation for County trials in 
2018 and in order to improve (and lower 
his golf handicap) he decided to enter a 
number of Junior competitions. During 
the summer holidays of 2018 he entered 
the Telegraph Vitality Junior Open, held 
at Lamberhurst Golf Club where he won 
lowest net score for his age category, 
having never played the course before.

He then entered the Kent Golf Future’s 
competition, held at Weald of Kent Golf 
Club where he came 5th overall and this 
led to him being invited to take part in 
the Kent Golf Future’s Jamboree, held 
at Littlestone Warren Golf Course where 
he came 6th overall.

His first three-day event held at 
Lindfield Golf Club organised by the 
British Junior Golf Tour. The first two days 
were very difficult with the weather not 
being too kind but on the third day, he 
played very well and won the mixed age 
(11-17 years) group.

Ethan was then called up to represent 
Kent in a triangular match against Sussex 
and Surrey, which was played at Slinfold 
Golf Club. This was the first time he had 
experienced this type of match play. 
However, he won against both counties 
and earned his Kent team points towards 
their total score.

Representing Hever Princes team again 
in the 9 hole Sussex League and being 
unbeaten in all his matches, he helped 
the team come runners up in the League. 
Then he played in King’s Hill Junior Open, 
again another new course for him, but 
playing consistently well earned him 7th 
place overall.

Having played in all these junior 
competitions, Ethan managed to bring 
his handicap down from 24 to 19 and 
he was yet again invited to trial for the 
Kent County Team. He was delighted to 
learn that after all his hard work and 
dedication he was selected for the U14’s 
Kent County Team and started training 
throughout the Winter months, ready 
for matches in Spring. 

Ethan is now looking forward to 
representing the Academy in the Kent 
Schools Golf Association in 2019 and he 
will be taking golf as one of his Physical 
Education GCSE choices.

Ethan was a winner in the British Junior Golf Tour 

Ethan’s first time at Hever

Ethan is looking forward to representing the Academy
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Marking the 100th anniversary of 
World War One
On Friday 9 November the Academy 
held its annual Remembrance Day 
Assembly.

Students, staff and guests gathered to 
mark the 100th anniversary of the end 
of World War One to remember those 
who fought in the conflict and to reflect 
during the minute’s silence.

Guests included the Deputy Mayor 
of Tunbridge Wells, Friends of SKA, 

Governors and staff from Thomson 
Snell & Passmore. Charlie Vernon 
Hickey, Year 10, had the pleasure of 
interviewing Dennis Holmewood, 
who is a member of the Royal British 
Legion, regarding his involvement with 
ex-service organisations. Dennis was 
born in 1937, in Hadlow, and was only 
two years old when World War Two 
was declared.

Desmond Simkin portrait unveiling 
Desmond Pearce Morton Simkin was born on 17 December 1923.

Mr Simkin joined the RAF and attained the rank of Squadron Leader for 27 
Squadron which still exists today (and in fact recently supported the UK relief 
effort in the Caribbean after Hurricane Irma devastated the region last year).
He retired from the RAF on 1st July 1963 and took up teaching at a primary 
school near Edenbridge with his speciality being maths. 

Desmond Simkin died at the age of 90 on 27 August 2014 but his name lives 
on through The Skinners’ Company who administer a legacy in his name. The 
portrait and plaque was chosen to be placed at the Academy and as it says, many 
students in The Skinners’ Family of Schools have benefitted from his generosity.  

The High Sheriff of 
Kent visits SKA and 
SKPS
On Friday 18 May, the High Sheriff of 
Kent visited students at the  Academy and 
led an assembly at Skinners’ Kent Primary 
School.

The High Sheriff is appointed each year 
by Her Majesty the Queen to represent 
her in the County of Kent. Students asked 
great questions surrounding what the 
life of a Sheriff entails and their roles and 
responsibilities, which includes supporting 
royal visits and the emergency services, as 
well as assisting with church, faith groups 
and local charities.

The visit enabled all students, from 
primary through to secondary school, to 
engage with matters relating to law and 
order. The Sheriff was particularly interested 
in the work of Academy students with their 
successes in the Mock Trial Competition at 
Sevenoaks Magistrates Court.

The visit was another opportunity for 
students of all abilities and ages to hear from 
an inspirational leader.

Students and guests marking the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One

Staff and students at the unveiling of Desmond Simkin’s portrait

The High Sheriff of Kent talking to students

The students were fascinated by their special visitor
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