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Welcome
Ten years ago, in September 2009, The 
Skinner’s Kent Academy came into being. 
With under 300 students on roll in Years 7-11 
the Academy community embarked on the 
incredible journey to where it now is.
The welcome addition of Skinners’ Kent Primary School to the 
Trust which, like the Academy, continues to go from strength 
to strength and is also oversubscribed, makes the continuum 
of learning seamless for our children and young people, 
underpinned by the International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes 
at Primary, Middle Years and through into our Sixth Form.

The external review of the IB Middle Years programme in March 
2019 resulted in an excellent evaluation report by the IB assessors 
of its implementation at the Academy and has contributed to the 
focus of our subsequent internal curriculum review and planning 
over the last few months, to be implemented from September 
2020, linking the Primary and Secondary schools even closer 
together. 

 It has been a privilege to have joined the journey from January 
2019, working with our dedicated staff and fantastic students who 
now number nearly 1,300 across the Trust. Our Sixth Form alone 
doubled in size this September and our Summer 2019 results 
for the International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme  
(IBCP) were well above not only national but international 
outcomes. We were delighted that our Key Stage 4 results again 
delivered Above Average outcomes for our students in national 
performance measures and reflect the success of our genuinely 
all-ability intake and broad and balanced curriculum. We could 
not have achieved this without the dedication and expertise of 
our staff, hard work and resilience of our students and support 
from our parents and carers. Everything we achieve is as a result 
of working in partnership.

 The continued popularity of the Academy, with first choice 
preferences outnumbering our published admission number 
(PAN), is testament to the confidence parents and carers have in 
the Academy. Working with Kent County Council, we are delighted 
to be able to offer a further two classes of students (60) to be 
admitted into Year 7, both in September 2019 and again in 2020 
to help address the demand for places at the Academy, so that 
even more young people can have the opportunity to experience 
a truly outstanding education with us. With this also comes an 
exciting capital expansion of the science and general teaching 
spaces within our existing building from September 2020 to 
enhance the already world-class facilities our students enjoy.

 It goes without saying that smaller student numbers 
necessitated a different structure and mode of operation to that 
required of the fourfold increase we now have. Being able to lead 
the Academy, together with our dedicated staff, in making the 
significant structural and operational changes needed to ensure 
that the excellent quality of education and wider opportunities 
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the Academy provides can continue and develop further, has 
been supported by our highly skilled Trustees and Sponsors, 
The Skinners’ Company and The Skinners’ School. Students and 
staff have embraced the changes so that the Academy is a calm 
and purposeful place to learn and work and, importantly, where 
students and staff alike speak frequently of their enjoyment of 
being part of it. 

 Our commitment to staff and student wellbeing, to professional 
trust and in evaluating working practices in line with our values-
led approach, has been central to every decision made over the 
past 12 months so that our staff are able to spend even more 
quality time working with and supporting our young people. In 
particular stepping away from the ‘on demand’ and ‘always on’ 
culture that education has been caught up in means that our staff 
are able to come to work each day having had time to reflect, 
rest and recharge so that they can give of their very best in their 
work with our students in lessons and beyond.

 As detailed in the pieces which follow, our strong tradition of 
local, national and overseas trips and visits has continued, as have 
the many enrichment and extra-curricular clubs, sports teams, 
events and activities and these continue to grow both in variety 
and participation levels. In July the Academy also staged its first 
full-scale musical production in eight years, performing to much 
acclaim to a full house. New Student Leadership Programmes 
have been launched encompassing responsibilities across a wide 
range of activities and initiatives involving all year groups and 
forms part of the important role Student Voice has in shaping 
our future decisions and projects. 

 Our Academy and Primary School really are very special and 
the feeling is tangible as people who visit are quick to comment. 
Of course it is everyone associated with our learning community 
that make it what it is. My role as custodian of the Trust and our 
schools is an enormous privilege and with it comes the huge 
responsibility to help steer it through the next exciting stage of 
its journey. In the words of Publilius Syrus, ‘In tranquillo esse 
quisque gubernator potest’ (Anyone can hold the helm when 
the sea is calm). Our collective challenge is to ensure that the 
firm foundations which we have put in place for the next ten 
years, building on the successes of the past decade, enables the 
innovation and creativity which inspires, engages and empowers 
everyone in our community whatever turbulence may happen in 
the wider educational or national arena. 

 True to our motto we have tremendous ‘Pride in Our Success’, 
and our relentless focus on ensuring that all of our children and 
young people can achieve more than they ever thought possible 
will continue to underpin everything we do. I hope that you enjoy 
our year in review and thank you for your continued support of 
all that we do and strive to achieve.

 
Dr Hilary Macaulay
Executive Principal
The Skinners’ Kent Academy Trust

Welcome

“True to our motto we have tremendous 
‘Pride in Our Success’, and our relentless focus 
on ensuring that all of our children and young 
people can achieve more than they ever 
thought possible will continue to underpin 
everything we do”

Dr Hilary Macaulay

View of the Academy
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Skinners’ Kent  
Primary School
It has been an exciting year of growth 
and change at SKPS 
In July 2019, our pupils, families and staff were sad to say goodbye to Mrs Carr, Executive 
Principal, for it was her vision, enthusiasm and drive that was behind the opening of SKPS 
and the provision of an all through International Baccalaureate education in Tunbridge 
Wells. We have welcomed her successor, Dr Hilary Macaulay, whose experience and 
commitment will complement our aim to be an outstanding school within our local 
community.
Not only did we have changes 
at Trust level, but we also had 
changes within our school and, 
at this point, I should introduce 
myself. I am Mrs Leeves, the 
Acting Headteacher, and have 
been in post from September 
2019. Prior to this, I was the 
Deputy Headteacher, Teacher 
of Year 3 and SEND leader at 
SKPS. 

Mrs Wyatt, Headteacher, 
went on maternity leave in 
September and it gave us 
all great joy when she gave 
b i r th  to  a  baby g i r l  only 
one week after  f in ishing 
here! Our founding Chair of 
Governors, Annabelle Baird, 
stood down after four years in 
post and we thank her for her 
steadfast leadership during 
that time. Our new Chair, 
Lynda Myers, took up post in 
September and comes to us 
with a wealth of experience, 
not only within The Skinners’ 
Company, but also as Governor 
at The Skinners’ School and 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy. 
Our Governing Body and The 
Skinners’ Company continue 
to provide us with experienced 
guidance and support. The 
input we receive from such 

stakeholders and from our 
Trust is invaluable.

In September we welcomed 
our 2019 Reception Class intake 
and when we welcome our next 
intake in September 2020, we 
will be full with all year groups 
in place, Reception Class up to 
Year 6, a total of 210 pupils. 
Every year an increase in pupils 
means that our infrastructure 
needs to adapt and change, and 
this year we have introduced 
a phase leader management 
level to support our growing 
staff numbers. We opened with 
four staff and now, five years 
later, have 21 staff. We are very 
lucky to have an experienced 
and dedicated team who go 
above and beyond to ensure 
that our pupils’ educational 
journey is an exciting and 
challenging one. 

We encourage our families to 
be part of our school and their 
child’s learning and we hosted 
a series of parent workshops, 
parent forums and other 
events throughout the year. 
We are also very lucky to have 
a committed Parent, Teacher 
and Friends Association (PTFA), 
who organise fun events for 
pupils and their families, as well 

as raising funds for the school. 
We had a change of committee 
in September and we thank 
the  outgo ing  committee 
who, with the support of our 
families, raised £4,430.00. The 
new committee has a number 
of events planned for this 
academic year and we wish 
them great success. 

Additional income is essential 
for all schools and we hire out 
our site for a school holiday 
club run by High5Sports.  We 
have now also started to branch 
out into weekly lettings.

For those unfamiliar with 
our school, we opened in a 
temporary building in 2015 
with 31 pupils. We then moved 
to our permanent site here at 
Knights Wood, with our pupil 
and staff numbers increasing 
yearly since then and we are 
extremely proud of what we 
have achieved to date. In 
addition to providing an all-
round education based on the 
National Curriculum and the 
International Baccalaureate 
Primary Years Programme 
(IBPYP), we also provide wrap 
around care for pupils with 
mSporti  running an early 
morning club and Holden 

Park running an after school 
club, both here on site. We 
also offer clubs supported by 
mSporti, Les Puces French Club, 
StudioNDance, Music Station 
and Next Generation Judo, 
with clubs also run in school by 
staff and volunteers including 
bridge, netball, mindfulness 
colouring and choir. We have 
also had assembl ies  and 
activities supported by St 
Philip’s Church, Trinity Arts, Aldi, 
Life and Soul, The Arts Society 
Pantiles, parent volunteers and 
local volunteers. All of these 
activities and opportunities 
enrich the learning that we 
offer to our pupils and we are 
grateful for the support we 
receive from others to ensure 
that these can happen. 

During the last year we 
have continued to build and 
expand our links within the 
local community, not only to 
ensure that we remain a first 
choice option for many parents 
and carers looking to choose a 
school, but also to ensure that 
we play our part in helping 
to build a community here at 
Knights Wood. Like any new 
estate, the foundations of the 
buildings are in place, but it is 

“We remain steady and true to our ethos and values, ensuring that we give all children the 
opportunity to inspire, flourish and succeed, not only in terms of academic success but also in 
life skills such as tolerance, cooperation and respect”
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the people living and working 
here that make it a community. 
To support this, we have hosted 
a Diwali celebration for local 
residents and, at the time of 
writing this, there is a Christmas 
fun event hosted by St Philip’s 
Church planned here at SKPS 
for mid-December. We also let 
our facilities to a local residents’ 
football team.

Establishing and running a 
school in these changing times, 
when education is promised 
more funding yet there is 
much uncertainty in society 
and difficult times ahead, is a 
challenge. However, we remain 
steady and true to our ethos 
and values, ensuring that we 
give all children the opportunity 
to inspire, flourish and succeed, 
not only in terms of academic 
success but also in life skills 
such as tolerance, cooperation 
and respect. We aim to give 
all pupils the best education 
possible to ensure that they 
become lifelong learners and 
global citizens.

I hope that you will enjoy, 
over the next few pages, some 
of our favourite times during 
the last year that we would like 
to share with you.

Mrs Rebekah Leeves
Acting Headteacher 
Skinners’ Kent Primary School

Mrs Rebekah Leeves

Outdoor 
learning
Pupils loved taking part in 
their Woodland Learning 
sessions in our woodland 
a r e a  – p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w o o d  c a r v i n g ,  d e n 
building, climbing trees, 
lighting fires, toasting 
m a r s h m a l l o w s  a n d 
drinking hot chocolate!

Also this year, Kent High 
Weald and volunteers 
from the local community 
created a story-telling area 
for our pupils, complete 
with wooden benches and 
even a wooden throne for 
the teacher!

Sporting highlights
District invitations led some of our Key Stage 2 pupils representing our school in cross-country 
competitions and also taking part in Active Health Ambassadors training.

Year 1 pupils practising their fire-lighting skills in Term 2

Key Stage 2 Cross Country team competing in a schools district race
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Enrichment 
activities
We ran a number of workshops 
for pupils to introduce them to 
sports and activities that they 
may not have tried before

Some of the fun activities on 
offer in the workshops included 
boxing, hula hooping, fencing, 
balance-ability and archery.

Parent involvement
We hosted a number of events throughout the year for 
parents and families.

These included parent workshops, forums, open 
classroom, come and read sessions, Christmas celebrations, 
Father’s Day breakfast, Mother’s Day celebration and 
afternoon tea.

Parent, 
Teacher 
and Friends 
Association
The Parent, Teacher and 
Friends Association (PTFA) 
raised funds by organising 
a  n u m b e r  o f  e v e n t s 
throughout the year which 
included Winter Event, 
Summer Event, Valentine’s 
Day cake sale, Easter egg 
eggstravaganza, raffles and 
an end of school year disco.

N o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e y 
supported by parents, pupils, 
staff and families with these 
events, but also thanks go to 
Hunni Homes, The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy rock band 
and local businesses who 
provided a wealth of raffle 
prizes. Year 4 pupils enjoy the Term 6 end of year school disco

Father’s Day breakfast with Year 2

Trying out some archery

Having a go at learning the noble skills of fencing
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‘People who help us’ 
This was a trans disciplinary theme we explored in our Early 
Years learning.

We invited members of our community in to our school 
to support us with this including the Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service and the South East Ambulance Service.

Reception Class had the opportunity during Term 3 to 
explore inside an ambulance and find out more about how 
paramedics help us.

Our Art Project provided a 
display for all to enjoy
One of our favourite highlights of the year was our Art Project, 
funded by The Arts Society Pantiles and the PTFA.

This gave all pupils the opportunity to work with two local 
artists over the course of a week and contribute to a permanent 
art display in our school - it looks fantastic!

Year 3 take part in art activities during Term 5Pupils had the chance to see inside an ambulance

The finished art project was installed during July in our school hall
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Other fun learning 
trips and events
To support our learning and our life skills, we 
had great fun taking part in a number of trips 
and events.

These included EYFS trip to Kent Life, Key Stage 
1 trips to London and Bore Place, Key Stage 2 trip 
to Kent Life, participation in district singing and 
recorder workshops, World Book Day, Key Stage 
1 Pirate Day, Key Stage 2 Roman Day, Stone Age 
Day, Year 4 Camp-Out, Year 5 Evacuee Day and 
a very enthralling Science Workshop hosted by 
Professor Bubbleworks!

Perform workshop
Pupils from our September 2019 intake 
Reception class and from our Year 1 class 
took part in a Perform workshop.

They explored the theme of ‘Castles, 
Knights and Princesses’ using drama, 
dance and singing to help develop their 
confidence, concentration and social skills. …and shooting way across the room, all in the safe learning environment of the Science Workshop

With the kind help of Professor Bubbleworks, our pupils soon had objects floating about in mid-air…

Pupils were on their best behaviour during the KS1 trip to London in Term 6
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The Skinners’ 
Company heritage
We are privileged to be part of The Skinners’ 
Company family of schools and pupils in Year 2 
are annually invited to join in the celebrations 
at their Christmas party.

They have a great time not only dressing up 
in their party clothes and travelling by train to 
Skinners’ Hall in London, but also the party itself 
is fabulous – with face painting, entertainment 
and party food!

The Skinners’ Company Court and Trust 
Governors visit annually and each class gets 
the opportunity to showcase their learning to 
our visitors. Year 4 pupils explaining their learning about St George and the Dragon to Jonathan Evans, SKPS Governor

Bubbles galore during the The Skinners’ Company Christmas party
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Expressive 
Arts

James Barr with actor-in-residence Adam Leese

Year 7 Year 8 Year 10

LAMDA begins
We have added another element to 
our Drama offer from September 2019 
to support in all things performance, 
presentation and creativity.

Through individual lessons students are 
rehearsing with a specialist Speech and 
Drama teacher in order to sit Graded exams 
within Communication and Acting. We hope 
to report to you next year on the excellent 
grades our students from Year 7 through to 
Year 12 will achieve when they perform for 
an external LAMDA (London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art) examiner later this 
academic year.

Another  exciting and productive year for Art and Design
Art and Design had an exciting and 
productive year with topics covering 
multiple themes and media.

Year 7 students started the year by 
looking at the Elements of Art and Still Life 
and they moved on to creating beautiful 
circular collage designs and ended the year 
exploring African Art.

Year 8 students began the year by drawing 
and painting sweets and sweets treats. 
A highlight was being able to eat biscuits 
in class! This was followed by designing 
landscape booklets working in different 
media. The year concluded by studying the 
Indigenous Art of North America and the 
students delighted in exploring weaving and 
making their own dream-catchers.

Year 9 students started their GCSE 
course and spent the year focussing on 
developing their sketchbook, writing and 
observational drawing skills as well as 
exploring different media. They created 
work around the themes of Marine 
Life, Self-Portraiture and Endangered  
Animals.

Year 10 started the first year of their 
GCSE Portfolio work and created clay, 
lino and mixed media pieces around the 
themes of Structure and Transformation. 
They visited the Tate Britain in June and 
used inspiration from the Mike Nelson 
installation, The Asset Strippers to work 
on their Pre-Public Exam preliminary 
drawings. A special mention needs to go 

to The Year 10 Art team, who worked on 
the backdrops for the end of year musical 
theatre, Blood Brothers, run by the Drama 
Department.

Year 11 students completed their Pre-
Public Exam artworks and their final exam 
sketchbooks and art pieces with dedicated 
hard work and effort. The Art results were 
the strongest they have been over three 
years and students deserved their fabulous 
grades. Well done to the Year 11s! The 
Year 11 Exhibition was viewed by many 
students, their parents and the staff.

The Art Department is planning a 
bigger Art exhibition for the end of 2019-
2020, so watch this space!
Mrs Forde Head of Art

So much has changed in 
Expressive Arts
It is a pleasure to be back at the helm within the 
Expressive Arts and steering us into our third academic 
year as a faculty.
So much has changed in such a short space of time. Lower School students 
are now being taught Art, Drama, Music and PE for just over two and a half  
days of their fortnightly timetable – something I am extremely pleased is 
happening.

The artistic, creative and sporting curriculum balanced with their other subjects 
gives our young people the rounded and varied academy life they deserve. 
Furthermore, the 2019-20 academic year has seen the staffing in the faculty 
increase with a new Head of PE, two new PE teachers and the addition of another 
Drama teacher! 2019-20 is going to be a very busy and exciting academic year 
and I can’t wait to write to you all next year with a review.
Mrs Barradell Head of Expressive Arts Faculty
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The whole Academy production is back!
At the end of the 2018/19 academic year we had the excitement and pleasure of a whole Academy 
production. Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers was performed, designed and operated by students 
from across the Academy, Year 11s returned post exams and students in Art, Music and PE all 
contributed by creating the band, painting the set and dancing throughout. 

Here is what Alfie Johnson, current Year 12 student, who played the role of ‘Sammy’ has to say about 
the importance and value of the Academy production from a students’ perspective: “I thoroughly 
enjoyed participating in Blood Brothers. It was an excellent opportunity, which allowed me to interact 
with students from lower years which I wouldn’t have done otherwise, helping us all to develop a 
greater relationship. When you’re in a theatrical environment working alongside other pupils, a lot 
of co-operation is required and a natural bond between you and your companions occurs – this can 
only be a good thing! I hope the younger students 
appreciated the company of the older students as 
much as we appreciated theirs. I can’t wait for the 
next production to once again give students from 
all year groups the opportunity to communicate 
with each other, form friendships and create 
something wonderful for everyone to enjoy.” 

Triumphs at Trinity Youth Theatre 

James Barr in Peter Pan

Nathan FriendLolita Thurlwell-Stapley (centre) in Alice in WonderlandMila Todic (seated) in Sweeney Todd

Discovering a passion for puppetry
As an IB world school we take our contribution to the local community very 
seriously and within the Arts we have some many great connections with 
local businesses and projects.

This year we were approached and asked if our students would consider 
volunteering for the biannual Tunbridge Wells Puppetry Festival (11th – 
13th October 2019) and we were thrilled when all five of our Sixth Form 
students who interviewed were selected to undertake various roles across the 
weekend-long festival. The festival coordinator wrote to the Academy after 
the weekend and stated “…you made this event happen… it really has been 
great to work with you all, I hope we may be able to do it all again in a couple 
of years!” We certainly hope that in 2021 we will have a queue of students 
hoping to gain roles within the festival.   

Our five Sixth Form students took on various roles across the weekend-long festival 

Nathan joins the 
National Youth 
Theatre of Great 
Britain
Nathan Friend was the very epitome of a 
technical theatre student from the moment 
he began his GCSE Drama course in 2016 
and there is no better way to end your 
GCSE studies than by being awarded a place 
in the sound department of the National 
Youth Theatre of Great Britain (NYTGB).

Nathan worked throughout August at 
Rose Bruford Drama School on various 
projects and productions and will remain a 
member of the NYTGB until he is 25. Nathan 
and Mrs Barradell will also be travelling to 
the annual Music and Drama Education 
Expo in Spring 2020 to deliver a seminar to 
other Drama teachers about how to raise 
the profile of their own Drama departments 
and they will be focusing on opportunities 
that technical theatre can bring.

We have ‘great pride in his success’ to 
have national recognition for one of our 
own from the quality of the technical theatre 
education we provide and the opportunities 
we give our students within this specialism 
of Drama is a fabulous achievement.  



PAGE 12

Sport
We’re aiming to take PE 
to new heights at SKA
As the new Head of PE, I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself to you.
It is a great privilege to lead the PE 
and Sport offer at the Academy and 
together with my team, I look forward 
to what the future holds for the 
department.

The PE department at SKA has already 
had some huge achievements, including 
academic success, competitive sport 
and educational trips.

The PE ambition is to take what 
I’ve learned from previous schools, 
combined with  being  part  of  a 
wider ranging Faculty, to take the 

PE department to new heights by 
looking into our curriculum offer and 
accessibility for all students.

As a department we are also building 
the competitive sport programme, 
which is something as a PE department 
we are very passionate about.

I am looking forward to working 
with students, colleagues, parents, 
governors and our local community to 
further build the sport provision and PE 
opportunities at the Academy. 
Mr Cobley Head of PE

Girls’ football tournament match
We arrived at St Gregory’s eager to play and ready to win. This plan was 
only partly successful.

We played a total of eight matches with eight determined players. We 
ended up winning three, drawing three and losing two. All of which were 
battles that both teams refused to give in! However, we faced a struggle as 
it began to rain heavily. We had to scurry away to a tent where we squashed 
in with multiple other schools. Our last match was postponed for about 10 
minutes as we waited for the rain to pass. Our adrenaline was too much to 
handle to we decided to go for it and let the rain soak us. We then played 
the last match and drew a thrilling 2-2 end to end game and got absolutely 
drenched afterwards. In conclusion, the tournament went well and it was a 
valiant effort from all our players.

Thank you to Mr Cobley for giving up your time to drive us to the event 
and support us during the whole thing. Maisie Goodwin and Amelie Jacques 

Members of the girls’ football tournament team

Well done to Duffy Boorman who represented SKA in the 
Kent FA Cup Final at the Gallagher Stadium in Maidstone 
on Saturday 4 May. West Kent won 2-1!

Ethan Hall was selected to play golf for Kent County at 
the end of last year and has been training very hard this 
year. In October, Kent played Surrey in the final and, after 
never winning before, Ethan won the game for Kent after 
winning on hole 17!
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Cheerleading winners!
Congratulations to the SKA Cheerleading Team who took part in a 
cheerleading competition on Wednesday 8 May against other secondary 
schools – and won!

 Students were exceptional and their breathtaking routine on the day was sharp, 
slick and professional. 

Getting a grip
This year has seen an exciting addition to 
the practical activities on offer in GCSE 
Physical Education.

Students can now be assessed on their 
climbing skills and groups have started 
attending classes at Chimera, a state-of-
the-art climbing centre in Tunbridge Wells.

Students are taught by qualified climbing 
instructors and learn the basics of climbing 
as well as the more advanced moves 
required to climb rock faces; they have 
loved the experience of climbing and we 
are beginning to find some really talented 
climbers amongst them.

Year 7 netball win local league
The Year 7 Netball Team won the local league! They celebrated their win 
with a hot chocolate at break time at the start of the year with Mrs Carr and 
received a Special Achievement Award for their commitment to Enrichment. 
Well done! 

Members of the Year 7 Netball Team proudly display their Special Achievement Awards

The  Cheerleading Team celebrating their win The  Cheerleading Team in action on the day

Students listening carefully to safety instructions…

…before having their own go at hanging off the walls!
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A Metro Bank visit for our 
financially savvy students
After completing the Metro Bank ‘Money Zone’ Personal 
Finance course (covering banking and saving, budgeting, 
borrowing, interest rates and keeping safe online) 13 students 
from Years 7 and 8 visited Metro Bank in Tunbridge Wells on 

Thursday 13 March.
They were greeted by Local 

Director, Andre Van Zijl, and 
Store Manager, Valentine 
Masawi, and shown around 
the bank.

Students got to use the 
Magic Money Machine, meet 
Metro Man (left) and were each 
presented with a certificate for 
completing the course. 

Enterprise
Hard work and 
dedication from  
staff and students 
It has been a privilege to witness the hard 
work and dedication of both staff and 
students alike which has made this year a 
successful one.
Thank you and congratulations to all involved in the  
achievement of some very impressive results. 

Our International Baccalaureate students in Mathematics, 
Business and Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) 
achieved great success and students performed tremendously 
well, working hard to achieve their best. All three subject 
areas delivered results above the global average, a fantastic 
achievement.

At GCSE we also had some excellent results in Mathematics 
with 26% of our cohort achieving Grades 9-7, again above the 
national average and a reflection of the hard work of staff and 
students. 

This upcoming year will see us focus on building upon existing 
academic successes and furthering our extra-curricular offer to 
enhance the learning experience of our young people.

I would also like to thank the parents and carers of our students 
who have provided me with a warm welcome and valuable 
feedback this year. Mr Blinkhorn Head of Enterprise Faculty

Finance results 2019
We are extremely proud of last year’s finance results. In Year 
13, 32% of our students scored A or A* grades, compared 
to a national average of 15%.

Rosalind Carvell and Charlotte Milton scored in the top 
1% of all grades in the country and were awarded a £750 
scholarship towards degree programmes offered at the 
London Institute of Banking and Finance.

In total, 12 students across Years 12 and 13 were awarded 
financial scholarships. Our year 10 students had similar 
outstanding results, with 51% of our students scoring A 
or A* grades, compared to a national average of 18%. We 
are very proud of all the grades and look forward to similar 
success this year.

In IB Business, our students outperformed the global 
average which is a huge achievement as this compares us to 
grammar schools, selective schools and independent schools 
around the world. We have since been approached to be a 
lead school for IB Business in the area.

Chess tournament
In our first annual chess 
tournament, students from 
a wide variety of abilities 
played off in an elimination 
tournament to discover 
who was The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy’s chess champion.

Students played well over 
100 games to decide the 
winner and each game was 
played in great spirit. Initial 
favourites were beaten, and 
it came down to the final two 
Year 7s. Dimitrios Katsikas 
had saved a little something 
special for the final and 
ended the game in four 
moves with a fine Scholar’s 

M ate .  C o n g rat u l at i o n s 
Dimitrios, very well played!

Chess  c lub  cont inues 
every Thursday lunch in the 
Enterprise breakout space 
and all abilities are welcome. 

Everyone who completed the course received a certificate and a branded bag

Dimitrios Katsikas
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Fantastic fun-filled thrills on the 
simulators at Thales Avionics 
On Friday 5 July, our Year 12 Information 
and Technology in a Global Society 
(ITGS) students were lucky enough to 
have been invited by Mr Brian Mouser 
(a SKA parent) to visit Thales Avionics 
for a tour of their facilities in Crawley.

The Thales Group gave a presentation 
explaining the simulators, how they are 
constructed and what they are used 
for. Students were also taken on a tour 
of certain construction areas and they 
were invited to test out the Flat Panel 
Trainer and Full Flight Simulator.

Thales treated our students to caps, 
water bottles, lunch and refreshments 
whilst students could interview Mr 
Mouser and some of the other staff 
to develop their understanding of the 
IT systems involved and to get useful 
facts and quotes. This experience gave 
the students valuable primary evidence 
in one of their main subject areas, 
which can be used to enhance their 
examination responses. The students 
were well presented, behaved well and 
were extremely patient when waiting 
their turns on the various simulators. 
It was an exciting, informative and fun-
filled day.

We are extremely grateful to Mr 
Mouser and Thales Avionics for their 
generosity in offering Year 12 this 

experience and looking after them for 
the day.

“It was a great experience as we got 
to test out some of the best technology 
available in the simulation world. 
Valentin and I successfully managed to 
land the A400M with only two engines 
available whilst keeping the simulator 
stable. Mr Mouser and the Thales 
Team gave us a great insight into the 
company and showed us what they do 
with flight simulators, drones and other 
equipment.” Harry Sermbezis

“Seeing a workshop in action, filled 
with various technologies being built 
and tested, was a highlight of being at 
Thales. This gave me an appreciation 
of how much effort and skill goes into 
manufacturing the products they make.” 
Jason Best

“I really enjoyed my time at Thales. 
I felt throughout the entire trip that it 
was a welcoming and genuine learning 
experience. Everything that we were 
taught was really helpful and will aid 
me in my ITGS studies. My favourite 
part the trip was taking a turn on the 
flight simulator. Mr Mouser guided us 
through the operations and equipment 
designed by Thales and this aided my 
knowledge on robotics and simulators.” 
George Shallcross

GCSE Business students in Year 9 grew their own products to bring to market. Students planted a range of seeds which 
they nurtured over six weeks and sold to visitors from their enterprise tent at the school open day. Students learned about 
the 4Ps of marketing (Product, Price, Place and Promotion) and worked through the full marketing process from forming 
ideas to writing the press release and handling cash on the day.

Students using the flight simulators…

…were relieved they didn’t ‘crash’!

Maths challenges 
Last year was an outstanding year for the UK 
Mathematics Challenge Junior and Senior 
teams.

The students involved were a true inspiration 
through their real enthusiasm and excitement 
for the competition. From December to 
April students gave up their own time after 
school to study for these challenges and their 
achievements are a testament to their efforts. 
See more information on the Senior and Junior 
teams on the Upper and Lower school pages.

Also this year we were fortunate enough to 
be invited to the Team Maths challenge hosted 
at the Weald of Kent Grammar School. A team 
of three Year 7 students took on teams from 
local schools and grammar schools all with four 
members. Although we were a team member 
down we still performed exceptionally well and 
collaborative skills shone through! Well done to 
Amelie Wootton, George Gash and Emily Finn 
who made us extremely proud! 

Amelie Wootton, George Gash and Emily Finn
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Science &  
Technology
Another great set 
of results for the 
Science department
This year the Science department achieved 
another great set of results, with 58% of the 
students gaining grades 9-4, 42% of students 
achieving grades 9-5, and 10% of students 
achieving grades 9-7 in the second year of the 
new double award qualification.
The students who studied the three separate Sciences 
at GCSE had the best set of results the department has 
achieved so far, with two students gaining the maximum 
grades of 9,9,9.

This was ably supported by other grades of 7,8,9  8,7,8  and 
7,8,7. Well done to all those hard working students.

The department also celebrated the achievements of our 
Year 13 students, with over 60% of them achieving above their 
expected grades, again well done to those students, especially 
as they were our first cohort to do this qualification.

Sadly, we said a few goodbyes this year, with Mr Ainsworth 
going back to his roots in the Lake District, Mr Reid who left 
education for another career, and Mr Hartley who has taken his 
teaching expertise to Vietnam.

However, every cloud has a silver lining, and I am pleased to 
welcome Mrs Musariri, our new head of Key Stage 4, and Miss 
Simpson to the Academy and especially to the department.
Mr Whitehead Head of Science

Design and Technology 
department update
It has been another successful year for the Design and 
Technology department and Year 11 achieved amazing 
results in their GCSEs in the new specification.

We are really looking forward to seeing our first cohort 
set of students through IB Design and Technology course. 
The department has continued to run many successful 
competitions and clubs which have enlisted many students 
at the Academy.

As we look ahead to the future, we have the launch of the 
Design and Technology Trip to Disneyland in 2021 for the 
Design and Technology conference.

Also, we have entered the Soapbox Challenge and 
Engineers Project again!
Miss Widdison Head of Design and Technology

Tasty treats on the French 
Cuisine trip to Normandy 
Students and staff had a fantastic time during the May Half Term 
on the French Cuisine Trip to Normandy.

They sampled apple juice, visited Bayeux town, watched 
caramel and chocolate being made and tasted a selection of goats 
cheeses from the farm.

Learning how to milk a goat

Finding out about delicious caramel at this attraction in Isigny-sur-Mer

Standing among some of the biggest barrels that our students had ever seen!
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Food Preparation and 
Nutrition report
It has been a successful year in the Food Preparation and 
Nutrition department with great achievements from our 
students.

A great highlight was our competition with afternoon teas 
with Year 8, students worked brilliantly together in teams 
and the food dishes produced as a result were spectacular.

We also had another great year with our SKA Bake Off, 
where students were engaged in a wide range of activities 
to support their development.

Students in Years 7 and 8 worked well with building on 
their cooking skills and nutritional knowledge, whilst having 
fun adapting their recipes. Students also entered a national 
competition with the tea cake challenge.

Students and staff travelled to Normandy in France in May 
2019, to explore French cuisines, visit cheese manufacturers, 
visit a goat cheese farm, make chocolates, see caramels being 
made – and students even made bread in a traditional bakery. 
See the pictures on the previous page. 
Miss Draper Head of Food Preparation and Nutrition

Science Week crime scene 
During Science Week, the department set up a crime scene 
where someone had been murdered.

There was an outline of the body on the floor, a note, 
fingerprints on the handle of the classroom and a drop of blood 
left at the scene. Over two lessons, Year 8 students had to look 
and test the evidence. This involved the DNA extraction of peas 
(to mimic DNA extraction in real life), a flame test to identify the 
unknown substance at the scene, fingerprinting (they had to 
match the fingerprints found at the crime scene to the suspects) 
and chromatography to find out who had left the note. They then 
put all of their findings together in a crime report.

The following lesson they got the ‘DNA results’ back and 
the alibis for the suspects (Mr Whitehead, Miss Widdison,  
Mrs O’Gormley, Ms Ahmed and Mr Cooper). They then – from all 
of this evidence – had to say who they think the ‘murderer’ was.

Most of the class were correct and identified Miss Widdison 
as the ‘murderer’!

Checking fingerprints Extracting pea DNA

Thank you to Mark and Karin from Animal Aid who visited us in May to 
give a talk and demonstration of vegetarian cooking to Year 9 students

Year 7 and 8 students rose to the challenge of the Tunnock’s Tea Cake with 
the help of Mrs Draper and Year 11 students. They produced some fantastic 
designs and amazing-looking plates!

Engineering Club
When I started Engineering Club we were given a broad brief to 
design anything that we wanted. I decided to design something 
that young children could use to look after an animal because 
of my long history of working with them. 

One pet that is often chosen as a first pet is a freshwater fish, 
however, they often die very early due to unclean water, lack of 
feeding or over feeding. I was learning about fractional distillation 
in my Science class when I thought about the idea that you could 
use technology to take care of your pets. My design was a solar-
powered self-cleaning and feeding fish tank. I was in assembly 
when I heard the good news 
that my work had been selected 
to be on display in Canterbury 
Christchurch University as 
th e  ju d ges  h ad  award ed 
me a Distinction and Highly 
Commended for my design. I 
found the whole experience 
really fun. Evangeline Baker 
Year 8 Evangeline Baker
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Author Jenny McLachlan 
visits SKA
On Wednesday 6 February, Most Able and Talented students 
had the pleasure of meeting author Jenny McLachlan and 
spent the morning working on their creative writing skills.

Jenny delivered an inspiring and fun talk to our students 
and helped them create their own imaginative stories 
including The Girl with the Dragon’s Heart, Iron Blood and 
Broken Shadow. Students thoroughly enjoyed the excellent 
writing workshop!

Communication
A new school year – 
and a new team
In September Mr Racher and Miss Black 
were joined by seven teachers new to The 
Skinner’s Kent Academy: Mr Bermingham, 
Mrs Brindley, Mrs Dallimore, Mr Gleed, Ms 
Gonzales, Mr Lyons and Mr Skehan.
The new English team have a wide range of teaching and life 
experience, with some at the beginning of their careers and 
others who have worked in a range of different schools, locally, 
in other parts of the UK and overseas.

We are all using our experiences, interests and talents to build 
a new English Department team which will inspire the Academy’s 
students to make great progress in English. 

Thank you to everyone at the Academy for their warm 
welcome. Mr Skehan Head of English

Students created their own imaginative stories

In March, everyone at SKA celebrated World Book Day. Student Library Assistants 
handed out book tokens to all students. This is just one of the beautiful World 
Book Day displays on show in the SKA Library.

Students were inspired by Jenny McLachlan’s visit to SKA
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Christmas market trip to Lille 
As a part of learning about French culture, we were able to have 
the opportunity to experience the French town and Christmas 
market of Lille.

We were able to explore the town and practise speaking French 
to local shop owners, which allowed us to gain experience in using 
French in everyday situations. Seeing how the French celebrated 
Christmas showed us how the cultures differed from France to 
England as everything in Lille was quite extravagantly decorated 
showing how much they love the holiday of Christmas.

The stalls in the market offered handmade gifts and a variety 
of foods encapsulating the idea of French culture. Grace Ball and 
Isabelle Finch Year 11 students

Annual Southeast Schools 
Themed Book Award 
On Wednesday 27 March, 10 Year 8 students went to Kent 
College Pembury to participate in the annual Southeast Schools 
Themed Book Award (SESTBA).

There was a book signing, a lovely feast and wonderful 
presentations from students and authors. Our students had 
a lovely evening representing the Academy amongst 15 local 
secondary schools! 

Culture, culture, culture…
Languages are part of the cultural richness of our society 
and the world in which we live and work.

Learning languages contributes to mutual understanding, 
a sense of global citizenship and personal fulfilment. At 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy, students learn to appreciate 
different countries, cultures, communities and people. By 
making comparisons, they gain insight into their own culture 
and society. 

The ability to understand and communicate in another 
language is a lifelong skill for education, employment and 
leisure in this country and throughout the world. 

At the Academy, it is our core purpose to bring culture as 
well as language to our lessons and our students have been 
embracing different cultural projects through research, use 
of authentic texts and trips to France. 
Mrs Benamrouche Head of MFL

A couple of students helping out during our Languages Open Evening

Say fromage! A group shot of students in the Lille Christmas market

One of the SESTBA presentations Students had a lovely evening representing the Academy at SESTBA
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Understanding 
European History 
on our Krakow Trip
In Term 5, from Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28 
May,  30 Year 9 students had the chance to 
visit Krakow to deepen their understanding of 
European History and learn more about Polish 
customs and culture.

Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
and represented the Academy very well. One of 
the highlights of the trip was a fantastic tour of 
Wieliczka Salt Mine to learn about the Formation 
of salt and how this benefited the Polish economy 
for centuries. Students and staff were in awe of 
the stunning Chapel of St Kinga which is known 
as the jewel of the Wieliczka Salt Mine and the 
miners’ pride.

As part of the visit, students got the opportunity 
to visit the Auschwitz Birkenau Concentration 
Camp and the Krakow Jewish Quarter (including 
Schindler’s Factory) to learn about the horrific 
events during World War Two. This was a very 
moving experience which enabled students to 
reflect on the Holocaust and the importance of 
tolerance as well as the dangers of discrimination.

Humanities
Outstanding work from  
our Humanities students
It has been another fantastic year for Humanities with enjoyable and memorable trips to 
Krakow, Eastbourne and London. Students have been working exceptionally hard and have 
produced outstanding work, of which they should be very proud.
We are also celebrating student exam 
success and need to give a special 
mention to Javier Sequeira for achieving 
a Grade 9 in GCSE Geography and Aidan 
Mars for achieving a Grade 9 in GCSE 
History. 

This  year we also expanded the 
curriculum offer for our Sixth Form 
students who have the option to study 
IB Geography,  History,  Social  and 
Cultural Anthropology, BTEC Health and 
Social Care and BTEC Psychology. This is 
enabling our students to study subjects 
they are passionate about and will open 

many doors for their exciting futures 
ahead. 

The enrichment opportunities continue 
to grow with our new Eco Club for 
students to develop their understanding 
of environmental issues and take action 
to make a difference within the SKA 
community. It was also encouraging 
to see so many Year 9 students take 
inspiration from their Geography lessons 
and use their Community Projects to 
tackle environmental issues through 
beach clean-ups at the coast, advocacy 
on environmental issues and litter picks. 

This proved to be a fantastic opportunity 
for our young people to take learning 
beyond the classroom and act as excellent 
ambassadors for the Academy. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Ms Shillito, our new Geography 
teacher, and Ms Roberts who is teaching 
Psychology and Health and Social Care 
to the team. They are already making 
excellent contributions to our curriculum 
and have been very impressed by the 
talents and positive attitudes of our 
students.
Miss Duffy Head of Humanities Faculty

A student in WW1 uniform at our open evening

Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience of visiting Krakow

Exploring Wieliczka Salt Mine Auschwitz Birkenau Concentration Camp
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Engaging with the 
outside through 
Geography fieldtrips 
Year 9 and 10 students developed their fieldwork 
skills this year with the annual trips to London to 
study urban dynamics and Eastbourne to study 
coastal processes and management.

Engaging with outside spaces enables our 
students to develop a deeper understanding of 
the content of their GSCE course. They interacted 
with impeccable manners with members of the 
public, building on their social skills in order to 
gather primary data through questionnaires.

Fieldwork also allows for expansion of the 
student interdisciplinary skills with the statistical 
recording and analysis of data, which is vital 
in order for them to reach conclusions and 
evaluate their work. This will form part of their 
examinations at the end of Year 11.

They definitely earned a well-deserved ice 
cream for their efforts! 

Taking a break in London’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park

Inside the velodrome

Dodging interactive fountains

A quick botany lesson in Stratford Our students can study anywhere!

Ice creams in Eastbourne

Learning about coastal processes and management on the Eastbourne seafront
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Lower School
Big changes at the 
Academy this year
This year has seen some big changes at the Academy, 
particularly within our pastoral structure. We have moved 
away from a vertical House structure, to year groups.
Newton House is now known as the 
Lower School, and Senior House as 
Upper School. This change reflects 
the continued growth of the Academy, 
giving a greater emphasis on the 
transition of students from primary 
to secondary education. Students 
join Lower School, a ‘school within 
a school’, where they access a full 
curriculum and learn to learn in 
a secondary environment, before 
graduating to the Upper School in Year 
9. Despite these changes, our ethos 
remains the same.

During the year we have achieved 
great success and undertaken many 
adventures. Back in March, students in 
Year 8 joined in on their first Academy 
ski trip – this year to the USA – joining 
a long succession of Academy Alumni 
who have developed a passion for 
the sport. We continued our focus on 
community, with a range of successful 
fundraising events for local charities. 
We explored our IB ethos by looking at 
the global community and specifically 
our European neighbours, with a House 
Tutor sweepstake of the Eurovision Song 
Contest. We raised the profile of the 
three Academy Houses – Darwin, Brunel 
and Franklin – with more competitions 
and sporting events, with Franklin House 
being crowned the winners. Students in 
Years 7 and 8 we also recognised highly 
for their academic success, with a large 
number receiving prizes at the Academy 
Prize Giving in July.

During the summer holidays, 42 new 
Year 7s joined us for our annual Summer 
School. Students took part in a range of 
English, Maths, Art, Design Technology 
and History sessions, as well as trips to 
Hever Castle and Blacklands Farm. They 

also competed daily in sporting events, 
with my (Mr Blake) team even being 
crowned bench ball champions. The 
week was an excellent chance to meet 
our new students and for them to settle 
into the Academy ready for September.

After the summer break, we returned 
to the academic year as Lower School. 
We welcomed our largest-ever cohort 
at almost 240 students. Miss Cattley 
is now the Head of Year 7, with Mrs 
Weller heading up Year 8. Students 
have already had a huge range of 
experiences, both in and out of the 
classroom. We had a live performance 
and wellbeing assembly from Ben 
Brown, a London based up and coming 
musician with over 60,000 streams on 
Spotify. In November we had a special 
performance for Year 8 students of ‘Your 
Country Needs You’ by the Quantum 
Theatre – a great cross-curricular 
opportunity for History and Drama.

The Lower School Student Leadership 
team, comprising eight Year 8 students, 
have started with a bang. Their first event 
was ‘Cake Off’, where students from each 
House bought in a mix of shop-bought 
and homemade treats, which they sold 
during break and lunch time. This event 
raised over £300, which was donated to 
Connect Mentoring, who support the 
Academy by proving mentors to students 
in need. Our annual Halloween Disco was 
attended by over 100 students, dressed 
in fully themed attire, transforming our 
usually calm Pen and Paper restaurant 
into a bustling dancefloor. 

It has been such a pleasure to watch 
the students work together and prepare 
for their futures, and I can’t wait to see 
what success next year brings.
Mr Blake AAVP Head of Lower School

Junior Maths 
Challenge
The Junior team had a lot to live up to after 
last year’s results and the Senior team’s 
performance but they did not let this get 
in their way.

We had the biggest cohort sit the junior 
challenge this year with nearly 50 students 
taking part! They worked really hard in 
the lead up to the challenge and it all paid 
off! Luca Abela achieved a Gold Award 
with a score high enough to allow him to 
qualify for the Junior Kangaroo European 
Maths challenge, we had a further silver 
award and four bronze awards. Again, 
their commitment and enthusiasm was 
admirable! This year was a huge success for 
the UK Maths Challenge at SKA and we look 
forward to next year!

The  UK  Maths  ch a l l en ge  wi l l  b e 
running again in 2019-20, starting after 
Christmas and all students involved will be 
notified. 

A line-up of Lower School Sports Day winners

Students taking part in some Summer School activities
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Dancer of the week
Joshua Bishop attends an after-school 
dance club at Bishops Down school, one 
night a week.

He got the award for his hard work, 
effort and perseverance and he was 
incredibly proud of this and brought it in 
to show everyone at the Academy. 

Joshua loves dancing, in fact he 
didn’t leave the dance floor once during the Lower School 
Halloween Disco! 

Halloween Disco
Congratulations to the Lower school for raising almost £700 
from this year’s Halloween Disco. This brings their fundraising 
total up to over £1,000 already this year – well done! 

Kent County Council 
Streetwise Pedestrian Safety
The  Streetwise Pedestrian Safety Theatre group came into 
the Academy on Tuesday 5 March to present to our Year 7 
students about road safety.

The presentation reinforced the potential consequences 
of not concentrating or taking risks on roads. The aim of the 
visit was for students to make more-informed decisions and 
manage their own personal safety, as well as seeing how their 
behaviour affects those around them.

This year’s Halloween Disco was a fearsomely good fundraising event

Joshua

Staff and students dancing ‘The Time Warp’ at the Halloween Disco The Ben Brown Year 7 and 8 mental health and wellbeing tour performance

Year 7 and 8 students working as Student Receptionists, helping the Admin team

Congratulations to the Dragons’ Den winning team ‘VEGY’ who created a line 
of vegetarian MetrostoresStudents learned about road safety through the theatre presentation
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Upper School
Reflecting on some 
fantastic moments 
from 2018-19
I am thrilled to start my second year as 
Head of Upper School. I can reflect on some 
fantastic moments during 2018-19 and also 
plenty of exciting times ahead for 2019-20.
Highlights for 2018-19 have to be the rewards we planned for 
students who showed excellent behaviour and attendance. We 
ran termly film nights held in our Lecture Theatre. This was a 
wonderful time for students to have a break from lessons and 
sit and enjoy a film and some snacks with their peers. We were 
also delighted to take over 100 Upper School students to Thorpe 
Park as a big thank you for their hard work. 

During 2019-20 we are introducing some big changes. We 
have a new behaviour policy and a new pastoral structure. 
The behaviour policy is designed to be more transparent and 
easy to follow for students, parents and staff. The changes to 
the behaviour policy have enhanced learning and progress for 
students in lessons.

Upper School students are also now led by Heads of Year 
instead of Heads of Houses. This change means that students 
receive support more specific to their age groups and individual 
needs. 

As we continue to grow as an Academy, we will continue to 
adapt to the needs of our students. 
Mr Flack AAVP Head of Upper School

Wellbeing support 
Connect Mentoring
Connect Mentoring is a 
voluntary church-based 
organisation that comes 
into the Academy each day 
to support our students.

Currently we have nine 
mentors  support ing  22 
students. Each day we have 
one or two mentors working 
with students for a half-hour 
session. Their sessions run 
weekly for between 6-10 
weeks depending on needs.

 A student can be referred 
for any reason – such as 
worries about starting a new 
school, friendship issues, 
family problems or exam 
stress. If you feel your child 
would benefit from this 
service, please contact your 
child’s HoY to discuss.
We raise funds throughout 
the year to support the work 
of Connect Mentoring and 
any contribution would be 
gratefully received.
Miss Fidge Head of Year 10

Young Carers
We  c u r r e n t l y  h av e  6 8 
Young Carers attending 
the Academy and have 
developed strong links with 
Young Carers Tunbridge 
Wells who regularly come in 
to the Academy to support 
our young people.

In addition, Mrs Gibson 
runs a weekly drop-in group 
on Friday lunch times that all 
Young Carers are welcome 
to attend.

It is a chill out space where 
they can chat, listen to music, 
play board games and eat 
their lunch together.

We also hold an annual 
Christmas Party for the Young 
Carers with food, music, 
crafts and a goodie bag for 
everyone.

If your child is a young 
carer for a member of your 
family but not yet registered, 
please contact me to find 
out more.
Mrs Gibson  Head of Year 11Louis Rowbottom had his first flying day with the Air Cadets at RAF Benson in 

May – his only disappointment was that they didn’t do any stunts!

National Trafalgar Day 
honour for Jesse
Jesse Thorpe-Murrells had the privilege of being chosen as the 
first wreath bearer for National Trafalgar Day in London on 
Sunday 20 October. He was in charge of carrying the first wreath 
and handing it to the Lord Mayor of Westminster.

Jesse Thorpe-Murrells The Lord Mayor of Westminster
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Intermediate Maths 
Challenge
The Senior team faced a huge amount 
competition this year with hundreds 
of thousands of students taking part 
nationwide.

We achieved a total of seven awards, and 
Christian Radu, Abigail Biggs and Archie 
Clark all received silver awards. This year’s 
challenge was tough so a massive well done 
to everyone who took part in the challenge 
– their enthusiasm and commitment was 
excellent to see!

The MYP Community 
Project at SKA pays 
dividends
As a culmination of their Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) learning students in 
Year 9 undertook dedicated and diligent 
service learning in the form of their 
community projects.

We have been very impressed by the 
hard work that the students have put 
into these projects and the fantastic 
contribution they have made to their chosen 
communities.

Year 9 identif ied needs arising in 
communities they are connected with and 
went out into these communities in their 
own time to make a difference and meet 
this need.

We have had a really diverse range of 
projects this year, with litter picks, beach 
clean-ups, charity bake sales, volunteer 
work, and advocacy amongst others being 
undertaken with aplomb.

A very large amount of money has been 
raised for various charities and the students 
have received praise from organisations and 
members of the public alike.

Some of these projects were showcased 
at SKA’s MYP Project Fair. Now in its 
second year, this was a resounding success 
and allowed our parents, friends, and 
neighbours to come and share in our pride 
in our students’ success.    

SKA celebrates excellent GCSE results 
Year 11 students and staff celebrated 
excellent GCSE results in August.

Executive Principal Dr Hilary Macaulay 
said, “I am incredibly proud of the 
achievements of all our students and 
the progress they have made this year. 
Highlights across the Academy this year 
include a record breaking 27 Grade 9s, 
80 Grade 8s and 123 Grade 7s. 

“ We  a l s o  c e l e b rate d  s e ve ra l 
outstanding individual performances 
with 5 students achieving an average 
grade of an 8 across all subjects, 8 
students achieving an average grade of a 
7 and 40 students achieving an average 
grade of a 6. These excellent results 

will ensure that all of our students have 
the very best opportunities for the next 
stage in their studies. In addition, there 
have been some outstanding individual 
performances including Javier Sequeira 
who gained five Grade 9s and four 
Grade 8s amongst his GCSE grades, 
Joshua Duncan who achieved five 9s, 
two 8s, one 7, one 6 and an A*, and 
Cerys Crook who achieved two 9s, four 
8s, two sevens, one 6 and an A*.

“Over a quarter of the cohort 
achieved a Grade 7 or above in Maths 
and English and a new record number 
of top grades were achieved across a 
range of subjects.” 

Class of 2019 Prom memories

Some beautiful dresses and hijabs Students enjoying dancing and socialising

A Prom line-up in the grounds of the Academy

Students proudly displaying some of their great GCSE results

Students celebrated each others’ results tooAll that hard work paid off handsomely

Students at the MYP Project Fair
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Sixth Form
We welcomed our largest-
ever Year 12 cohort
Following an entertaining and successful Taster Day in 
July we welcomed our largest-ever Year 12 cohort to 
the Academy.
Students are all studying for the 
International Baccalaureate Career-
related Programme (IBCP) and have 
been settling into their new diploma 
and applied courses, ranging from Social 
and Cultural Anthropology, Psychology 
and Geography through to Sport, 
Biology and Health and Social Care.

For Year 13, IBCP studies have 
cont inued a longs ide univers i ty 
applications and building CVs in 
p re p a rat i o n  fo r  a p p l i cat i o n  to 
apprenticeships and job applications. 
As part of the wider learning for the 
IB, all students have taken on a role 
in supporting younger students in 

the Academy. Year 7 students benefit 
greatly from the extra help they get in 
reading and numeracy from their Year 
12 mentors. 

Students have been participating in 
a design group contributing their ideas 
to a refurbished café and eating area 
for students and staff in the Sixth Form 
Study Centre. This involved giving their 
ideas on décor and lay out, as well as 
their preferences for the menu. Staff 
from Accent Catering went away with 
a wide range of ideas and suggestions 
from the students and are now working 
on a very enticing menu for next year’s 
launch of Café VI. Mrs Read

2019 IB results 
and university 
applications 
Building on the success of recent years, 
Sixth Form students celebrated another 
excellent set of results in the International 
Baccalaureate Career-related Programme.

S t u d e n t s  u n d e r t o o k  a  s u i t e  o f 
qualifications including: Visual Arts, History, 
Social and Cultural Anthropology, Business 
Management and the London Institute of 
Banking and Finance Diploma.

This year, 72% of our International 
Baccalaureate Career-related Programme 
(IBCP) Sixth Form students applied for 
university. This is the most university 
applications the Academy has seen to 
date and highlights the extensive range of 
subjects we offer as part of the programme.

Students received offers from a range of 
universities including Portsmouth, Leeds 
and Canterbury Christchurch to study 
courses such as Accounting, Biomedical 
Science, Film Production and International 
Studies.

The students also achieved the best-ever 
results at the Academy in Biology, Social 
and Cultural Anthropology, History, English 
Language and Literature and Mathematical 
Studies.

The students’ achievements enabled 
them to secure places at universities in 
Canterbury, Cardiff, Central Lancashire, 
Nottingham, Portsmouth, Falmouth and 
Essex, amongst others.

Visual Arts exhibition
As part of the IB course Visuals Art course, students displayed their final 
pieces in the Science and DT breakout area in the Academy. 

This work was displayed for two weeks and students, visitors and parents 
came to see what the students produced.

This year, there was an array of different themes that the students explored, 
all completed in a variety of media that they had produced in their IB Visual 
Arts course.

There are always many happy faces on results day!

Year 12 students supporting Lower School students with their reading
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Emirates Stadium visit
On Friday 1 March, Year 12 students 
visited the Emirates Stadium in 
London for the ‘UK University and 
Apprenticeship Search Fair’ to see 
over 120 university and apprenticeship 
providers and hear a range of talks.

This included talks on student finance, 
personal statement writing, Higher 
and Degree Apprenticeships and life at 

university. Students had a great day and 
the visit was the perfect way to inspire 
and inform them of all of the different 
pathways available to them after Sixth 
Form.

Year 12 students also had the 
opportunity to visit the University 
and Careers Fair at the Stadium in  
October. 

Year 13 farewell 
The Academy hosted an event to say 
goodbye to our Year 13 students.  It 
was hosted at The Shuffle House with 
and teachers versus students shuffle 
games and an array of pizza.

All who attended had a great evening 
and we wish all our Year 13 the best in 
the future.

Work readiness programme
Year 12 students spent time in Howtown, Ullswater in July for their week-long 
work readiness programme with the Outward Bound Trust.

Thank you to The Berkeley Foundation for their assistance in providing this 
opportunity.  Students also climbed Helvelyn which is the second-highest mountain 
in the Lake District.

Finance workshop
On Monday 13  May, four representatives 
from the Finance Industry volunteered 
their time to run a workshop with our Year 
12 students to give them a valuable insight 
into the life of a Finance Advisor.

As well as understanding the role, 
students were introduced to the concepts 
of protection, pension, savings and 
investments through an interactive game 
‘Discovery Fortunes’. As always, it is hugely 
valuable for our students to have the 
opportunity to meet real life representatives 
from the industry to help shape their own 
aspirations and career paths. 

Tate Britain trip
 On Wednesday 30 October, the Year 12 
IB English Language & Literature group 
travelled to Tate Britain in London.

They experienced the William Blake 
exhibition, using his inspiring art and poetry 
to inform their explorations of the ‘Songs of 
Innocence and Experience’.

The students loved the experience, 
immersing themselves in the world of the 
Arts and thoroughly enjoyed the pizza 
afterwards!

Mount Helvelyn offered beautiful views of Ullswater

Year 12 students learned both physical skills… …and mental skills on the week-long programme

Heading off into the wide world The game ‘Discovery Fortunes’ teaches financial skills

Tate Britain houses the William Blake exhibition

Queueing outside the Emirates Stadium for  the ‘UK University and Apprenticeship Search Fair’
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Unsung Heroes

We celebrated our students’ excellent 
attitude, attendance and citizenship
Over the last year, more than 500 students 
and their parents, grandparents and carers 
have attended our Unsung Heroes events.
These events are designed to celebrate the excellent attitude, 
attendance and citizenship of our students who always do the 
right thing. We want these students to know how proud we and 
their families are of them.

It is an opportunity for parents, 
students and staff  to get 
together to celebrate the 
successes of these students 
and it is always wonderful to 
see so many proud families 
celebrating over a cup of tea 
and cakes.

Numbers have risen with every 
celebration that has taken place 
and we hope that one day, 
we will be able to invite every 
student and their parents to 
one of these wonderful Unsung 
Heroes events.
Mr Rowe AVP Inclusion

Year 10

Year 9

Year 7

Year 8

Year 11
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Enrichment
Enrichment at SKA is 
growing and growing!
There is such a diverse range of opportunities for our 
students to take part in which truly enrich learning.
The variety of clubs on offer is 
astounding, from Ukulele Club with Mr 
Cooper and Mr Dennett, to SKA News 
Club with Mrs Dallimore.

It is incredibly exciting to see many 
different Drama Workshops and a range 
of sports clubs at lunchtimes. There 
truly is something for everyone. There 
are also a whole host of competitive 
events and fixtures such as staff versus 
student sports events every Friday, 
chess tournaments and the ever-
successful mock trials. 

It was fantastic to reward students 
from each House for their outstanding 
attendance and engagement in 
Enrichment in Term 1 with several 
rewards and prizes.

Enrichment is also continuing out 
of school with the trip up to see the 
Arsenal Ladies’ team play in Term 2 as 
a reward for students who made an 
outstanding start to the year.

Enrichment is always expanding 
and evolving.
Mr Hogg Enrichment Coordinator

Year 8 handball team A staff versus students netball match

Judging the entries in our SKA Bake Off competition

A couple of our green-fingered gardeners

A Magic Movie Club creation

Students always have a whale of a time at our Magic Movie ClubStudents celebrating all things musical during a rock band rehearsal
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The Duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award
It’s been an amazing journey for all our 
Academy DofE Groups in 2019
This year has been an exciting and successful year for all our Academy DofE Groups. It has 
been a pleasure sharing their amazing journey and we are truly delighted to witness their 
joyful but tired faces as they have each successfully reached the finish line.
GOLD We saw our first-ever 
Gold Award Team blazing their 
way to success.

They gave up weekend time 
and after Academy sessions 
to train and plan for their 
expeditions. They have given 
hours of their time helping 
to train the Bronze and Silver 
students, which has been 
fabulously helpful and has also 
improved rapport between 
these year groups.

The team breezed their way 
through the Practice Expedition 
in the Brecon Beacons, walking 
a minimum of eight hours each 
day for four days. Even on the 
day they walked 24km in driving 
rain, they still had smiles and 
jokes to share in the evening at 
the campsite. 

The exhi larat ing  f ina le 
was the four-day qualifying 
expedition in Snowdonia, a 
highlight being navigating their 

way down through the Devil’s 
Kitchen on day two and being 
rewarded with stunning views 
and fairly good weather.

The all-boys team of seven 
have been outstanding in 
all areas, showing excellent 
manners, competent navigation 
and survival skills and good 
humour throughout.

The boys and I would like 
to thank Ben Johnson (SKA 
DofE Leader) for giving up 
holiday time to assist with 
the expeditions. We are also 
grateful to Claire Fenton and 
Julian Metcalf (Gold DofE 
Leaders) and the Year 12 DofE 
students from The Skinners’ 
School for letting us join with 
their Gold Expedition Groups. 
A final thanks to Scott, Ted and 
Luis from Adventure-Training-
Expeditions for training us, 
assessing us, laughing at us, and 
for keeping us safe. 

Setting out on day one of Gold Practice in the Brecon Beacons Part way through the Gold Qualifying Expedition in Snowdonia

Silver Group students roaming the Ashdown Forest

Silver Group students pause for a picture in East Sussex
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SILVER This year saw two delightful and 
extremely competent Silver groups, 
made up of Year 10 and 11 students, 
efficiently planning and executing their 
three-day expeditions with ease.

They cheerfully roamed through the 
Ashdown Forest for their Practice, and 
did an outstanding job of navigating 
their way down through East Sussex to 
finish their route by walking along the 
beautiful Seven Sisters.

The students and I would like to 
thank Ben Johnson, David Lloyd and 
Peta Hampshire (SKA DofE Leaders) for 
giving up their time to support us on 
the expeditions. We would also like to 
thank Charles Waight, our wonderful 
DofE Assessor.

BRONZE Three groups of talented new 
DofE participants joined us from Year 9.

They merrily threw themselves in to 
their training, learning to meal plan, put 
up tents, cook on Trangia stoves, risk 
assess, follow the country and highway 
codes, pack rucksacks, do first aid, plan 
routes, navigate and use a compass.

On their two-day Practice Expedition 
they made their way through the 
Tunbridge Wells footpaths from 
the Academy to end up camping on 
Skinners’ playing fields in Southborough. 
They walked for a minimum of six hours 
and 12km each day. Behaviour was 
outstanding and very safe and they were 
thoroughly good fun throughout.

The Bronze teams and I would like 
to thank Paige Kinsey, Peta Hampshire, 
Ben Johnson, Charlotte Hunter, Katie 
McCreadie, Marina Persee and Carolyn 
Black (SKA DofE Leaders and Staff) as 
well as the Gold and Silver students 
who helped with training. Finally, a 
huge thank you to Charles Waight and 
Andrew Rock, our DofE Assessors.

It would not be possible to run DofE 
without the support of many other 
Academy staff and we are extremely 
thankful to everybody involved from 
the HR, Administration, Finance and 
Outdoor Education Teams to our Site 
Manager and BAM FM for maintaining 
the minibuses for us.
Miss Wallace DofE Coordinator 

“The experience was amazing and 
showed me how I can get out of 
my comfort zone and see nature 
in its natural state. It rained, we 
struggled, but, together as a team, 
we successfully did it. One of the 
best moments was after a long day, 
we could sit down, debrief and relax 
whilst preparing for the next. We put 
up our tents, prepared the bedding 
and a hot dinner. It helped me to 
develop coordination skills and team 
skills” Valentin Bartos Gold 

“I think DofE is a fantastic opportunity 
to meet new people and gain new 
experiences. I also gained new 
interests from completing the 
skill, physical and volunteering 
sections, and also found a passion for 
photography through my skill section. 
The hardest part would be self-belief 
in how far you can push yourself, but 
once you have completed it you feel  
great pride” Bea Owen Bronze and Silver

“DofE was one of the most amazing 
experiences even though it was a 
bit wet! The expedition is a great 
way to spend time with your friends 
out doors with no technology as 
a distraction. I especially enjoyed 
the volunteering section as it was 
amazing to feel like I was helping 
others” Ashleigh Clarke Bronze 

“What I enjoyed most was working 
together and finding a different sense 
of humour. It was all worth it for 
the great memories. DofE isn’t just 
about the expedition, it also teaches 
you a lot about the real world by 
pushing yourself to do things and 
go to places you haven’t before. 
For my volunteering I worked in a 
charity shop. It was scary at first, but 
after a couple of weeks I was really 
comfortable” Sariah Peddy Bronze 

Bronze Group students walked for a minimum of six hours every single day

Bronze Group students ready for their final expedition
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Ski Trips
Two Academy ski 
trips in 2019!
The first was to Zell Am See/Kaprun in 
February with Years 11 to 13, and the second 
was to the USA in April with Years 8 to 10.
Both ski trips were a huge success, with students of all abilities 
taking to the slopes and developing a love for the sport. With 
breath-taking views and brilliant sunshine, we were truly spoilt 
on both trips. 

Next year we are off to Italy and we will soon launch our 2021 
trip – Carinthia, Austria – so keep an eye out for more details and 
if you are interested in joining our annual ski trip, please contact 
me. Mr Blake AAVP Head of Lower School

In February 2019, I went to Zell am See and Kaprun in 
Austria. Overall the whole trip was amazing, I got to ski 
on the highest mountain in Kaprun, where there was an 
amazing view and many black slopes where I got to test my 
skills and learn new ones.

Our ski instructor was nice and kind and taught everyone 
new skills which improved their skiing. I was able to have a lot 
of fun during the day as everyone liked each other and a lot 
of jokes where made to make the day a lot more enjoyable.

The hotel we stayed at was very practical for skiing, as we 
had places to store our equipment. The food was nice and 
different to what I would normally have which I enjoyed. In 
the evening everyone would relax and talk to each other and 
there was no hate between anyone. We also shared the trip 
with another school which was different to previous years. I 
felt that the other school was very nice to us and I was able 
to speak to them easily.

Other than skiing and the hotel, I got to see a ski show 
which was fun to watch as it included fire, fireworks and LED 
drones. The quality of the show was good as there was many 
skiers doing different skills and stunts. Evan-Isaac Cornish 
Year 11 student

 This year I was lucky enough to go on the America ski trip. 
When we arrived at the log cabin style hotel, we could see 
the steep and snowy mountains, when I saw this, I wanted 
to go on the slopes straight away. When we were on the 
slopes our instructors were easy to understand, this was 
very useful if you want to learn new techniques and skills.

 The resort has a vast offer of slope difficulties including 
a beginner’s slope, this means that people of all ages and 
abilities can go and enjoy skiing. Whilst I was skiing, I really 
enjoyed it because everyone was friendly, and there were a 
lot of jokes made. When it was lunchtime all groups would 
come to the same place to eat; this time was enjoyable as 
you would make new friends and eat nice food.

After a day of skiing we put our equipment into our lockers, 
which were provided by the hotel. After a few snowball 
fights it was time to go out for evening. On one occasion 
we went to a quiz night in another hotel, and we also went 
to the big supermarket to buy food and sweets. We toasted 
marshmallows outside with the view of the mountains.

Another highlight was when we went to the Boston 
Mall. We had two hours to wander round the mall and buy 
whatever we wanted to – while the teachers dinned out at 
the Steak House and Cheesecake Factory! Alex Lester Year 
11 student

“We went to the top and skied at the highest 
point in Salzburg. We did the Black Mamba 
Ski run which is the steepest in the whole 
area! We did some jumps at the fun park and 
had some giant pizza slices for lunch!”
Javier Sequiera Year 11 student

All kitted up and ready for some serious skiing in Salzburg

Students striking a pose at the top of the ski run

A group shot outside the log cabin style South Ridge Lodge
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Most Able  
and Talented

Graduation success for 
the ‘Brilliant Club’
On Thursday 7 February, seven students celebrated after 
successfully graduating at the University of Sussex as part 
of their involvement in the ‘Brilliant Club’ this year.
The students had coaching and tutorials with a PhD graduate on the topic of 
Greek Mythology and completed their own personal assignments.

Their essays were excellent and, after being graded to a university mark scheme, 
the results were very impressive. All of the students should be really thrilled about 
their achievement and take pride in their success. 

Helping out at 
SKPS art week
Most Able and Talented students helped 
out with Year 2 art week at SKPS as parts 
of their leadership programme.

They had a very arty afternoon indeed, as 
they assisted the pupils in making beautiful 
paper flowers.

A superb start to a 
students’ day
A great number of students attended the 
Most Able and Talented Breakfast Club 
events this year.

The first-ever event took place in January 
with 37 Year 7 and 8 students enjoying 
breakfast together, reading newspapers and 
discussing their views on the latest news. 

In June, students toured the University of 
Rochester to learn more about university life 
and find out about available courses in the 
Creative Arts industry

Year 7 and 8 maths and science Most Able and 
Talented students attended a STEM competition 
at the Skinner’s Academy in May. They won for 
the second time in a row – by six points!  

Our seven proud students receive a round of applause at their graduation

Breakfast Club is about digesting facts as well as food

Creating fancy floral designs during SKPS art week
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Prizegiving  
Awards 2019
CUPS
Ashleigh Clarke Sportswoman of the Year
Thomas Benstead Sportsman of the Year
Toby Allan Cup for collection of the most 

Reward Points 
Phoebe Martin Outstanding Progress and Effort in 

The Skinners’ Kent Academy  
(girl)

Javier Sequeira Outstanding Progress and Effort in 
The Skinners’ Kent Academy  
(boy)

Jasmine Westover The Friends Award for contribution 
to The Skinners’ Kent Academy 
Community.

Cerys Crook and  
Javier Sequeira

The Face of The Skinners’ Kent 
Academy

Aaron Calthorpe Schools ICT Business and Enterprise 
trophy 

Amelia Jeffery Sound Environments KS3
Jack Mouser Sound Environments KS4
Anastasia Tahintseva The Skinners’ Kent Academy Extra 

Curricular Shield 
Freya Smallwood Charity Shield
Leigh Conboy and 
Matthew Debonnaire

Friends’ Prize for Personal Growth 
and Development

Oscar Anderson Strength in Adversity Award 
for achievements in difficult 
circumstances

Nathan Friend Springboard Marketing Cup for 
Promoting the Academy

Alexandra Charity Recognition for her hard work 
and dedication in her role as Head 
Student this year

Charlotte Mealing Recognition for her hard work 
and dedication in her role as Head 
Student this year

Jennifer Vaughan Recognition for her hard work 
and dedication in his role as Head 
Student this year

Joshua Duncan Chairman’s Cup for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement

ND7 The Skinners’ Kent Academy Junior 
House Cup

Franklin The Skinners’ Kent Academy Senior 
House Cup

EXPRESSIVE ARTS
Anastasia Tahintseva Art KS3
Gabrielle Harris Art KS4
Sofia Cooper PE KS3
Josh Jones PE KS4
Christian Neal PE Year 12 BTEC Sport
Ariel Spencer and 
Frederick Clarke

Drama KS3

Daniella Kok and 
James Barr

Drama KS4

Audrey Stanton Junior musical performer of the year
James Reeve Junior composer of the year
Sam Howell Senior musical performer of the year
Daisy Kneller Senior composer of the year
Sam Franklin Most improved musician

COMMUNICATIONS
Lucy Gibson English Year 7
Charlie Bassett English Year 8
Thomas Smith English Year 9
Rosie Hobbs English Year 10
Mia Snowden English Year 11
Madeleine Smith Modern Foreign Languages Year 7
Lora Todorov Modern Foreign Languages Year 8
Christian Radu Modern Foreign Languages Year 9
Leo Collins Modern Foreign Languages Year 10
Jessica Thompson Modern Foreign Languages Year 11

James Barr who won Drama KS4 in Espressive Arts 
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ENTERPRISE
Christopher Holden Maths Year 7
Florence Bates Maths Year 8
Thomas Smith Maths Year 9
Mitansh Choski Maths Year 10
Joshua Duncan Maths Year 11
Jasmine Westover Maths Studies Year 12
Rosalind Carvell Maths Studies Year 13
Harvey Buckwell Creative iMedia Year 9
Leo Collins Creative iMedia Year 10
Samuel Franklin Computer Science Year 11
Amelia Simmonds Finance Year 10
Elizabeth Adrados Finance Year 12
Charlotte Milton Finance Year 13
Megan Ellis-Smith Business Year 9
Christian Neal Business Year 12
Rosalind Carvell Business Year 13
Jason Best ITGS Year 12
Miraj Miah ITGS Year 13

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
MacKenzie Gowers Science Year 7 
Shannon Cooper Science Year 8 
Christian Radu Science Year 9 
Grace Ball Science Year 10 
Sadika Rahman Science Year 11 
Jasmine Westover Biology Year 12 
Lucy Gibson Technology Year 7
Bethany Peers Technology Year 8
Imogen Riley Design & Technology Year 9
Frank Peers Design & Technology Year 10
Gracie Franklin Design & Technology Year 11
Ieuan Milne IB Design & Technology Year 12
Carrig Duke Food Preparation & Nutrition  

Year 9
Grace Ball Food Preparation & Nutrition  

Year 10  
Jessica Thompson Food Preparation & Nutrition  

Year 11  
Elizabeth Adrados Visual Arts Year 12
Finley Love Visual Arts Year 13
Jasmine Westover International Baccalaureate Year 12 
Charlotte Milton International Baccalaureate Year 13 

HUMANITIES
Charlotte Mason Humanities KS3
Connor Bourne Humanities KS4 Special Recognition 

Award
Hannah Diamond Humanities Year 12 BTEC Health & 

Social Care
Jamie Duncan Geography Year 9
Jack Mouser Geography Year 10
Cerys Crook Geography Year 11
Megan Bourner History Year 9
Szymon Smuszkiewicz History Year 10
Phoebe Martin and 
Aidan Mars

History Year 11

Jacob Wallis IB History Year 13
Charlotte Milton Social & Cultural Anthropology Year 13
Isabella Kaas-Stock Religious Studies Year 11

Oscar Anderson was awarded the Strength in Adversity Award for his 
achievements in difficult circumstances

The Hon Lord Lisvane KCB DL Master of The Skinners’ Company presenting 
awards during the ceremony
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Travel Award

Nursery, volunteering, and karaoke: 
my Philippines experience
Before travelling to the Philippines, I was extremely nervous as I wasn’t too sure what to 
expect. I had been told that their way of life was vastly different to life for us here in the UK 
and when there I needed to keep an open mind.
This in turn made me very anxious, 
particularly the phrase, “Keep an open 
mind.” Especially as it sounded like a 
vague way of saying it might not be for me 
and on top of this, I had to travel nearly 
seven thousand miles whilst maintaining 
this mentality! It was all very stressful 
before I’d even ventured across the globe 
into a continent I’d never visited before, 
yet I decided it was best to hold my breath 
and throw myself in at the deep end; and 
do I regret it? No.

Once I had been in the air close to 
twenty-four hours I finally touched down 
in Palawan, in the Philippines. Palawan is 
an assortment of hundreds of small islands 

in the southern end of the Philippines and 
they’re known to be beautifully scenic and 
vast to explore. To travel to the village I 
would be staying, Tigman, I had to catch a 
trike out of Palawan’s main city of Puerto 
Princessa. These trikes are a key source of 
travel for the local Filipinos and consists 
of a motorcycle with a metal seat welded 
onto the side. There are no seatbelts, little 
to hold onto, and it felt just as safe as it 
sounds! Yet, even though this was daunting 
for me the locals were very friendly and 
accommodating and quickly put me at ease 
during my travel. After three further hours 
of travelling I finally made it into Tigman, 
my home for the next week. 

Tigman village itself was beautiful and 
heart-breaking, with the ocean view 
meters away and coconut trees and 
mountains surrounding the rundown 
village with basic buildings and broken 
road running through it. However, the 
kindness I was met with and the warm 
welcoming I received showed me just 
how excited the locals were and how they 
didn’t need much else to be happy. Whilst 
there I would be staying in dormitory-style 
accommodation. I shared my room with 
two other volunteers, and we shared a 
small bathroom which held our bucket 
shower which I grew to tolerate, although, 
I’d prefer to never use one again. For 

Welcome to Tigman!

Hammocks offered a relaxing break from the sun

Life in Tigman was refreshing and simple
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the next week I would be teaching in 
the local nursery and kindergarten with 
children aged 2-3 and 8-9 years old. I was 
shocked to learn just how much English 
they knew with most being able to hold 
conversations with me without issue. 
I swear some knew my own language 
better than me! The children of Tigman 
were bright, engaging, and a pleasure to 
work with. I’ve never experienced such a 
lively classroom filled with such colourful 
characters so eager to learn. I taught them 
basic to more complex maths and English 
as well as helped support the running of 
their sports day. 

Life in Tigman was refreshing and simple. 
With no Wi-Fi or phone signal available 
in the village, I grew to know my other 
volunteers quite well as well as the staff 

on the volunteer sight. Each meal was 
different and showcased how amazing 
Filipino food was with rice and noodles 
accompanied by a different meat or fish 
sauced locally each day. What I didn’t 
expect was how much the locals enjoyed 
karaoke during my stay. Most evenings 
would consist of the locals and volunteers 
sharing a few drinks and singing on the 
karaoke machine in the local beachside bar. 
This quickly became the perfect way to end 
such a day and created some unique and 
memorable moments for me. I was very 
sad to leave Tigman in the end.

So, would I recommend something like 
volunteering in the Philippines? Certainly! 
Living in Tigman has been one of my most 
eye opening and incredible experiences to 
date and I wish to visit again in the future. A 

week wasn’t long enough for a true sample 
of the Filipino culture and I am sure I will 
return soon! 

As a little aside, I would like to thank The 
Skinners’ Kent Academy and its investors 
of making this opportunity available to me. 
Without them I would have never travelled 
halfway across the world and received a 
truly once in a lifetime experience! It has 
truly changed the way I approach life and 
its obstacles as well as view my own style of 
living. So once again, I truly mean this when 
I say, thank you! I would also like to thank 
International Volunteer HQ and the Green 
Lion Project for creating this volunteering 
experience and accommodating me so well 
during my stay. I hope to work with you 
again at some point in the future.
Samuel Phippen SKA Alumnus

“What I didn’t expect was 
how much the locals enjoyed 
karaoke during my stay. Most 
evenings would consist of the 
locals and volunteers sharing 
a few drinks and singing on 
the karaoke machine in the 
local beachside bar. This 
quickly became the perfect 
way to end such a day”

A truly stunning view of the beach at sunset

A beautiful natural waterfall
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Community
We’re making our 
outdoors great
This year as part of a STEM project with a focus 
on Design and Technology, a group of students 
are working with the Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS) to develop two areas in the Academy.
We have attended a workshop 
in RHS Garden Wisley to plan 
sustainable gardens and our 
tutor from the RHS is on hand 
to give us advice with plants, 
materials and planning. These 
areas will be on display and 
work as rest and healthy mind 
areas where students can read 
and study. 

Over the past few weeks 
we have been designing our 
gardens, working very hard 

every week to ensure they fit 
our standards. In the first week, 
we were discussing our groups 
and looking at our areas, we all 
had to debate to find out what 
area we would like to work on; 
my group chose the smaller 
area that most of our academy 
view and the other group chose 
a large outdoor area of land 
located next to the outdoor 
pitches. As a group we decided 
on the area that was smaller 

because as most people could 
see the area and we thought 
that if it was smaller we could 
pay more attention to it.

On the second week, we 
started making our initial ideas 
poster. This included possible 
images of what our area could 
include. We also discussed 
what type of area we would like 
to have, as a group we decided 
on having a Japanese-themed 
garden with many cacti and 
trees that did not need much 
light since sunlight is quite hard 
to get into the area.

On the third week, we were 
thinking about what we would 
like to include in our design 
and what our space needed 
and why; we also had a look at 
our space properly. Then we 
went on to discuss what type 
of atmosphere we would like 

to have in our area. Around 
this time we also visited Capel 
Manor Col lege where we 
looked at horticulture gardens 
and met our mentors for the 
first time, and  we spoke to him 
about our initial ideas and what 
we wanted in our area.

For the following weeks we 
have been using CAD drawings 
and mind maps to design what 
our garden area will look like. 
In my group we are basing our 
area on a Japanese garden 
from what we saw at Capel 
Manor College; we got quite a 
lot of inspiration from our visit 
there.

Both of our teams are very 
excited for the finished product 
as we have collectively worked 
extremely hard to achieve this 
garden area in our academy. 
Ava Davis

Taking inspiration from the Japanese garden at Capel Manor College

A group shot of the students visiting Capel Manor College

Putting gardening ideas into practice with models and designs

There was so much to see at Capel Manor College
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News Congratulations to Oum Mody, Year 9 (SKA) and 
Lola, Year 5 (SKPS) for winning the Christmas 
Card competition this year!

National Citizen Service (NCS) 
Champion School Award
We are pleased to announce that SKA reached the Silver level 
of achievement for student sign-ups in the summer of 2018.

Local Recruitment Coordinator, Georgia Woolgar, presented 
a plaque and certificate to our Careers Education Information 
and Guidance (CEIAG) Coordinator on Thursday 14 March 2019 
and collected more sign-ups at break time for this year!

Remembrance Day 2019
On Monday 11 November, the Academy held its Annual 
Remembrance Day Assembly. Students, staff and guests 
gathered together to remember those who fought in the 
conflict and reflect during the minute’s silence.

Thank you to the Deputy Mayor of Tunbridge Wells, Friends 
of SKA, Governors and Dennis Homewood, Branch Secretary 
of the Royal British Legion for attending. 

Fundraising 
for the Royal 
British Legion
Freya Woods completed 150 
crocheted poppies to fundraise 
for The Royal British Legion 
(TRBL) and her place on the 
Scouting European Jamboree 
in Poland next July.

There are many aims of the 
Jamboree but Freya chose 
to focus on the following 
three: sustainability, peace 
and community. She aimed to 
crochet 100 but orders came 
flying in and she managed 
more!

Freya pledged to donate £1 
to TRBL from every poppy sale 
and on Saturday 2 November, 
she took £150 to the Legion in 
the town centre. 

Mr Faulkner was so delighted 
by her efforts that he presented 
her with a certificate. 

Kilts are 
coming in 
2020
From September 2020, we are 
replacing the uniform skirt 
option for all Year 7s with 
these beautiful kilts.

The stylish and practical 
kilts (with pockets!) will be 
compulsory for Year 7s who 
chose the skirt option but other 
years can choose to purchase 
them from September 2020. 
All students will still have the 
option to wear black tailored 
uniform trousers.

Congratulations to Eve Dubreuil 
who won the Accent Catering bike 
giveaway for collecting the most 
points across the whole Academy 
for eating healthy meals

Students modelling the lovely new kilts

Guests, students and staff at the Assembly Guests, students and staff at the Assembly

Freya’s poppy power raised fundsAn NCS plaque and certificate for SKA



The Skinners’ Kent Academy
Sandown Park
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN2 4PY
Telephone 01892 534377
Email info@skinnerskentacademy.org.uk
www.skinnerskentacademy.org.uk

Skinners’ Kent Primary School
The Avenue
Knights Wood
Tunbridge Wells TN2 3GS
Telephone 01892 553060
Email info@skinnerskentprimaryschool.org.uk
www.skinnerskentprimaryschool.org.uk

© The Skinners’ Kent  
Academy Trust 2019

Artwork by Christian Wood


