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Change is inevitable, growth is optional. I 
believe it is fair to say, on reflection of the 
past year at The Skinners’ Kent Academy, 
whilst dealing with incredible pressures of 
change, we have remained committed in 
finding such opportunity for growth. 
For much of human history, education’s sole purpose was 
to ensure that people had the necessary skills to survive . In 
today’s society, and at The Skinners’ Kent Academy, education 
– an essential part of every society – holds the key not only to 
survival, but providing young people the tools and key to thrive . 

Throughout this edition of Equus, The Academy is incredibly 
proud to be able to share the wide array of opportunities 
our young people have embraced in order to continue their 
journeys into becoming well-rounded, inquisitive and passionate 
individuals who want to make a positive mark on their society 
and those around them. 

Despite the continued challenges of Covid-19, where Year 
groups were separated, trip and visits significantly reduced and 
safety procedures introduced, there remained at the Academy 
a clear determination to provide students with opportunities 
to develop their skills, abilities and interests in unique and 
creative ways. Music concerts, theatre performances and whole 
Academy assemblies continued, albeit online. Duke of Edinburgh 
was adapted, student councils were endlessly creative and 
all members of our community had to embrace their inner IT 
experts overnight!

In addition to everything abnormal and difficult, our 
commitment of core business has remained steadfast – an 
Academy focused on providing young people with a safe 
environment, where they can reach their potential. Equus is a 
testament to just this. This academic year, we have continued 
to grow our Sixth Form, welcoming existing students and new 
students alike, committed in their approach to the IB curriculum. 
The Academy launched its first Business Mentoring scheme, 
welcoming mentors from local and national businesses to work 
with our young people. The Academy had a record number 
of students leaving to attend University, off to read subjects 
including Law, Business, Psychology and Architecture, after 
another set of simply outstanding IB results. 

Staff and students have also been focused on work to 
develop Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity at the Academy. The 
introduction of a new staff and student EDI council has meant 
that important matters are being raised and discussed, bringing 
topics to the table to ensure that we become a more inclusive 
and welcoming space for all. Part of this work included a new 
approach to the Academy’s Houses. In the summer of 2021, 
students were encouraged to put forward diverse people of 
note, in order to represent one of the new Academy Houses. Our 
Academy prides itself on our community and aims to develop the 

Welcome

Nurturing a keen sense of sporting competiton
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students’ sense of belonging to their allocated House, by instilling 
the values of our House System across all the work we do in the 
Academy. The Houses at The Academy also represent a group of 
subjects. These subjects work alongside one another to provide 
opportunity for collaboration and inter-disciplinary work, as part 
of the IB Middle Year’s Programme delivered across Years 7-9 in 
addition to the GCSE Programme in Years 10 and 11.

In September 2021, we welcomed Attenborough House, Hadid 
House, Malala House and Obama House into our Academy 
history and have yet to look back. An array of House competition 
and events have strengthened our sense of togetherness and 
belonging and as such we are ready to embark on yet another 
year, ready to continue to show pride in our many successes. 

Miss Hannah Knowles
Principal
The Skinners’ Kent AcademyMiss Hannah Knowles

“Our commitment of core business has remained 
steadfast – an Academy focused on providing 
young people with a safe environment, 
where they can reach their potential”

Our new Academy Houses
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In the face of adversity, we have not 
only survived but we have thrived
At the end of 2020 we wrote of the unprecedented challenges that swept in on the back of 
Covid-19. Little did we know then that 2021 would begin with yet another lockdown and, as 
we steadied ourselves after that, Covid-19 would continue throughout the year and into this 

Skinners’ Kent  
Primary School

opportunities were limited by 
the guidelines, we sought out 
what we could provide and 
made sure we still had lots of 
fun! We had our first Race for 
Life on site, which all pupils 
and staff took part in, staff ran 
a Gardening Club, Art Club, an 
Online Creative Writing Club 
and mSporti ran a Multisports 
Club. Forest School restarted, 
as did swimming lessons, and 
our cross country teams took 
part in district races.

It was our first year of having 
a Year 6 cohort in 2020-21 
and, whilst our original plans 
to have a residential trip were 
thwarted, our alternative 
week of events that took 
place instead was enjoyed 
just as much by all and set 
the b luepr int  for  future 
years. Pupils had a great time 
including Sports Giants, an 
outside company, running 

activities for them, a visit to 
Bedgebury Pinetum Go Ape, 
Forest School Adventure Day 
and a Fun Day on site here run 
by staff. The grand finale was 
an outdoor leavers’ assembly, 
to which we were able to invite 
their parents, followed by a 
SKPSFest for Years 5 and 6, 
with Year 6 staying on site for a 
camp out. It was a bittersweet 
day when we said goodbye to 
our first Year 6 cohort, sad to 
see them go but very proud of 
their achievements here and 
what the future would hold 
for them in their secondary 
education and thereafter. Go 
Year 6!

June 2021 gave us  the 
additional challenge of the 
cyber-attack, which meant that 
we no longer had access to our 
network or pupil information 
system. We were extremely 
lucky in that we were able 

one .
Not only did this prove to be 
a continuing way of life for us 
all, but a cyber-attack proved 
to be our biggest challenge 
yet . 

The  star t  o f  2021  was 
c e r t a i n l y  s h a p e d  b y  2 9 
December 2020, with the 
Government announcement 
of a third lockdown during the 
darkest months of the year. 
Many found this the most 
challenging lockdown. As a 
Trust, we remained flexible, 
adaptable and responsive in 
order to support our pupils, 
families and staff with online 
learning, home schooling, 
provision of IT equipment and 
support, key worker provision 
and family liaison and support. 
The commitment of parents 
and staff to home learning 
should be a source of pride to 
all. Many did not find this easy, 
with some juggling learning for 

other children and working 
from home themselves. The 
online learning, together 
with the onsite key worker 
prov i s ion ,  ensured  that 
all pupils had access to a 
consistent and high-quality 
education.

On the reopening of school 
to all in mid-February 2021, we 
continued to operate within 
Government guidance. Whilst 
this included working within 
‘bubbles’, which restricted 
across school activities, we 
strived to maintain as near to 
normal school life as possible. 
It was an achievement that 
we were not required by Track  
and Trace to close any bubbles 
and this was due to everyone 
working together to ensure 
that guidelines were followed 
and excellent housekeeping 
was in place. Whilst school 
trips and other enhancement 

SKA students visiting Year 6 to talk to them about secondary transition

Year 6 eating their self-cooked alfresco supper on our first-ever residential trip
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to reopen as planned at the 
start of Term 6, thanks to 
parents responding promptly 
to  our  request  for  pupi l 
information so that we had 
up to date records on site as 
legally required before pupils 
could return to school. The 
legacy of the attack did put 
enormous pressure on staff, 
due to the majority of learning 

and resources being lost, but 
to their absolute credit, high 
quality learning and planned 
events continued with minimal 
disruption to our pupils and 
our families.

S t a f f  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e 
changes were minimal during 
the year, which meant that our 
strong foundation of support 
and expertise, built upon 

since we opened seven years 
ago, served us well during 
the challenges we faced. The 
new academic year saw the 
Trust appoint a new catering 
company, Olive Dining, and 
our estates services have 
been brought back in-house 
for the Trust to manage. We 
continually look at ways of 
improving our facilities and 
services, and are pleased that, 
once again, we can start to offer 
community hire of our school, 
with the aim of expanding this 
provision during this year. This 
provides important revenue 
for the school in a time of ever-
increasing costs and limited 
additional  funding being 
available.

Our PTFA play an important 
role in fundraising for the 
school and providing activities 
and events for pupils. Whilst 
the role of the PTFA was limited 
during Covid-19 restrictions, 
they contributed financially 
towards the Year 6 leavers 
event, a new reading scheme 
and an external mural planned 
for this year. A new committee 
was voted in at the September 
2021 AGM and ran a very 
successful Christmas Fair, with 
events already planned for 
this year.

Whilst the last few years have 
certainly kept us on our toes, 
we look ahead to this year 
with much anticipation and 
excitement. We remain steady 
and true to our ethos and 
values, ensuring that we give 
all children the opportunity to 
inspire, flourish and succeed, 
not only in terms of academic 
success but also in life skills 
such as tolerance, cooperation 
and respect. We aim to give 
all pupils the best education 
possible to ensure that they 
become lifelong learners and 
global citizens. We also know 
that, whatever the future 
brings, we can overcome any 
challenge with the wonderful 
foundation of support we 
have from pupils, families, 
staff, governors, the Trust, The 
Skinners’ Company and the local 
community. That support is our 
strength in the face of adversity 
and gives us the resilience to 
meet any challenge.

Here and on the following 
p a g e s  a r e  s o m e  o f  o u r 
highlights from last year which 
we would love to share with 
you, we hope you enjoy them!

Mrs Gemma Wyatt
Headteacher, Skinners’ Kent 
Primary School

Mrs Gemma Wyatt

“We give all children the opportunity to inspire, 
flourish and succeed, not only in terms of 
academic success but also in life skills such as 
tolerance, cooperation and respect”

Furs, helmets, shields and horns at Lower Key Stage 2 Viking Day Year 3 designed, built and tested 3D models of Viking Longboats
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Year 5 learning outdoor nature skills at Forest School 

Year 1 Forest School had super things to eat…Year 4 Race for Life participants getting refreshed

Girl’s football team (Pumas) Our Eco Warriors Day participants gathered around the campfire with bows and arrows at the ready!

…and some great physical games to play too!
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Playing with Boo, our friendly school dog

Feeling festive in Reception Class Reception Class made space helmets Colourful portraits of the Royal Family created as part of Art Week

A selection of bright animal masks created as part of Art WeekCelebrating the majesty of nature as part of Art Week

Reception Class with Healthy Living Week tasty treats… …but it wasn’t just about physical health and wellbeing, it was about mental health as well
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Bringing out the best in young people 
is what we do best in Lower School
There was a very peculiar start to 2021 in Lower School, as once again we returned to online 
learning with only a handful of students and staff working in the building. 

Lower School

Students trying scary new activities at PGL camp

The Year 7 parent event

But as with the rest of country, we carried on through and made 
the absolute most of the situation that we could.

We continued to follow our timetables, we had virtual 
assemblies and a host of interactive activities. To promote 
student, staff and family well-being, we introduced ‘Switch-
off Sessions’ to promote time away from screens to spend 
with friends and family. Following weekly themes, students 
were encouraged to exercise, bake, take photographs and 
read. In February we marked LGBT+ History Month with a 
host of virtual activities, recognising the journeys that icons 
such as Lily Parr, Alan Turing and Tab Hunter took, enabling 
us to have the inclusive environment that we work in today. 
With March came the end of lockdown, and a return to our 
Academy home.

Now we were back to ‘a sort of normal’, we continued to 
excel and embrace the opportunities in front of us. We worked 
hard, and we rewarded those who joined in – 210 Lower School 
students took part in Laser Tag, we held cinema events and pizza 
parties, and we ended the academic year with an inflatable 
assault course!

The summer saw a change of roles in the Academy, with 
Mr Blake moving from Head of Lower School to focus on the 
Academy curriculum and transition of students throughout their 
academic journey. As part of the transition of our new Year 7s 
joining us in September, we held and extensive summer school 
programme in order to prepare them for the next exciting stage 
of their learning pathway. Students, supported by Academy 
staff, undertook a host of different challenging and enrichment 
activities, working in the Academy to help familiarise them with 
their new surroundings, introducing them to the IB Middle Years 
Programme (MYP), and of course to each other. We then spent 
two exciting days at the PGL centre in Marchant’s Hills, where 
we got took part in team building activities, flying though the 
trees on zip wires, building rafts in the lake (and pushing Mrs 
Dallimore in!), and abseiling. The week was completed with a 
celebration back at the Academy, where parents and siblings 
of our new cohort joined us for ice-creams. 

After the summer break, we returned to the academic year 
with, with Lower School now extending across Years 7 to 9, 
aligning with our Middle Years Programme. Miss Cattley has 
maintained her role as Head of Year 7 and supporting Mr Blake 
with Transition, with Miss Fidge heading up Year 8 following the 
progression of her Year 11s, while Year 9 continue through the 
Academy with Miss Rock. 
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We were delighted to welcome our new Year 7s parents into 
the building on our annual Year 7 Welcome Event. This was an 
opportunity for parents to meet with their child’s Tutors, the 
pastoral support team and members of Senior Leadership Team. 
It was also a great opportunity for parents to ask questions 
related to SEND, Academy trips and our careers programme. 
We were thrilled that so many parents joined us and were so 
positive about their child joining us. We quickly followed this 
with a parent event for our Year 8s, who unfortunately missed 
out last year due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Students have already taken part in a number of competitions. 
In early September Miss Owen launched the Belonging 
Competition where students were asked to produce something 
creative to show how they were part of the SKA community. 
Winning tutors were chosen in each year group with year 7H1 
making an engaging video, 8A1 an amazing written piece of 
work and 9O3 with their unique polaroid poster taking the 
winning prizes.

As part of the SKA Parent Association (SKA-PA) re-launch, 
parents on the committee decided to run a competition to 
design a new logo. The competition was stiff, but we were 
pleased that our very own Lower school student Dexter Nouyou 
in year 7 achieved runner up.  

Year 8 got really engaged with their immersive workshop, 
Energy Quest, designed to unlock their inner engineer as they 
explored alternative energy sources. Through an exciting narrative, 
students were challenged to save the day by utilising their practical 
engineering skills and find a solution to help a group of young 
people in danger. During the challenge, students encounter a 
range of engineers as they uncover the skills engineers possess 
and the way energy plays an important role in all our lives.

We are equally proud of our Year 9s who have been taking 
part in the army engagement programme ran by the 11th 
Infantry Brigade and Headquarters Southeast. The programme 
is delivered by inspirational soldiers has been able to promote 
our Values of Courage, Discipline, Respect for Others, Integrity, 
Loyalty and Selfless Commitment. These values align with SKA’s 
own, underpinned by the IB principles and we are so proud of 
this first cohort.  We are also happy to announce that our very 
own Miss Rock is now an Acting Pilot Officer in the RAF division 
of the Skinners’ School CCF. Starting this week, she will be taking 
15 Year 9 recruits (The Fifteen) to join the Skinners’ School CCF 
every Monday for parade.  They are being issued with their 
uniforms this week and their basic training will begin this term.

The year ended with our first ever Academy Christmas market. 
We were so proud of how well Lower School supported the 
event and so very thankful for all of the donations of gifts, 
chocolates and treats from our parents to raffle. We raised 
almost £4,000 for the Academy and for our associated charities 
including Connect Mentoring, Matthew’s Mile and the Save the 
Children Madagascar fund. 
Miss F Musariri Head of Lower School

Belonging Competition 9O3 entry

Belonging Competition 8A1 entry

Belonging Competition 7H1 entry
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Our wonderful Year 10 and 11 
students are a credit to the Academy
I would like to begin by congratulating our wonderful students in Upper School for all 
they have already achieved so far this academic year and over the course of the previous 
one. Our Year 10 and 11 students are a credit to the Academy and perfectly epitomise our 
motto ‘Pride in Our Success’. 

Upper School

The academic year 2021-22 has begun with a great many 
successes and a great deal to celebrate . Following on from 
a challenging start to the year with the Covid-19 lockdown, 
students returned to the Academy in March 2021 maturely, 
safely and eager to learn .

In the summer, our Year 11 students of last year moved into 
the Sixth Form, embarking on a new challenge and our Year 
10 students entered their final year of their KS4 studies. I am 
immensely proud of these students; our wonderful Year 12s are 
now setting excellent examples for the students below them and 
are excelling in our studies and our current Year 11 students are 
diligently pursuing excellence in their results and setting their 
sights on their future goals.

With the inception of our new reward points structure, which 
is rooted in the IB Learner Profile traits, we have seen record 
numbers of achievement points given to our students. Upper 

School students are now setting an exceptional precedent for 
the students younger than them by showing them what they 
can do with a little ambition and determination. The students 
who achieved the highest points in each category have already 
been invited on trips to the Temper Temper Chocolate factory in 
Southborough and ice skating at Calverley Park as a reward for 
their exemplary behaviour, as well as being publicly celebrated 
in the termly IB Hall of Fame. It has been a joy to celebrate these 
students’ achievements with them, as well as inviting parents 
to witness their excellence at The Skinners’ Kent Academy’s 
inaugural Gallery Evening in November. 

The Gallery Evening was a vibrant showcase of the very best 
our students can do. Student work from all subject disciplines 
was displayed in the Da Vinci space, with parents invited to view 
their work and celebrate students’ work over a cup of coffee with 
them and to applaud the Hall of Fame students as well.

As Head of Upper School, it has been a pleasure to oversee the 
students’ welfare, achievement and pastoral care since September. 
I am proud of the start they have made and look forward to the 
new year and the opportunities it may bring for them. 

I intend to bring renewed vigour and energy to providing our 
students with opportunity to be celebrated and rewarded. I want 
to give students a wide range of trips to attend and take part in. 
I want to involve the community of parents more actively with 
our students’ lives at SKA and above all, I want every student 
in Upper School to feel as though they can be proud of their 
successes this year. 
Mr B Racher Head of Upper SchoolWe want every student in Upper School to be proud of their success

The IB Learner Profiles



PAGE 11

It looks to be an exciting year ahead  
for our Sixth Form students in 2022 
2021 brought more challenges for our Sixth Form students but they responded so positively 
and with such great resilience – we are immensely proud of them .
After the Christmas and New Year 
lockdown, it was wonderful to welcome 
students back into the Academy in March 
2021. We had missed them very much! 

For Year 13 it was full steam ahead with 
Pre-Public Examinations, but Year 12 were 
thankfully back in lessons. Service Learning 
had proved particularly challenging 
throughout lockdown, but we were so 
impressed with the student’s ingenuity. 
Many helped out elderly neighbours and 
those who were isolating, doing shopping, 
dog walking and even some gardening! 

When Year 13 returned, students 
organised a Sixth Form football match 
and raised over £650 for Breast Cancer. 
This followed several football and netball 
charity matches between Years 12 and 13 
in the autumn of 2020 when restrictions 
allowed them to take place. They were 
great events which raised awareness of 
our Matthew’s Mile initiative.

When the weather improved, students 
enjoyed the Reflective Garden, created 
by last year’s Year 13 students in memory 

of their friend Matthew Mackell. Green 
Oak Services generously gave their time 
(as well as plants!) to the project and it 
is already a much-loved spot in the Sixth 
Form outdoor area.

In July we celebrated Year 13s amazing 
IBCP results! We were delighted all those 
heading to university were accepted on to 
the courses of their choice. Others were 
successful in gaining apprenticeships and 
headed into the world of work. We were 
sad to say goodbye but so proud of all they 
had achieved! 

In September we welcomed our new 
Year 12 students to the Academy. As 
well as existing SKA students, we were 
delighted to welcome others who had 
joined us from local schools as well as 
two students from overseas. They kicked 
off their Sixth Form journey with a trip to 
Go Ape in Bedgbury, which was a great 
day for team building, making new friends 
and challenging themselves in ways some 
hadn’t previously thought possible! Year 
12 have also already enjoyed trips to 

Operation Shoe Box and the ice skating 
in Tunbridge Wells. Trips to New York and 
Iceland are to follow next year!

Both Year 12 and 13 have had a wide 
range of career talks already this year, 
ranging from the police and the army to 
journalism and healthcare as well as a 
very informative series of talks from the 
National Citizenship Scheme. 

We have also been delighted to work 
with a wide range of local businesses this 
year and have established a mentoring 
scheme whereby students are mentored 
by local business leaders. We are very 
grateful to our local mentors and know 
the students really appreciate all the help 
they give them.

Year 13 have ended this year with Pre-
Public Examinations but they too will 
be going ice skating when they finish 
and we look forward to welcoming all 
students back after the Christmas holidays. 
It looks to be an exciting year ahead  
for our Sixth Form students in 2022!
Mrs N Gibson Head of Years 12 and 13

Sixth Form students wearing their Matthew’s Mile t-shirts

The Reflective Garden

Walking in the air at Go Ape

Sixth Form
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SKA Library

Our newly refurbished Library opens… 
and closes… and finally opens again!
Last year’s building works, which put a mezzanine floor above 
the Library, offered us an opportunity to reconfigure our layout.
After much hard work the Library finally 
reopened to students not long before 
Christmas 2020 with a much more user-
friendly arrangement… only to be closed 
again, of course, when we started the 
new year with another lockdown!

It was due to luck (or, I should say, 
foresight!) that we were offering a library 
of e-books and audiobooks at the time, 
which saw a bigger uptake than at any 
other time during the year. 

Since March 2021, though, we have 
welcomed students back into the 
attractive space which is giving them a 
calm and at the same time stimulating 
environment outside lesson time and 
of course during the timetabled Library 
lessons for Years 7 and 8. Our Sixth 
Formers are increasingly using the space 
too during their study sessions and it is 
good to see all ages working and enjoying 
themselves alongside each other.

Our stock of well over 10,000 books is 
growing steadily, with yearly additions of 
hundreds of new books for all abilities 
and interests. Japanese mangas and the 
increasing number of quite fabulous 
graphic novels have been a more recent 

phenomenon and have engaged students 
who didn’t think of themselves as readers! 
Many of these books bridge the ability 
and age gap and have become staple 
and much sought-after stock items in our 
Library.

During the spring and summer terms, 
some of our students were virtually visited 
by authors Phil Earle and Michelle Paver, 
and many also watched and felt inspired 
by an exclusive talk between Marcus 
Rashford and the co-author of his book 
You are a Champion, Carl Anka. Copies of 
the book have since been flying off the 
shelves here.

In September our new Year 7 cohort 
quickly made themselves at home in the 
Library, and many not only visit every 
day but have also made an impression 
with how well read they are and their 
suggestions for new stock titles.

It’s been a year of new openings and 
closures, but luckily reading never stops – 
especially not during a pandemic!
Mrs B Moeller Librarian

Students enjoying the Library

A selection of our new books to be enjoyed by all
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Introducing the  
House of Triangles
A new, modern way 
to represent our 
diversity, inclusivity 
and core values
The Academy decided that it was time that 
our House system better reflected the people 
and values of our Academy .
We wanted a House system that represented our diversity and 
our inclusivity, as well as our core values .

With the renaming of the Houses came the need for a new 
brand identity to represent them. We wanted something that 
aligned the Houses as four separate identities, but that came 
together to show the unition between them. And from this, our 
House of Triangles logo was born.

Attenborough’s logo  incorporates the hump of a camel with 
the peak of a mountain range, showing discovery and adventure 
Hadid’s logo, a confluence of a butterfly with the Heyday Aliyev 
Centre in Baku (that she designed), shows innovation and new 
beginnings.

Obama’s logo is based on the stars of the flag of the USA, 
but also of how stars in the sky guide people, as he guided the 
people of America. And lastly, Malala’s logo combines the wings 
of a dove with the hand sign for victory, demonstrating peace 
and tranquillity.

Each logo is also formed around the first letter of each House, 
and the four logos connect as a single entity – representing our 
home, SKA. 

And why triangles? A triangle will always be a triangle. Cut it 
in half through a corner and it is still a triangle. Squash it and 
it is still a triangle, stretch it and it is still a triangle. The same 
cannot be said for a square or a circle or a rectangle. A triangle 
is resilient. A triangle can be whatever it wants, and at the same 
time maintain being a triangle. It is adaptable. It is unique. Its 
possibilities are endless.
Mr J Blake Assistant Principal and designer of the  
‘House of Triangles’

“Cut it in half through a corner and it is still 
a triangle. Squash it and it is still a triangle, 
stretch it and it is still a triangle. A triangle 
is resilient . A triangle can be whatever 
it wants, and at the same time maintain 
being a triangle . It is adaptable . It is unique . 
Its possibilities are endless” …and together they form the House of Triangles

Obama House Malala House

Attenborough House Hadid House
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Attenborough  
House
Attenborough House celebrates 
numeracy, logical thinking and 
technological understanding

The newly-formed Attenborough House 
brings together the subjects Maths, Science 
and Computing under one roof.
As subjects that require numeracy, logical thinking and relevance 
to the changing, increasingly technologically advanced world 
we inhabit, this grouping has clear synergies, and we hope that 
by working more closely together all subjects will benefit from 
sharing best practices and thinking about the ways the subjects 
complement each other .

The selection of Sir David Attenborough as our role model 
and the name of the House was made from a list of other 
science, mathematics and computing-related individuals, all 
of which would have been worthy choices.

Among those that were considered were: Tim Peake, 
the British astronaut and scientist; Pauline Gower, the 
pioneering British pilot; and Alan Turing, the computing genius 
who helped to crack the German codes during the Second 
World War and is recognised as the founder of the modern  
computer.

Turing was a very close second, and to honour that we 
have renamed the Science & Technology Wing to the Turing 
Wing.

Sir David Attenborough was eventually chosen as he represents 
what the House aspires to be – a worldly, open-minded, risk-
taker; inquisitive about the state of the world; knowledgeable 
about his interests; caring about the planet; and an excellent 
communicator.

Our House logo further emphasises this; it is an abstract 
representation to both combine the letter ‘A’ of Attenborough 
with a mountain and the hump of a camel. This represents 
our values of travel and discovery, as well as overcoming 
challenges.

We hope that, as we grow, the House does justice to the choice 
of Sir David Attenborough.
Mr D Vaughn Assistant Principal – Head of Attenborough  
House

“Sir David Attenborough represents what the 
House aspires to be – a worldly, open-minded, 
risk-taker; inquisitive about the state of the 
world; knowledgeable about his interests; 
caring about the planet; and an excellent 
communicator”

Sir David Attenborough

The newly named Turing Wing
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Science Going from scientific 
strength to strength 
In what has been a challenging year for everyone, the Science 
department has gone from strength to strength .

Sadly, we said goodbye to our Head of Faculty, Mr Turner, but 
welcome the new Head of Attenborough House, Mr Vaughn. 
Mrs Musariri has moved on to become Head of Lower School, 
and to replace her there are now two Deputy Heads of Science: 
Mrs Hunter, who is in charge of Key Stage 5, and Miss Simpson, 
who is in charge of Key Stage 3. We also welcome Miss Leamon 
to the expanding ranks of the department staff.

This year, we re-instigated Science Club for those Key Stage 3 
students interested in broadening their knowledge about the 
world around them, and Mrs Hunter has started Robotics Club 
which, although in its infancy, looked to be a lot of fun when I 
dropped in the other week. 

A delayed Science Week was held at the end of June last year 
in which Years 7 and 8 had to solve a murder. A crime scene 
was set up in a classroom and students were given evidence 
that had been collected from the crime scene and had to use 
forensic techniques to analyse the evidence. They then had to 
use this evidence – fingerprints, DNA sample, chromatography, 
chemical analysis and alibis –  to identify which of the suspects 
was murderer. Several groups across the year groups successfully 
identified Mr Turner as the murderer. The level of enthusiasm 
from all the teachers and students involved was wonderful, and 
we look forward to the next Science Week.

In September we were also lucky enough to take a small group 
of Year 12 Science students and a few Year 10 Science students 
to Tonbridge School to view some specimens under an electron 
microscope. The Electron microscope they had borrowed from 
the Natural History Museum and was worth around £300,000. 
Some of the Year 10 students were lucky enough to be able to 
use it, and observed different objects that had been out in liquid 
nitrogen and smashed and compare them to specimens that 
had be cut. The students had an enjoyable time and asked some 
interesting questions.

Looking to the future, in 2022 there will be Science Week 
in March, with some fun activities for Years 7 and 8, trips to 
Wakehurst Place, also for Years 7 and 8, and a trip to Geneva to 
visit CERN (the European Organization for Nuclear Research) for 
Year 9 and 10 students.
Mr S Whitehead Head of Science

We help our students shine in science!

Maths Last year was a huge 
success for our students
Last year was a huge success within the Maths department . We 
had lots of extra-curricular activities, ranging from the UKMT 
Maths Challenge, which some students sat at home due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, to Chess Club with Mr Blinkhorn. 

We had some great success in the UKMT Maths Challenge this 
year with three Bronze Awards, one Silver Award and a Gold 
also qualifying for the Kangaroo with the intermediate challenge 
which was completed by the students whilst they were at home 
during lockdown so well done! We will be running The UKMT 
Maths Challenge again this year for Years 7 to 8 and Years 9 to 
10, so we look forward to seeing how they do! 

Further to this, we had students selected to partake in online 
lectures run by the Institute of Mathematics which, again, they 
completed at home in their own time – so well done! 

We have lots to look forward to in the coming year, we have 
some mathematics trips in the pipeline from Racecourse days to 
Maths Inspiration interactive show for Year 12 so keep your eyes 
peeled for the coming opportunities. 

We are so proud of our students and what they achieved this 
year, they all worked tirelessly to ensure they understood new 
concepts and looked at how they apply to the real world, tackled 
problems using their knowledge and celebrated huge successes. 
Year 11 were super and achieved some amazing results with 
some students staying with us to study higher level mathematics 
which is amazing! 

We look forward to the coming year and the exciting things 
we have to offer in terms of the curriculum and extra-curricula 
activities. Remember that a mathematician is not necessarily 
someone who finds mathematics easy, a mathematician is 
someone who sees a problem and never, ever quits!
Miss P Kinsey Head of Maths

Students work tirelessly to understand new concepts
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Hadid House
Hadid House promotes communication, 
expression and internationalism
Hadid House was born from unity between 
the subjects Modern Foreign Languages (MFL 
– French and Spanish), Art, Design Technology 
and Food & Nutrition.
The subjects were united due to their links with communication, 
expression, and internationalism.

In MFL students learn how to think, write and communicate in 
different languages, in Art students are encouraged to analyse 
and communicate emotions in their work. In Design Technology 
students communicate concepts and innovations, and in Food 
& Nutrition they learn to communicate through taste, style, and 
healthy life choices. 

When selecting our namesake, a number of notable people 
were in the running: Frida Kahlo, a Mexican artist who is 
known for her bold, colourful and symbolic self-portraits; 
Phillippe Stark, a French born product designer and architect 
famous for his innovative design ideas; Ingvar Kamprad, a 
Swedish-born entrepreneur famed for founding IKEA; and 
David Hockney, a British-born artist whose artworks have 
inspired a generation painters and heavily influenced the Pop 
Art movement in the 1960s. 

But there was one key figure who captured the attention 
of staff and students at the Academy. Someone who pushed 
boundaries, who challenged norms and perceptions and, despite 
being told repeatedly they were not the right person for the job. 
They were the right person. And more than that, they were the 
best person. That person was Dame Zaha Hadid and were are 
proud to be part of a House that is named after her.

Born in Iraq in 1950, Hadid overcame prejudice towards women 
to become one of the greatest architects in history. In an industry 
dominated by men, Hadid transformed and revolutionised design 
into what it has become today. Key examples of her work are the 
London Aquatics Centre, forming part of the London Olympic 
Park for the 2012 games, and for the Al Wakrah Stadium in 

“There was one key figure who captured 
the attention of staff and students at 
the Academy . Someone who pushed 
boundaries, who challenged norms and 
perceptions and, despite being told 
repeatedly they were not the right person 
for the job. They were the right person. And 
more than that, they were the best person . 
That person was Dame Zaha Hadid”

Qatar, venue for the 2022 FIFA World Cup final. Hadid is known 
for the sleek curves and complex angles used in her designs, 
and for her consideration of how spectators interact within their 
environment.

We are excited about our future together as Hadid House. We 
have already won the Year 7 Festival of Sport and come second 
overall in the Academy. We have launched a range of inspiring 
and meaningful competitions and events to engage students 
and we have plans for exciting opportunities to further unite our 
subjects, and our students, as we move into the new year. We are 
excited to be creating something that is new, building something 
that is different and something that will ensure our students are 
successful and world ready global citizens. 

As Hadid House we believe that everyone can achieve, and that 
everyone can make a difference when they put their minds to 
it. In the words of Dame Zaha Hadid herself, ‘You have to really 
believe not only in yourself, you have to believe that the world 
is worth your sacrifices’.
Mr J Blake Assistant Principal – Head of Hadid House

Dame Zaha Hadid

Hadid designed the London Aquatics Centre for the 2012 Oympic Games
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 
We’re now celebrating Spanish as 
part of the SKA curriculum
For the first time at The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy, students have the 
opportunity to extend their knowledge 
of languages by including Spanish 
lessons in the curriculum .

Following a student survey, we felt 
that it was important to respond to 
their desire to learn another foreign 
language and we are pleased to say that 
students have positively engaged in the 
language of Cervantes.

But is it really possible to learn two 
languages simultaneously?

The answer is yes, and although 
learning a new language might 
sometimes be a complex task, the 
benefits of language learning include 
social and cultural connections, as 
well as positive health and cognitive 
advantages. 

Research shows that it’s never too 
early or too late to start learning a new 
language – our brains are far more 
adaptive and flexible than previously 
thought, and our brains are built for 
language learning!

Whether you are 8 or 80, learning 
French or Korean, studying a new 
language for the first time ever or for 
the first time in 50 years, there’s never 
been more reason and more support 
for learning a new language.  

What matters is ‘motivation’ and 
our Spanish lessons are primarily 
based on active learning to engage 
motivation through the use of games, 
songs, cultural awareness. Learning two 
languages at the same time allows one 
to support the other.
Mrs L Benamrouche Head of MFL

“Our Spanish lessons are very 
fun and interactive. Personally, 
I really enjoy speaking Spanish 
in the classroom as I don’t feel 
judged about making a mistake 
as we all are at the same 
level . I also feel I am already 
progressing very well in the 
subject. What I also find very 
interesting is that it helps me with 
my French”  
Alfie Cornford

“I have always liked French, and 
I am so happy that Spanish is 
now part of the curriculum . We 
also learn how learning a new 
language can be difficult and 
respect people if they make a 
mistake . In my opinion, I think 
it also improves our French and 
English” Amelia Farnes

Students build confidence when they speak another language out loud

Spanish is now part of the curriculum at SKA

The benefits of language learning include social and cultural connections

Throughout 2021 the Academy continued to look for ways 
in which we can celebrate the diversity amongst our staff, 
students, and the wider Academy community, as well as to 
reaffirm our standing as an IB World School.

From April 2021 we asked students in Lower School, 
to respond with the greeting ‘bonjour’ during their class 
registration. The aims of this change – for students to be 
internationally minded, to have to pride in cultural and 
gender diversity, and to build confidence in speaking another 
language out loud – has now become very much part of our 
day-to-day Academy life. We have evolved even further, 
with students now voting for which language to respond in 
each term.

This is a small step and a start to a longer journey. As a 
community we must begin, and continue, conversations to 
make sure that everyone’s voices are heard.
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Art Our students 
excelled in all forms 
of creative expression
KS3 Year 7-9
Student in KS3 followed a broad and exciting 
curriculum learning about the Elements of Art, 
the Principles of Design and styles, media, and 
subject matter in Art.

The Year 7s looked at David Hockney and 
produced beautiful copies of his work, as well 
as exploring their own landscapes.

Year 8s looked at still life objects, as well 
as landscapes and explored numerous 
different media in the creation of concertina 
booklets! 

Year 9s looked at portraiture, the human form 
and explored 2D work in mixed media, as well as 
making 3D puppets. The students learnt a range 
of skills from creating papier-mâché heads, 
rolled paper limbs, sewn cloth bodies and hand 
stitched clothing. 

KS4 Year 10-11
The Year 10s began their first portfolio project 
‘Vanitas’. A vanitas is a symbolic work of art 
showing the transience of life, the futility of 
pleasure and the certainty of death, often 
contrasting symbols of wealth and symbols of 
ephemerality and death .

 Over the year they explored this theme 
through pencil and mixed media studies, 
painting, ceramics, and lino printing.

The Art Lunch Club, facilitated by Mrs Forde 
and Mrs Wheeler, began after the Term 3 
lockdown and multiple students, enjoyed 
making up missed time and socialising around 
sketchbooks, paint and school dinners.

The Year 10 students’ work was exhibited at 
the end of the year, with a virtual exhibition 
being displayed on the Academy website. 

The Year 11 students completed their 
final year of their GCSE Art. Despite having 
experienced two lockdowns, the students 
worked incredibly hard to complete their 
portfolios, with many producing excellent 
bodies of work and achieving fabulous  
grades.

The Year 11 Art teachers, Mrs Forde and 
Mrs Griffiths, were immensely proud of their 
achievements.

Cadence Honeyands, Year 7                                     

Amelia Farnes, Year 7

Freya Caruzzi-Wosley, Year 8

Maya Bell, Year 9 Year 9

Eirini Makarova, Year 8

Daisy Halford, Year 8
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Photography Club
2020-21 saw Photography Club students through six terms of exciting projects and even better results! They looked at a range 
of topics such as ‘autumn’, ‘flowers’, ‘reflections’, ‘joy’ and ‘professional photographer’. Many of the beautiful images are on 
the SKA website in the ‘Art Gallery’. The club will continue into 2021-22, with administration being taken over by Mrs  Wheeler.

Sixth Form: KS5 Year 12-13, and IB 
Visual Art and BTEC Art and Design
As with the Year 11s, Year 13 IB (International 
Baccalaureate) Visual Art and BTEC Art and 
Design students experienced two lockdowns 
over a two-year period and yet still completed 
the requirements of their courses .

Teaching for this year group consisted of live 
Teams lessons, uploaded Teams instructions, 
emails, and studio sessions in the Academy. 
This method of working certainly taught the 
students resilience, creative thinking, time 
management and reflective working practices. 
Despite this, the Academy is proud to boast that 
two Art students are now studying a Foundation 
Course for a Fine Art Degree at Canterbury, and 
another was accepted to study Architecture at 
University!

Mrs I Forde Head of Art

Katie Wareham, Year 10

Year 10

Oum Mody, Year 10

Photography Club Photography ClubPhotography Club

Alexandra Charity, Year 11

Isobel Mankelow, Sixth Form

Gabrielle Harris, Sixth FormGabrielle Harris, Sixth Form

Molly Blake, Year 11
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Design Technology 
Students enjoyed 
our expanded and 
inclusive curriculum 
Students in Design Technology continued with 
their new and revised curriculum which was 
started in 2020 .

This was introduced to broaden the range 
of design and technological opportunities 
offered to our Key Stage 3 students in Years 
7, 8 and 9. This has allowed us to expand 
the curriculum to include metalwork and 
more textiles and computer-aided design 
and communication-aided manufacture  
(CAD/CAM) opportunities, meaning students 
have a broader and inclusive curriculum. 
Our students have responded really well to 
this and produced creative work showcasing 
many skills.

Under government guidance, Design 
Technology was still able to offer practical 
sessions to our students, allowing them to 
produce finished products of high quality.  
Some examples of what the students have 
produced included table tennis bats in Year 7, 
cushion toys in Year 8 and macramé planters 
in Year 9.

Our last cohort of GCSE students, despite 
being in lockdown, managed to complete 
their GCSE NEAs and be awarded results which 
allowed them to be able to move on to their 
chosen pathways with many returning to stay 
in the Academy’s Sixth Form.

Despite all the issues, our IB students 
were able to successfully complete their 
Internal Assessments including production 
of  their  prototypes,  ga in ing the best 
results that the subject has had, with 
some students receiving the highest grade of 
Grade 7.

Following these results, students have 
gone on to study courses such as Product 
Design and Architecture at University.

At the end of 2021, the Academy hosted 
its first-ever Christmas Market with Design 
Technology hosting their own stall, selling 
various hand-crafted goods which was a 
great success and raised money for the 
department.
Mr N Cooper Teacher of Design Technology

The curriculum has been expanded to include metalwork

Students showcase many skills as part of  Design Technology
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Food Preparation 
and Nutrition Helping 
our students learn 
how to cook for life
It has been another successful year in the Food 
Preparation and Nutrition department with 
great achievements from our students .

A great highlight was our competitions with 
remote learning during terms 3 and 4 last year, 
with designing and making food products from 
pizzas with Year 7, pastry in Year 8 and soup in 
Year 9

These food dishes were produced and 
presented with great skill, and students 
dedication in all aspects of our subject has been 
spectacular. 

Back at the Academy, we continued to cook 
with another competition for Pride Month. We 
were so pleased that so many students took part 
in this important event. As always, the creations 
were superb and the attention to detail was 
exquisite. 

In our subject, students were engaged in 
a wide range of activities to support their 
development, including building on their 
cooking skills and nutritional knowledge and 
knowing the science behind cooking, whilst 
having fun, adapting their recipes and looking 
at food around the world. This is especially apt 
as our subject is part of Hadid House which 
celebrates international mindedness.

During the summer term, there was loads of 
fun with an enrichment club for family meals, 
bringing together skills and knowledge which 
underpins our curriculum intent in food – 
cooking for life, being able to make healthy 
decisions with food and being creative with 
ingredients.

We ended 2021 with our Year 8 students 
creating Christmas-themed Yule Logs. We 
had Santas, snowmen and reindeers galore. 
Students really put all of their festive spirit into 
creating them and they had a fantastic time 
putting them together.

Leading into 2022, we will continue with 
building our knowledge in food preparation and 
nutrition. We will start off with a master class in 
cake decorating and will aim for our SKA ‘Bake 
Off’ to take place in the summer term.
Mrs M Draper Head of Food & Nutrition

One of Year 8’s delicious yule logs

This Pride Month cake was beautiful on the outside…

SKA students exploring new cuisines

…and even more beautiful inside
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Malala House
Malala House is for the 
independent, resilient 
and tenacious
2021 has been a historic year at SKA . It has been the 
year when our students had to learn to be independent, 
resilient and tenacious to meet challenges that no other 
cohort of students have had to face .
It is also the year that has seen the introduction of the game-changing House 
system at SKA and I find myself, proudly, leading Malala House into 2021-22. 

Malala Yousafzai is a young Pakistani activist who is known worldwide for her 
work in ensuring that every girl has a right to education. Angered by the fact that 
worldwide there are more than 130 million girls without access to education, she 
embarked on a brave mission to fight for girls’ to receive an education. It is a fight 
that has cost her. In October 2012 a member of the Pakistani Taliban boarded her 
school bus and shot Malala in the head. Amazingly, Malala survived and, perhaps 
even more amazingly, she left the experience even more determined to continue 
the fight. In an interview on US television she said: “My weakness, my fear and 
my hopelessness died on that day”.

Malala embodies so many of the attributes we want to foster in our students 
at SKA. She is tenacious, determined, a clear thinker, knowledgeable, caring and 
a master communicator. Having spoken to audiences around the world, including 
the United Nations, completed her degree at Oxford University and become the 
youngest person ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize I am incredibly proud to have 
Malala inspiring our students at SKA.

Our work as a House has begun in earnest to embed our new identity across all 
Malala subjects; History, Geography, GPS, Business Studies, RS, Psychology and 
Health and Social Care. On the last day of term we celebrated our first whole-
House assembly where all students in Malala House gathered to both learn about 
our representative as well as how that applies to us individually. Students were 
encouraged to reflect on how we as individual members of the SKA community 
can make decisions every day which reflect the values of Malala; using words 
kindly, holding doors open, smiling and greeting each other courteously, striving 
to make ourselves better every day.

I was very excited to congratulate our first seven winners of the Malala Award, 
recognising students who had shown relentless positivity, support for others and 
who had been noted as being calm, kind and considerate to others. 

As a community, we were also excited to support the Malala Fund – Malala’s 
own charity set up to support her work in ensuring education for girls around the 
world. Our first fundraiser has begun with the aim being, as an Academy, to raise 
£200 for the Malala fund by Christmas.

I look forward to seeing the amazing achievements of our Malala students in 
the year to come. I end with a quote from Malala herself and a fitting motto for 
our House: “one child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.” I 
encourage all students at SKA to hold onto this belief that they have power over 
their own choices and can use that power for the good of all.
Mr J Price Assistant Principal – Head of Malala House

History Enhancing 
curriculum diversity 
History continues to grow from strength to 
strength at SKA . The students are engaging 
well in lessons and the uptake is rising fast at 
GCSE and IB .

We have a team of strong and experienced 
History teachers. Those that have recently 
joined the Team are Jacob Price, Dean Vaughan 
and Ayse Fennelly (who has recently published 
a graphic novel on Charlie Chaplin’s life). We 
have been excited to offer both a history and 
debating club which students enjoy attending.

 It has also been a year in which our curriculum 
has been enhanced to include a wider range of 
diverse voices. We now have units on black and 
Asian history as well as the history of women 
throughout the ages. Students have really 
enjoyed studying 20th Century history, especially 
World War One, Two and the Cold War. Our 
department takes pride in the importance of 
teaching local history throughout the curriculum. 
Students are also encouraged to research their 
own family tress to support their understanding 
of the curriculum. We have a range of school trips 
in the planning stages for the 2022-23 academic 
year, including a trip to the Battlefields for Year 
9. Exciting times ahead!
Mr A Dennett Head of History

Malala Yousafzai
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Geography Our geographers 
are resilient and hard working 
It has been another busy year 
in the Geography Department .

We celebrated the success of 
our first Year 13 IB cohort, their 
fantastic results along with 
another year of great GCSE 
success has demonstrated, yet 
again, just how resilient and 
hard working our geographers 
are and we couldn’t be prouder 
of our exam year groups. 
We have also celebrated 
s u c c e s s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e 
Academy and across the key 
stages with students showing 
remarkable progress despite 
the challenges of lockdowns 
and restrictions. We have 
introduced new KS3 topics into 
our curriculum, with students 
studying challenging global and 
interdisciplinary topics such 
as superpowers (Who runs 
the world?) and sustainability 
(Can our rainforests survive us? 
Can we live more sustainably?) 
along with, of course, more 
traditional geographical topics 
such as coasts (What happens 
where the land meets the 
sea?) and glaciation (What’s 

different about the cold places 
on Earth?). Along with this 
success inside the classroom, 
we have been able to – albeit 
delayed and rearranged, run 
some fieldwork this year. Year 8 
undertook some investigations 
using our Academy grounds 
to practice their fieldwork 
skills, and our Year 11 students 
also made excellent use of 
the  wonderfu l  Academy 
buildings and grounds to upskill 
themselves in preparation 
for IB studies or other KS5 
studies, both in geography and 
other disciplines that require 
investigation. Year 10 were able 
to take a trip to Eastbourne 
to  co m p l ete  t h e i r  G C S E 
fieldwork. They all behaved 
in an  exemplary fashion, 
taking beach measurements 
and collecting data to analyse 
in the classroom. We are 
looking forward to getting our 
fieldwork programme back up 
and running to its full capacity 
this coming year. 
Miss K McCreadie Head of 
Geography

Business Studies Developing 
essential skills for work 
In December all of our Year 11 
and Year 12 Business Students 
s u p p o r t e d  ‘ O p e r a t i o n 
C h r i s t m a s  S h o e b ox ’  b y 
volunteering their time on 
the production line at the 
processing centre on North 
Farm Industrial Estate .

 Opportunit ies  to  v is i t 
factories have been limited 
of late, so this provided an 
invaluable opportunity for 
our students to actually take 
part in a production line and 
experience quality control 
first hand. The students made 
a wonderful impression on 
the Centre Management and 
we have been asked to return 
again next year. In the summer 
term, our GCSE students 
enjoyed developing their own 
product within the Marketing 
unit. Most groups developed 
food options having found 
through their market research 
that this was in high demand 
from their target audience, so 
sales of doughnuts and sweet 
cones were popular, however, 
sales of stationary sold out 
quickly too. The students 
raised over £100 for charity 
and learned valuable lessons 
in supply and demand.   

 During the lockdown period 
we were very lucky to have 
visiting speakers in our online 

lessons. Jennifer Marriner 
from Paypal worked with the 
students on the changing 
company dynamics through 
l o c kd o w n ,  a n d  A m a n d a 
Mays from City of London 
Corporation introduced the 
concept of company culture 
to our students. Students 
were set projects on each of 
these topics and experienced 
delivering a formal business 
presentation via Teams – an 
invaluable skill for our current 
workforce. 

 Our new Year 12 students 
started the year by learning 
about the different functional 
areas  of  a  bus iness  and 
w e r e  a b l e  t o  i n t e r v i e w 
employees from each sector. 
Communication and people 
skills underpin everything we 
do in Business so, despite their 
initial nerves, the students 
conducted their interviews 
excellently, then presented 
their findings back to the class 
in formal presentations.  

 In the coming months, 
w e  h o p e  t o  f i n d  m o r e 
opportunities for our students 
to network with local and 
national businesses, so they 
develop essential skills for the 
working environment.
Mrs K Alback Curriculum Lead 
– Business Studies

‘Operation Christmas Shoebox’ GCSE product development

GCSE product development

Year 10 field trip to Eastbourne

Eastbourne was sunny… but a bit windy!
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Obama House
Obama House advances communication, 
expression and representation
Obama House was formed to bring together Drama, Music, English and PE . I’m so privileged 
to oversee these subjects that give students the chance to communicate, express themselves, 
perform, write, design and represent the Academy competitively and publicly.
I am sure you will agree that there are very few young people 
who leave their formal education without a love of either 
Drama, Music, English or Sport .

The lifelong adult learning and enjoyment in those subjects 
are very likely, and I’m so thrilled that through the teaching and 
opportunities in Obama House we give our young people first 
access to this. The subjects were brought together due to their 
natural cross-curricular links coupled with their internationalism. 
The reading of musical score, poetry, literature, the rules of sport 
and the techniques of various dramatic performance styles are 
appreciated and used across the world in many cultures and 
languages.  

Our House name was voted for by the current students in Years 
8-13. All our Academy Houses are named after people who we 
felt represented the values we stand for. There were four options 
to vote for in every House and for our collection of subjects the 
following notable people were also in the running: Emmeline 
Pankhurst, an English political activist best remembered for 
organising the UK suffragette movement and helping women 
to win the right to vote; Charlotte Brontë, an English novelist 
and poet, whose novels became classics of English literature; 
and Marcus Rashford, professional English footballer and avid 
campaigner against racism, homelessness and child hunger in 
the UK. 

But there was one key figure who captured the attention of 
both staff and students and that was Barack Obama, American 
politician, lawyer and author who served as the 44th President 
of the United States. 

Born in Hawaii in 1961, he graduated from Columbia University, 
then enrolled in Harvard Law School and when he finished 
he became a civil rights attorney and taught others about 
constitutional law at the University of Chicago. In 2008 Obama 
was nominated by the Democratic Party for President and was 
inaugurated in January 2009. He was named the 2009 Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate, something which one of our other House 
namesakes, Malala, was also awarded five years later. Putting 
aside any political opinions or viewpoints, without criticising 
policy or decisions made whilst Obama was in office, students 
and staff voted for him because of his determination to overcome 
prejudice, to never allow anyone else’s opinion to sway or define 
him and to speak about the importance of education. 

Obama’s ability to present and deliver speeches with clarity 
and passion is something highly valued across the subjects within 

the House. The pride Obama displayed when standing up and 
representing his country, I hope is the same feeling our student 
leadership team have when they stand up and are rewarded for 
their excellent achievements. 

We are excited about our future as Obama says “We did not 
come to fear the future. We came here to shape it” and so far 
we have certainly done that! We won the Academy Festival of 
Sport, won the Inter-House Football, had the highest numbers 
of House points in Term 1 and Term 2 plus Obama had the most 
students in the first ever Academy Christmas Concert… so I’d say 
we are certainly shaping the future of our House! 

I am looking forward to all the other opportunities and events 
we will get involved in, create and run over the rest of the 
academic year, I hope all our young people, student leadership, 
staff and governors who make Obama House what it is, feel as 
proud to be part of our community as I do.
Mrs H Barradell Assistant Principal – Head of Obama House 

 

“The future belongs to young people with an 
education and the imagination to create”
Barack Obama speaking in 2009

Barack Obama
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English A year to find 
escape and comfort 
in a book 
Charles W. Eliot wrote: ‘Books are the quietest 
and most constant of friends; they are the most 
accessible and wisest of counselors, and the 
most patient of teachers.’ 

This  past  year  was f i l led with some 
challenging moments, and many found comfort 
in the pages of a book. At SKA, the power of 
reading in uniting people was evident within 
our English classrooms and here are just a few 
highlights.

Diversifying the curriculum
In March, we celebrated World Book Day 
virtually!

Activities included both staff and students 
dressing up as their favourite literary charac-
ters; a ‘Caught Read-Handed’ photography 
competition that encouraged students to take 
a photo of themselves reading an adventurous 
book in an adventurous location and a ‘Masked 
Storyteller’ competition! Students also had the 
fantastic opportunity to listen to a variety of 
talks including one by author Lisa Williamson. 
Lockdown did not deter us from this exciting 
celebration of literature!

Diversifying the curriculum
Over the past year students have had the 
opportunity to study literary works by Maya 
Angelou, Ruta Sepetys, Angie Thomas and John 
Agard, to name but a few .

Through studying an international literary 
canon made up of authors of different 
nationalities, ethnicities, genders and eras, 
students develop a balanced and open-minded 
perspective of the world around them.

Spelling Bee
We had our first Spelling Bee in conjunction 
with the MFL department .

Our fantastic winners were Bella Quinn (Year 
11) with a close second place going to Razia 
Rahmani (Year 8)!

Debate Club
Debate Club was launched for students from 
Years 9 to 11.

Students learn what it means to debate 
effectively and how they are structured in a 

professional setting. Students have gained 
great confidence and developed their oracy 
skills immensely. It is hoped that with even 
more preparation students will be able to take 
part in formal competitions both internally and 
externally. 

Young Writers
Students put pen to paper in a variety of Young 
Writers competitions.

Our latest competition was on the topic of 
‘empowered’. This complimented Black History 
Month and the theme of identity studied. 
To date, we have had a combined total of 
over 100 students published across multiple 
competitions.
Miss C Black Head of English

What to expect in 2022
In April 2022, students from Years 10 and 
11 will have the exciting opportunity to 
undertake an enriching and memorable 
literary tour of the Lake District .

This trip is an opportunity for students 
to immerse themselves further into the 
world of literature in the heartland of British 
poetry.

Students will visit Wordsworth’s burial 
site at St Oswald’s Church, sample freshly 
baked gingerbread in Grasmere, take a 
walk around Derwent Water with poetry 
readings, watch a play at ‘Theatre by the 
Lake’ and take part in a ‘Literature through 
Landscapes’ on a steam-powered yacht on 
Coniston Water.

In October 2022, students from Year 12 
will have the once in a lifetime opportunity 
to immerse themselves in the world of 
Gatsby on a literary trip to New York City.
Students will be exposed to some of the 
inspirations behind Fitzgerald’s writing as 
well as exploring one of the literary capitals 
of the world.

Some of the sights will include a boat tour 
of the Long Island, along the key setting of 
the text “that slender riotous island which 
extends itself due east of New York.” They will 
indulge in some afternoon tea at the iconic 
Plaza Hotel as well as visit the original Gatsby 
Mansion, Oheka Castle finished with a trip to 
the awe-inspiring New York Public Library.

Ruta Sepetys

John Agard
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Drama and Theatre ‘Adversity breeds 
brilliance!’ was our motto this year
As we settled into some semblance of 
normality after we returned from an 
extended period of online learning, 
our students have not only coped but 
flourished within their endeavours in 
Drama, testament to their resilience and 
creative flair (as you will have seen in 
our addition to the weekly newsletters 
showcasing some of the amazing work 
happening on a weekly basis) . 

We have continued to extend and 
expand upon our already challenging 
curriculum and have introduced yet 
another element to celebrate the diverse 
nature of world theatre by having our 
Year 7s study the intricacies of Commedia 
Dell’arte.

Our Year 8s showed some outstanding 
aptitude when it comes to experimenting 
with Mask and Physical theatre, focusing 
on Frantic Assembly as a practitioner. 

Year 9s had been introduced to a dark 
and complex new text in Dennis Kelly’s 
DNA and continue to grow their analytical 
response to theatre whilst exploring the 
script practically in preparation for GCSE. 

Our Year 10s and 11s produced some 
phenomenal written and practical work 
as part of their GCSE – with a 40-minute 
devised piece being an outstanding 
highlight. 

We have all missed the ability to go and 
‘get lost’ in the wonder of live theatre, 
with all the joy and catharsis that a trip 
to a show can bring, so we were relieved 
to finally get back out there with our 
KS4 students on a visit to see Wayward 
Productions’ touring performance of 
The Language of Kindness, a fantastically 
dynamic and technologically rich show 
based on Christie Watson’s bestselling 
memoir of her 20 years as a frontline NHS 
nurse. We were also fortunate enough 
to have Clive Mendus, one of the six cast 
members, visit us at the Academy to give 
a workshop to our GCSE students. Suffice 
to say it was an inspirational package, as 
not only did our GCSE students borrow 
elements of the show for their devising 
module, but we also now have some of 
our students passionately pursuing careers 
in the fields of nursing and care, and were 
able to meet with Christie Watson after the 
performance to discuss this in more detail. 

We are incredibly proud of all the 
amazing achievements out students 
have attained both in and outside of the 
Academy and this Year has seen some 
top tier accolades for Drama. Mila Todic, 
who has just finished Year 11, not only 
was awarded a Level 7 in her acting 
LAMDA exam (a nationally recognised 

The Language of Kindness

Florence Bates with her Level 7 LAMDA award 

Year 10 students performing their devised piece as part of their GCSE 
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award) but went on to achieve a Level 9 
in her Drama GCSE, the first of its kind at 
SKA and hopefully one of many to come. 
Florence Bates, a current Year 11 Drama 
GCSE student also gained her Level 7 
LAMDA award at Distinction level. Nathan 
Friend, who has just finished Year 13, is 
our first student to be accepted into a 
Drama conservatoire training school, the 
prestigious Royal Central School of Speech 
and Drama, to study for a BA in Stage 
Management. Finally, George Winning, 
a current Year 10 Drama GCSE student 
exceptionally gifted in technical theatre 
design and operation, was offered work 
experience in our local Trinity Theatre to 
support a local production with his design 
and operation skills.  

We have created an environment which 
inspired our young people to want to 
continue Drama outside of the curriculum 
and we are thrilled by the number of 
students making their marks in various 
local Drama groups and Youth Theatres.

We continue to offer a wide range of 
extracurricular activities and, on top of 
the clubs we already have running, we 
have now added a musical theatre club 
for those that are fond of dance, music 
and drama to bring those aspects together. 

We have prepared for performances 
and competitions and are pleased to have 
continued to build our relationships with 
local professional organisations. Our Year 8 

MA&T (Most Able and Talented) students 
spent a term learning the discipline of 
Bunraku puppetry and put together a 
filmed performance which was then 
shown as part of the Tunbridge Wells 
Puppetry Festival.

This was our first year offering a 
provision for the Year 12s and 13s and we 
have really enjoyed delivering the IBDP 
Theatre course. Our Year 13 students 
have worked incredibly hard to produce 
Director Notebooks based on plays of 
their own choice, whilst reviewing theatre 
and performing sections of The Jungle, a 
fantastic play giving students insight into 
the world of the makeshift refugee camp 
created in Calais in 2015 before being 
torn down in 2016. As an IB world school 
looking at the impact of war and how 
people’s journeys to safety were shown 
through this play opened up debates and 
wider thinking.

We have expanded our offer across the 
arts by registering as an Arts Award Centre 
and Mrs Barradell is thrilled to be our Arts 
Award Adviser taking students on the 
journey of an additional qualification. As 
part of our ethos of inclusivity this gives us 
another opportunity for our young people 
and we are thrilled that in the 2021-22 
academic year we will have three young 
people accessing this qualification from 
Year 10 to supplement their other options.
Mr M Springett Head of Drama

Year 13 students performed sections of The JungleKS4 students on their trip to see The Language of Kindness

Lower School MA&T Puppetry Club

A workshop run by a professional company

Year 13 IBDP students studied Artaud and Brecht
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Music We got the 
chance to enjoy 
the power of live 
performance again
Over the past year students have had 
more consistent time in the Academy and 
this has brought with it the opportunity 
to have meaningful experiences where 
they can explore, create, listen and 
perform music live and recorded .

We were fortunate to see the 2020-21 
academic year out with a summer concert 
on our amphitheatre with a full student 
audience – students enjoyed live music 
after a long period of only enjoying music 
pre-recorded and through technology. We 
were incredibly fortunate to have been 
approached by Open Drama UK, a national 
network organisation for Drama teachers 
and asked to record intro and outro music 
for their new teacher CPD podcast. Doris 
Waugh and George Ottoway’s creations 
were chosen to be recorded and used 
within the content which goes out 
monthly. 

Beginning the new academic year (2021-
22) during Term 1 and 2, Year 7 students 
are learning ensemble performance skills 
through a ukulele project which they are 
able to now extend their interest with 
our ukulele club. Year 8 have explored 
compositional techniques and elements 
of music to eventually recreate their 
own remix to a popular song. Year 9 are 
studying popular music, investigating styles 

Students performing at the summer concert on the Amphitheatre

Performing at the summer concert

Students recorded theme music for Open Drama UK

Performing at the summer concert

and instruments from around the world 
throughout the 20th century and through 
this exploration students will create a 
performance within groups. Years 10 and 
11 students continue to utilise the Mac 
Suite for composition and the practice 
rooms for performances as well as students 
engaging with peripatetic instrumental 
lessons. We have started the academic 
year with live musical performances from 
professionals in assemblies showing other 
instruments we currently don’t teach to 
inspire students and we hope to see uptake 
in other string and brass instruments 
throughout the year. 

Students in Year 12 and 13 are working 
towards the BTEC Level 3 National 
Certificate in Music Performance. This 
term our Year 13 students have been 
working hard to organise The Skinners’ 
Kent Academy’s first ever ‘Battle of the 
Bands’ across year groups, scheduled 
to happen in January 2022. This event 
planning ties into their investigation of 
professional practice in the music industry 

and we are lucky that their course will 
support more musical opportunities for 
other students as well. 

As a department we are continuing 
to recognise those students who go 
above and beyond, with ‘Musician of the 
Week’ in our newsletter applauding the 
outstanding work and passion shown 
within music.
Miss R Rider Curriculum Lead - Music

Year 9 students rehearsing

Year 11 students rehearsing
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Our students are now engaging with: 
Basketball with Sevenoaks Suns; Yoga 
with Namaste Kids; Boxing with Olympia 
Boxing; and Rugby with Tunbridge Wells 
Rugby Club. We are proud to have 
developed these direct links offering 
students a pathway to represent not only 
the Academy but also the clubs.

 Our intention is to offer a more-inclusive 
programme, whereby students from Years 
7-13 can find a sport or activity they can 
#joinin with – to take risks, try something 
new and to develop their skill sets. The 
extra-curricular programme is now more 
gender balanced with a variety of sports 
that take place over the whole academic 
year. Our after-Academy provision is 
integral to continuously feeding back 
to and adjusting our PE curriculum. We 
hope more students will be part of a 
team culture, gaining new experiences to 
support their curricular PE and ultimately 
develop their ‘Head, Heart and Hands’ part 
of our assessment framework. 

IB Dance commences
We are really excited to be introducing 
IB Dance into the Sixth Form curriculum 
from September 2021 .

The new post-16 offer explores a breadth 
of styles from different cultures to broaden 

PE and Dance 
Encouraging 
lifelong physical 
activity for all
“To be physically literate is having 
the motivation, confidence, physical 
competence and knowledge and 
understanding to value and take 
responsibility for engagement in physical 
activities” (International Physical Literacy 
Association, 2017). 

Our aim is to develop physical literacy 
amongst our students from Year 7 to Year 
13, for them to improve their cognitive, 
physical and emotional skills. We hope 
it will increase the likelihood of lifelong 
involvement in physical activity. In light of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, such long-term 
health and wellbeing is needed more 
than ever. 

Our curriculum intends for all year 
groups to be offered a breadth of activities, 
varying in demand, in the hope that every 
student finds an activity that motivates 
them, increases their confidence and gives 
them the knowledge and understanding 
of the importance of physical activity. 
This extends into our extra-curricular 
programme: students are challenged 
which, in turn, should improve physical 
competence and knowledge further 
with the hope that they then seek out an 
external club to increase engagement and 
participation for years to come. 

PE is also about developing soft 
skills – leadership, organisation and 
communication – by officiating, coaching, 
choreographing, recording statistics etc. 
This ensures access for all; students are 
still a part of the lesson whilst they open 
their minds to sport-related careers. 

Improving our extended  
extra-curricular programme
We now offer Academy-to-club links, 
where coaches from our local community 
come into the Academy and deliver 
sessions which gives students a different 
experience – adding to increased 
engagement and participation.

skills and knowledge. The IB dance course 
takes a holistic approach, embracing 
traditions and cultures from the past and 
present whilst looking towards the future. 
Performance, creative and analytical 
skills are mutually developed, assessed 
and valued, whether writing papers or 
creating/performing dances.

We look forward to showcasing many 
of our dance pieces through Academy 
concerts and performing arts productions 
and seeing the course grow year on year.

Sports Leaders lead the way
During the 2020-21 
a c a d e m i c  y e a r, 
w e  s t a r t e d  t h e 

Academy’s first-ever sports leadership 
initiative in preparation for 2021 Sport 
Leaders qualification.

In spite of the lockdowns and restrictions, 
students led a variety of activities, 
attended weekly PE department meetings, 
discussed the skills and attributes of being 
a good leader and gained a leadership 
qualification governed by Kent School 
Games. This enabled students to prepare 
for a Level 1 Sports Leaders award, which 
they started in September 2021. They 
have begun to understand the skills and 
behaviours needed for effective leadership 
in a range of situations, leading to them 
becoming more reflective learners 
who can evaluate their own skills and 
behaviours. Throughout the current 
academic year, they will be given the 
opportunity to run sporting events, lead 
younger students and represent the 
Academy through sport participation and 
presentations.
Mr L Cobley Head of PE

Our Sports Leaders will become more reflective learners, evaluating their own skills and behaviours

IB Dance will explore many cultures and styles
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Committed to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum for everyone 
Through an early diagnosis of learning needs, the Academy shapes the curriculum, academic 
and pastoral planning for each student and ensures that all students are fully supported 
regardless of need .

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
We have welcomed several students this year who have arrived 
from other countries . 

Often, these students do not have English as their first 
language, and we make every effort to ensure they pick up the 
English language as soon as possible so that they can access 
lessons. 

We use a variety of methods to help these students, from 
buying them vocabulary books and being part of our Reading 
Army to having online reading and speaking lessons. It is amazing 
how quickly their use of English improves. 

Family learning 
We don’t want to just include all of our students into their 
lessons, we want parents and carers to get involved in their 
learning . 

Unfortunately, this was no something that we could implement 
as fully as we would have like to in 2021 due to Covid restrictions. 
In previous years we have hosted science, technology and 
cooking sessions with our families, and we have an extensive 
programme ready to launch in the spring of 2022.

Engagement Hub (EHub) 
Our Engagement Hub was set up just before Covid-19 hit in 
2019 to support students in improving their attendance at the 
Academy . 

Students spend a term in the EHub following a slightly different 
curriculum than their peers. As well as Maths, English and Science 
lessons, they also have lessons in gardening, careers and the 
arts. The EHub has been a great success with over 96% of the 40 
students who have attended, improving their attendance by up 
to 40% and most now having excellent attendance. 

Haven Club 
Haven Club was set up to help students overcome anxieties and 
pressures caused by Covid-19, as well those caused by being part 
of a large Academy with lots of people moving around . 

Students are able to sit in the Haven room at lunchtimes where 
they can chat with each other and the staff. Sandy the therapy 
dog used to come in to see everyone and we hope that she will 
be able to return soon. Students also play board games and enjoy 
the social side of the club. 

Mr D Rowe Assistant Principal – Inclusion

Inclusion

Enjoying a welcome break in Haven Club Making (and eating!) delicious pizza in EHub 



PAGE 31

Most Able  
and Talented
Most Able and Talented had so much to 
offer our promising students this year
The Most Able and Talented (MA&T) programme recognises and encourages SKA students 
who have demonstrated exceptional academic or creative potential.
The MA&T students participated in many 
events over the year, which provided 
them with ‘stretch and challenge’ 
opportunities across all year groups. 

Year 7 and 8 Maths students took part in 
the Maths Challenge run by Miss Kinsey; 
Year 7 and 8 DT students participated in 
a ‘Bake Off’ organised by Mrs Draper and 
Year 7 and 8 DT students participated in 
the Movie Magic Enrichment Club run by 
Mr Cooper. The author, Jenny McLaughlin, 
delivered a workshop on story writing 
and discussed her route into her career. 
This was focussed on the English and 
Humanities MA&T students and helped 
develop their creative writing skills. 

Breakfast mornings and pizza evenings 
were run, with the focus on students 
learning debating and presenting skills. 
Maths and English students assisted 

primary students at SKPS with their 
Maths and English work. MA&T students 
participated in the Sound 2020 lecture 
as part of the West Kent College ISSP 
Programme which was followed by 
masterclasses in the topic. 

PE f ixtures  in  netbal l ,  footbal l , 
cheerleading, badminton, handball, 
basketball as well as afterschool clubs were 
run every day which kept the PE MA&T 
students very busy! STEM Enrichment 
Club for science and maths focussed on 
building science, technology, engineering 
and maths skills and knowledge. Year 10 
students involved with the Brilliant Club 
visited King’s College London and the 
University of Sussex, where they were 
involved with different lectures in different 
subjects. Students also took part in a PHD 
student-run tutor programme focussing 

on History topics. Year 10 and 11 students 
involved with the KAN Programme visited 
the University of Cambridge and the 
University of Queen Mary in London. They 
attended meetup sessions and residential 
trips at the Sevenoaks School, where they 
enjoyed lectures by local and international 
lecturers. 

We couldn’t run all the trips we wanted 
to in 2021, but in 2022 we have a Year 9 
Trip planned to Kew Gardens in March, 
looking at Rainforest Ecosystems in line 
with the KS3 Geography Curriculum. We 
also have a Year 7 and 8 Trip to Temper 
Temper scheduled for March, looking at 
Fairtrade, chocolate-making, the history 
of chocolate, the process of tempering 
chocolate and the growth of cocoa in 
terms of Geography studies.
Mrs I Forde Head of MA&T

MA&T activities MA&T activities
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award was 
certainly back with a bang in 2021!
This year we had a bumper group of DofE participants who were all very keen to get out 
and enjoy the outdoors whilst rising to the challenges of the DofE Award. They were very 
successful in their expeditions, persevering through heatwaves and torrential rain all with a 
smile on their faces!
SILVER This year saw two delightful and extremely competent 
Silver groups, made up of Year 11 students, efficiently planning 
and executing their three-day expeditions with ease.

At the end of all their assessments in May they completed 
their practice expedition in the Ashdown Forest where they saw 
a variety of wildlife.

After completing two very active days of their NCS programme 
they then went on to do an outstanding job of navigating their 
way down through East Sussex on their assessed expedition. They 
finished their route by walking along the beautiful Seven Sisters 
on one of the hottest days of the year, and then the groups were 
treated to ice creams to celebrate their successful outing.

We and the students would like to thank Ben Johnson for 
helping in the supervision of their expedition. 

BRONZE Summer 2021 saw two large cohorts complete their 
Bronze DofE, we had 40 students in Year 9 and 50 students in 
Year 10 sign up for the award.

After Easter they got stuck in and threw themselves into their 
training, learning to meal plan, put up tents, cook on Trangia 
stoves, risk assess, follow the country and highway codes, pack 
rucksacks, do first aid, plan routes, navigate and use a compass. 
On the first day of their two-day Practice Expedition they started 

the morning completing some final training and packing their 
bags and then made their way through the Tunbridge Wells 
footpaths from the Academy to end up camping on Skinners’ 
playing fields in Southborough.

On the second day they walked for a minimum of six hours 
and 12km heading out towards Rusthall, Speldhurst, Penshurst 
and Tonbridge giving them the opportunity to get to know the 
local area better. They successfully navigated through woodland, 
farmland and local villages leaving nothing but footprints and 
taking nothing but photos. Their behaviour was outstanding 
and very safe and they were thoroughly good fun throughout.

We and the Bronze teams  would like to thank Peta Hampshire, 
Ben Johnson, Charlotte Hunter, Rebecca Martin, Sam Lyons, Robin 
Hall, Sarita Dallimore, Camille Widdison, Sean Skehan, Chelsea 
Shaw, Kim Tozer, Patrick Smethurst, Andrew Dennett, Emily Iles, 
and Hannah Couves (SKA DofE leaders and staff and volunteers) 
as well as the Silver students who helped with training.

It would not be possible to run DofE without the support of 
many other Academy staff and we are extremely thankful to 
everybody involved from the HR, Administration, Finance and 
Outdoor Education Teams to our Site Manager and our Estates 
Team for maintaining the minibuses for us. 
Mrs H Petitt and Miss H Simpson DofE Coordinators

The Duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award

Smiles in the sunshine (Silver)

At the beautiful White Cliffs in Sussex (Silver)

Navigating through the open countryside (Silver)Enjoying ice creams after the outing (Silver)
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“DofE has been one of the best 
experiences of my life . It taught me 
so many things, such as teamwork 
skills, leadership, communication 
as well as encouraging me to step 
outside my comfort zone. It isn’t just 
about map reading and walking miles, 
it brings you and your teammates 
closer, figuring out your strengths 
and weaknesses and becoming 
independent” Sariah Peddy Silver 

“DofE has honestly been one of the 
most exciting things I have ever done. 
Going out and camping with my 
friends, making amazing memories 
that I will have for the rest of my life . 
DofE allows you to build new skills 
and bond with your friends”  
Molly Blake Silver

“I thought the DofE experience was 
one worth having, I learnt more skills 
such as map reading and navigating 
with a compass . It was also a way 
I was able to socialise with more 
people . Half our group was not 
supposed to be with us and now we 
are all friends . My personal favourite 
bit was witnessing all the wildlife and 
nature while enflicting my navigation 
skills . I also recommend it because 
you miss a free Friday by learning all 
the safety and procedures before the 
walk” Phinneaus Garrard Bronze

“I think the favourite part of my 
expedition was seeing all the 
animals that we did! We passed by 
horses, cows, llamas, deer, frogs 
and countless bugs . We got pictures 
of loads of them! The weather was 
lovely and, although it was pretty 
tricky, it wasn’t an experience I regret . 
It was incredibly fun, and I would 
recommend it if you’re up for an 
adventure” Grace Lever Bronze

A furry friend helping out (Bronze)

Views of the route (Bronze) Views of the route (Bronze)A groan-worthy joke (Bronze)

Possibly the neatest campsite in the world! (Bronze)

Enjoying the (Bronze)
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Helping to prepare our 
students for the world 
beyond SKA
Over the last academic year, the Careers Department 
has focussed on supporting students via our Academy’s 
Careers website, combined with both live and virtual 
speakers, workshops, in-house careers events and  
one-to-one careers meetings. 
We are keen to support students with 
easily accessible and inspiring events 
and activities that will help prepare 
them for the world of work, or further 
education.

Some of our highlights include 
– Sixth Form Autumn Careers Live 
Talk programme, live virtual work 
experience workshops, business-led 
mock interviews, Canterbury University 
talks, UCAS Hub presentations and 
Personal Statements workshops 
which have been supported via our 
Academy’s online platform, Unifrog; 
in the Summer Term, the majority 
of Year 11 completed a three-week 
bespoke National Citizens Service 
programme, which included a series 
of ‘life skills’ workshops covering topics 
such as employability, volunteering and 
finance, and for the last week of the 
programme, the students participated 
in a ‘social action’ project in which 

they all excelled; in October, our Year 8 
students experienced an ‘Energy Quest 
Day’ in which they completed various 
hands-on experiments and learnt about 
the role and use of energy; in June and 
November our Year 7’s experienced 
the ‘Dragons’ Lair’ event, focusing 
on careers in the NHS (June) and the 
Army (November) – the students 
gained a wealth of insight into these 
sectors which provided them with a 
greater understanding of the diversity 
of opportunities available to them in 
the NHS and the Army; and finally, as 
always, every Year group has benefited 
and enjoyed the Careers fortnightly 
Tutor Time sessions, which in this term 
have included Career talks in ‘STEAM’ 
and ‘Gaming’ all of which have been 
packed full of career inspiration! 

Our Academy has also built a ‘Go 
Local’ programme, in which we have 
gained support from local businesses, 

Careers

Dragon’s Lair November event
The Year 7 students started the day with a 
career presentation from the Army, finding 
out all about its various careers, of which 
there are over 100! The students then split 
into teams and work on designing a careers 
poster, relating to one of the many careers 
within the army – soldier, veterinary, medic, 
IT, metal smith, music, and a lot more! Our 
‘Dragons’ then judged the posters, awarding 
first, second and third place – each group 
was presented with a certificate and prize 
(supported by Kent Paintballing).

A careers poster designed as part of ‘Dragon’s Lair’ 

Judging the ‘Dragon’s Lair’ careers posters

The ‘Dragon’s Lair’ presentation in November
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whether it be for live talks, mock 
interviews, offers of work placements 
and apprenticeship opportunities, 
support with Careers Events, or to 
support our Year 12 Business Mentoring 
Programme. We believe it is vitally 
important that our Academy has 
contacts with the community in which 
we live, to help us understand the day-
to-day life of businesses in Kent which 
provide a wonderful insight into the 
career network around us.

Throughout the last year, Virtual Work 
Experience opportunities have been key 
for students who are wanting to gain 
greater insight and experience into their 
chosen area of interest: our Careers 
Department has offered students a 
plethora of virtual work experience 
opportunities with the likes of Siemens, 
Airbus, Astrazeneca, EY, M&S, Nestle 
and the NHS (to name a few!) providing 
high-quality and interactive training 
that students can access easily and fit 
around their schedule. By engaging with 
virtual work experience, students can 
effortlessly build a rock-solid careers 
foundation that will serve them for years 
to come. One of the main providers of 
Virtual Work Experience is Springpod, 
which is free to students, from which 
they can gain valuable practical skills and 
knowledge – students earn a certificate 
on course completion, which they can 
add to their Personal Statement/CV and 
use the work experience programme 
as a talking point at any interview they 
attend.  

Our Careers Department is always 
trying to source live talks, to gain first-
hand knowledge for our students, and 
during the Summer Term gained some 
excellent interaction from Canterbury 
University, Pearson College London and 
businesses. We collaborated with local 
schools to deliver a series of virtual 
speakers: our Academy took part in the 
‘Inspirational Career Talks’ throughout 
March (Tonbridge Grammar School) and 
also the ‘World of Work Wednesday’ 
live talks (The Judd School) offered to 
students in Year 10 and above. All the 
speakers present engaging talks about 
their own career journeys, entry routes 
and offer a Q&A session at the end.

We are continuously developing our 
Careers Programme to ensure that all 
students are aware and have access 
to the full support available to them 
with regards to Careers. Students can 
easily access our informative careers 
website, Careers Department, year-
round opportunity to book one-to-one 
Careers Meetings and have access to all 
the excellent resources found online, 
including the Unifrog platform.

Over the last year, our Academy has 
been supported by various external 
providers which, as an Academy, we 
have greatly valued, from the Careers 
and Enterprise Company, Kent Choices 
(The Education People), Unifrog, 
National Citizen Service, NHS, Army to 
Kent Paintballing – all their support and 
guidance has been greatly appreciated.
Mrs J Lewis Academy Careers

National Citizens Service 
Programme
In the summer term, many of our Year 11 
students participated in a fabulous bespoke 
National Citizens Service Programme. It 
consisted of two off-site activity days, held 
at Kingswood Activity Centre in Ashford 
and two weeks of ‘Life Skill’ workshops and 
‘Social Action’ projects, that were based at 
the Academy.  

Sixth Form Autumn Career Talk programme about the NHS

National Citizens Service Programme

National Citizens Service Programme

National Citizens Service Programme
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Virtual Prizegiving  
Awards 2021

YEAR 7
Subject Student
English Harvey Baker
French Daisy Bowler
Maths Louis Stares
Science Thiago Marinez
DT Louis Stares
FN Alfie Cornford
PE George Ottaway
Drama Lila Jospeh
Music Daniel Ositelu
Art Oliver Mant
Geography Cadence Honeyands
History Harvey-John Baker
GPE Kimberely Ticehurst-Richardson
RS Isabelle Rourke
MYP PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Freya Kenyon
Communicators Aimee Watson
Humanities Student
Balanced Thiago Marinez
Caring Isabelle Rorke
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Padma Priya Padmasree  

Suresh Kumar

Principled Prikanth Jegatheepan
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Tom Hoffmann
Inquirers Callum Dodson
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Willow Williams 
Open-Minded Cadence Honeyands

YEAR 8
Subject Student
English Maximilian Caminada-Geffin
French Elizabeth Eade
Maths Charlotte Vallins
Science Elizabeth Eade
DT Daisy Halford
FN Lily Akhurst
PE Lauren Beard
Drama  Ava Dhanowa                                                                                   
Music Mckenzie Link
Art Aleksander Abela
Geography Emily Akhurst
History Lorenzo Finlayson
GPE Ava Dhanowa
RS Euan Hollingberry
MYP PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Ryan Longley
Communicators Oliver Breichsen
Humanities Student
Balanced Samuel Gray
Caring Doris Waugh
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Ryan Longley
Principled Daisy Halford
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Eirini Makarova
Inquirers Olivia Rorke

William Hunt
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Elizabeth Eade
Open-Minded –

As was the case with many of our Academy events, we were unable to have a full 
Prizegiving Ceremony this year due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic . We did, however, 
manage to recognise our young people’s hard work our via an online virtual ceremony, 
and the worthy  winners are listed here .
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YEAR 9
Subject Student
English Barnaby Ellis
French Kimberley Avery
Maths Cherry Carmichael
Science Daniel Lulham
DT Lolita Thurwell-Stapley
FN Mariela Dipotet Pinilla
PE Isabella Ryman
Drama Grace Lever
Music Annabelle Lind
Art Rhimaya Mascoll
Geography Ollie Bowler
History Madeleine Smith 
GPE Tia Chapman
MYP PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Archie Dowling
Communicators Oliver Sinclair
Humanities Student
Balanced Samuel Marsden
Caring Sacora Rose
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Eric Crundev
Principled Annabelle Lind
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Susie Hobbs
Inquirers Phinneas Necci-Garrard
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Frederick Clarke
Open-Minded Charlotte Mason

YEAR 10
Subject Student
English Toby Humphrey
Spanish Ryan Judd
French Noah Price
Maths Eloise Earl
Busniess Fern Sneddon
DT Ella Baker
FN Tily Squires
PE Tilly Mason
Drama Florence Bates
Music Marcus Melia
Art Abigail Baldock
Geography Connie Owen
History Katie Wareham
GPE Isabella Quinn
RS Ciara Hogben
IB PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Alexa Bagshaw
Communicators Roy Hunter
Humanities Student
Balanced Tily Squires
Caring Fern Sneddon
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Oum Mody
Principled Luca Abela
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Luca Abela, Luke Baker
Inquirers Elizabeth Ositelu
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Audrey Stanton
Open-Minded Charlie Bassett
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YEAR 11
Subject Student
English Mark Bartholomew
Spanish Megan-Ellis Smith
French Freddie Clout
Maths Freya Morley
Busniess William Ellis Smith
Science Ashleigh Clarke
DT Sophie Chantler-Weir 
FN Katie Fisher
PE Ben Neal
Drama Mila Todic
Music Nathan Lever
Art Emma Lawrence
Geography Sophie Chantler-Weir 
History Maria Asbury
IB PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Madeleine Phippen
Communicators Michael Hollamby
Humanities Student
Balanced Nathan Lever
Caring Carrig Duke
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Joshua Maton
Principled Oscar Couchman
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable –
Inquirers Chloe Gibb
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Freddie Clout
Open-Minded –

YEAR 12
Subject Student
Biology Archie Clark
Chemistry Rosie Hobbs 
Business Management Jack Lines 
DT Luke Diamond
English Emelia Brown
Film Studies Laurence Holmans
Geography Beatrice Owen  
History Edward Wislon-Duhig 
Maths Jacob Earl
Social & Cultural Anthropology  Victoria Adrados  
Theatre Daisy Parker
Visual Arts Heidi Payne
Applied Science Daisy Parker
Art & Design Emilia Brown
Music Performance Gabriel O'Meara
Sport Annie Miller
Financial Studies Szymon Smuszkiewicz
Language Development Archie Clark
IB PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Victoria Adrados
Communicators Anushka Parmar
Humanities Student
Balanced Amelie Forest
Caring Rose Baker
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Jack Lines
Principled Archie Clark
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Rosie Hobbs

Annie Miller
Amelia Stevenson

Inquirers Valentini Makarova
Forhad Rahman
 George Clarke

Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Jack Lines
Open-Minded Valentini Makarova
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YEAR 13
Subject Student
Biology Fairson Moreno-Soares
Business Management Isobel Mankelow
DT Imogen Skates
English Jasper Kelly
Geography Daisy Kneller
History Jakob Icke
Maths Fairson Moreno-Soares
Social & Cultural Anthropology Imogen Horlock 
Visual Arts Ellis Smith
Applied Psychology Erin Thomas
Art & Design Gabrielle Harris
Health & Social Care Imogen Horlock
Music Performance Kieran Lewis
Sport Alex Cole
Financial Studies Rebecca Cooney
Language Development Imogen Horlock 
IB PROFILE
Communications Student
Thinkers Mahmuda Anjuma
Communicators Ellis Smith
Humanities Student
Balanced Cody  Hollamby
Caring Katy Murphy
Science & Technology Student
Risk Takers Molly Nash
Principled Jakob Icke
Enterprise Student
Knowledgeable Imogen Skates 
Inquirers Jake Barden 
Expressive Arts Student
Reflective Isobel Mankelow
Open-Minded Nathan Friend 

SKA students

SKA students

SKA students
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