
Term 2: 

 

This term our unit of inquiry is ‘Life before humans can be investigated through 

evidence left behind.’  We will be following different lines of inquiry to help us discover: 

• How can we find out about the past? 

• What are dinosaurs and how do we know they existed? 

• Who has helped us to find out about the past? 

 

Our unit of inquiry will lead onto learning about the life of Mary Anning and the role 

she played in discovering different dinosaurs.  We are looking forward to finding out 

about cave paintings and how the fossils of different dinosaurs are identified.  We will 

be linking this learning to science by exploring which animals are herbivores, 

carnivores, and omnivores.  We will enrich our learning this term with a trip to Godstone 

Farm.  We will have the opportunity to meet the animals on the farm and explore the 

dinosaur trail. 

 

      
 

In English, we are beginning the term focusing on ‘Katie and the Dinosaurs’.  We will 

be predicting what happens in the story and describing the characters and the 

setting using expanded noun phrases and similes.  We are then taking on the role of 

Katie and will be writing a diary from her point of view about her adventures with the 

dinosaurs, as well as writing a letter to them upon her return.  Once we have found 

out more about dinosaurs in our unit of inquiry lessons, we will be exploring non-fiction 

texts and identifying the features of them.  We will then be using what we know to 

create our very own non-fiction booklets to go in our class libraries. 

 

      
            

In maths this term, the children will begin by learning how to add and subtract 1-digit 

numbers to and from 2-digit when crossing ten.  We will learn the ‘make ten’ strategy 

to support this.  For example, 17 + 5 can be done in two jumps to help us to add 

mentally: 

 
We will then apply this learning to add and subtract two 2-digit numbers.  The children 

will begin by adding and subtracting with no carrying or exchanging (i.e. 34 + 23 and 

45 – 31) and, when they are confident with this, will begin to exchange when adding 

(i.e. 35 + 27) and subtracting (i.e. 43 – 28).  The children will be taught a range of 



methods to solve these types of calculation, including partitioning, drawing 

representations of the numbers and number lines.  This term, they will also be counting 

money in pence and pounds, as well as making different money amounts using both 

coins and notes.  After this, they will then be applying this knowledge by adding 

money amounts together and calculating change.  At the end of this term, we will 

explore the concepts of multiplication and division by making equal groups, sharing 

into equal groups and using arrays to help us.  The children will also be beginning to 

learn to recall our multiplication and division facts for our 2, 5 and 10 times table. 

 

 

You might like to join in our learning by… 

• Finding out about different animals and their diets. 

• Researching different dinosaurs and their features. 

• Finding out about the life of Mary Anning. 

• Using a map to identify where different fossils have been found around the world. 

• Visiting the Natural History Museum in London. 

• Drawing a picture of a dinosaur using a range of 2D shapes. 

• Making your own fossil out of clay/playdough/salt dough. 

• Creating a dinosaur quiz for the class. 

• Writing instructions about how to look after a dinosaur. 

• Using a shoe box to create a miniature dinosaur habitat. 

• Reading dinosaur themed books. 

• Researching a time in history you are interested in. 

 

 

    


