
In Year 5 this term, the central idea for our Unit of Inquiry is ‘Technical advancements and engineering 

make theme parks safer and more entertaining’.  As part of this, we will be exploring the following 

lines of inquiry: 

• What are the different mechanisms used in theme park rides? 

• What are the positive and negative impacts of theme parks on the surrounding area? 

• What forces are evident in theme park rides? 

 

During our Unit of Inquiry, we will begin by researching and locating the different theme parks around 

the country and identify the different types of rides that people can experience.  We will then 

investigate the different mechanisms that each of these rides use in order to make them work and 

keep the people who are riding them safe.  We will also discuss which rides are the most popular types 

of rides and explore what it is about them that makes them so exciting. 

 

To further our inquiry, we will explore the different forces that are evident in theme park rides and 

how designers use these forces to their advantage.  We will investigate the different materials that 

are used in the construction of theme park rides and discuss why their properties make them suitable 

for the purposes that they are used for.    We will then create our own model theme park rides using 

the knowledge we have gleaned over the term. 

 

In English, we look at how marketing brochures can be used to persuade people to go to theme parks. 

We will explore how language techniques, such as hyperbole and rhetorical questions, are used to 

make the theme parks seem exciting.   

 

In maths, we will begin the term by looking at position and direction on a grid.  This will involve the 

children identifying the coordinates of a position on a grid and translating the position to another 

point on the grid.  The children will also learn about reflection and symmetry.  Following this unit, we 

will move on to converting units of measurement where the children will learn the about the 

difference between imperial and metric units and practise converting one to the other.  Any other 

time remaining in the term will be spent on revising the key aspects of the curriculum that we have 

covered this year.  

 

This term the children will also be participating in forest school sessions.  Throughout these sessions 

the children will be given the opportunity to learn how to use tools, work together as a team, and 

develop their confidence and communication skills. 

 

You may want to join our learning by…  

• Exploring online brochures about theme parks around the world – this website allows you to 

look at loads of them: https://www.themeparkbrochures.net/ 

https://www.themeparkbrochures.net/


• Go on some virtual rides – there are lots of good roller coaster YouTube videos – the 

coasterforce channel has loads or you can always type the name of your favourite 

rollercoaster. 

• Have a go at making your own roller coaster out of paper! We will do this in class but it 

wouldn’t hurt to get some practise in!  https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-

activities/paper-roller-coaster 

• Try creating your own roller coaster using a free online simulator: 

https://www.funderstanding.com/educators/coaster/ 

http://www.crazygames.com/game/rollercoaster-creator 
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