
Year 5 Term 5: 

In Year 5 this term, our theme is ‘how we organise ourselves.’  The central idea for our Unit of 

Inquiry is ‘The choices Governments make influence the lives of future generations.’  As part 

of our inquiry, we will be trying to answer the following:  

• How have politics changed over time and influenced our country? 

• How do our thoughts and opinions make us who we are? 

• How can politics shape our future? 

Throughout the term, we will investigate how the British political system works and how compare it 

to others around the world.  We will find out about the different levels of Government and how they 

influence the way that we live our lives.  We will also learn how laws in our country are made and 

how the Government collects and uses taxes to try and run our country. 

To further our inquiry, we will hold whole class debates in the style of the House of Commons.  We 

will create our own political parties with policies and manifestos to show where we think the 

Governments priorities should be.  Finally, we will also look at important events in British politics, 

such as the suffragette movement, which have shaped the way our political system works today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we will be studying the text ‘The Night Bus Hero’ by Onjali Q. Rauf.   The book is about a 

boy, named Hector, who causes lots of trouble.  After a particularly nasty prank, Hector thinks that 

everyone has just about given up on him, so he decides to change his ways and do something amazing 

to prove them all wrong.  The text will provide the children with many different writing opportunities 

to write in a variety of styles and we will focus on how we can adapt our writing to suit the audience 

we are writing for.  Within our writing we will also be focusing on grammar, punctuation, and spelling; 

having a short session of each element alongside our English sessions, to ensure our writing has flow 

and is well structured and clear.  



 

In maths this term, we will start by finishing our unit about decimals and percentages. During this 

unit, the children will be introduced to percentages as parts out of 100.  They will then learn to 

convert fractions, decimals and percentages and work out percentages of amounts.  We will then 

move on to focussing on calculating with decimals including adding, subtracting, and multiplying and 

dividing by 10, 100 and 1000.  If there is time, we will then begin a unit on shape and their properties 

where we will learn how to measure and draw angles accurately as well as calculating angles on a 

straight line and around a point. 

You may want to join our learning by…  

 

• Visiting the Houses of Parliament or going to see Number 10 Downing Street. 

• Researching political parties in our country to find out more about their policies and ideas.  

• Discussing differing views on key topics of concern in our society such as climate change and 

the NHS.  

• Writing a letter to your local MP asking about their role and how they support the people in 

our community. 

• Finding out information about an important political leader from a different country. 

• Find out about the upcoming local elections and who the candidates for your area are by 

using the following link: https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/council/voting-and-elections/future-

elections 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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