
Term 1: 

This term our unit of inquiry is ‘Society as we know it has been determined by existence, 

resistance and the desire to fight for what we think is ours’.  The children will be 

following different lines of inquiry to help us discover: 

- Why did people invade other countries? 

- What would it have been like to live in Viking Britain?  

- What impact remains from Viking settlers on modern British society? 

 

Our unit of inquiry will focus on invaders and settlers. We will explore how they invaded, 

why they chose to do so and how it has impacted our society. The children will explore 

key terminology linked to this period, using this to describe events and create timelines 

of the era. Through their inquiry, they will investigate life in the Viking age, including 

looking at artefacts and other sources, comparing these to the modern day. We will 

also focus on the development of Viking arts and crafts, creating our own 

interpretations of these items. In science we will be focusing on working scientifically, 

designing our own longboats, testing different materials and evaluating their success 

on the water. 

In English this term, our focus will be based on the book “The 1000-year-old boy” by 

Ross Welford. This story explores the journey of Alfie Monk, who is like any other 

teenage boy, except he is 1000 years old and can remember the last Viking invasion 

of England. We will use this text and a range of other stimulus to inspire our writing. 

Writing activities will include descriptive texts, diary entries, narrative writing, use of 

persuasive language and formal writing such as a newspaper report.  

In maths this term, we will be revisiting and developing our work on place value. We 

will be revising our knowledge of place value from how to represent numbers to 100 

and addition of tens and ones, before moving onto Year 3 objectives such as 

representing numbers to 1000, comparing and ordering numbers as well as counting 

in 50s and much more. The children will use a range of concrete resources to support 

their learning, including bead strings, base 10 and place value charts/counters, 

ensuring success for everyone.  

You might like to join in our learning by… 

- Visiting the Viking ship in Ramsgate 

- Investigating other places the Vikings invaded 

- Making a Viking helmet 

- Visiting the British Museum to find out more about Vikings 

- Investigating other invasions of Britain 

- Reading non-fiction texts about the Vikings (e.g. Horrible Histories Vicious Vikings) 

- Researching your local area to find out if there were any Viking settlements 

- Finding and making a Viking recipe (e.g. Viking bread) 


