
Year 5  

Term 1  

In Year 5 this term, our learning is focused around ‘Where we are in place and time’. The central idea 

for our Unit of Inquiry is ‘Peaceful resolutions to conflict can improve the quality of life’. As part of 

our inquiry we will be trying to answer the following: 

• Why do conflicts happen and how they can be avoided? 

• How are people affected when wars occur? 

• What can we learn from past wars and how can they help us to avoid future conflicts? 

We will begin our inquiry by looking at the events leading up to World War 2 and the reasons why 

the British Government decided to declare war on Germany.  We will then investigate the impact 

that this had on British society and how it dramatically changed the way people lived their lives. 

To further our inquiry, we will take an in-depth look at the Blitz and how this caused mass 

evacuation of children to the countryside.  We will think carefully about what life would be like as an 

evacuee and what it might have felt like to have undertaken this process.  We will discuss rationing 

and how the war impacted what people had to eat and why.  We will also look closely at the role 

that Women had to play in the war and how this changed they way that they were viewed by 

society.  Finally, we will talk about the main events of the war and how it was resolved. 
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n English, we will be using the core texts ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll.  The book 

tells the story of Olive, whose sister goes missing during an air raid.  She is then evacuated, with her 

brother, to the Devonshire coast to stay with a mysterious lighthouse keeper.  When she finds a 

mysterious coded note from her missing sister it seems that she has her own mystery to solve that 

could lead her to something dark and impossibly dangerous.  Through the text we will imagine what 



it was like to live through a war and explore a range of genres from letter writing, to writing diaries, 

to non-chronological reports. 

In maths, we will be focusing on place value this term. We will focus on interpreting negative and 

positive numbers, ordering and comparing number to a million, rounding with whole and decimal 

numbers and roman numerals. Throughout our focus on place value, the children will be using their 

knowledge to solve number and practical problems. We will also begin to look at addition and 

subtraction and the formal methods that are required when working with 5 and 6-digit numbers.  

We will also continue to regularly use Times Tables Rock Stars to continue to improve our fluency of 

multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. 

Our focus in PE is swimming and handball. PE will continue to be on Monday mornings, mostly 

outside, and swimming will take place on Friday afternoons, so please make sure that your child has 

their kit in school on these days so that they can take part in these lessons. 

 


