
Term 2 

In Year 5 this term, we are finding out ‘How the world works.’  The central idea for our Unit of 

Inquiry is ‘Earth is a unique planet in the solar system, perhaps the only one with elements that 

support and sustain life.’  As part of our inquiry, we will be trying to answer the following: 

• What makes our planet unique and how does it differ to other planets in our solar system? 

• Why and when did humans start to explore space? 

• What elements are essential to sustain life? 

Throughout the term we will be investigating why life exists on our planet and why it would be very 

difficult for any living thing to survive on the other planets in our solar system.  We will learn an 

abundance of facts about the different sizes and compositions of the other planets as well as why 

the sun is essential to help sustain life. 

To further our inquiry, we will learn about how humans have found out so much information about 

space.  We investigate why and when humans decided to try and explore space and identify the 

main events that took place during the ‘Space Race’ between the USA and the Soviet Union.  We will 

also design our own spacecraft and think about all of things that humans need to have in order to be 

able to survive in space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English this term we will be using ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce as our core text.  This book is 

about Liam, a boy who is too big for his boots, and his football strip, and his school blazer. But being 

super-sized height-wise has its advantages: he's the only eleven-year-old to ever ride the G-force-

defying Cosmic rollercoaster - or to be offered the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-legged Liam 

makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing with a group of adults for the chance to go into space. 

Is Liam the best boy for the job? Sometimes being big isn't all about being a grown-up. We will 

follow Liam’s adventure, using this to inspire our own writing. 



In maths this term we will be primarily focussing on multiplication and division.  We will concentrate 

on using our knowledge of place value to help us multiply and divide any number by 10, 100 or 1000.  

We will also learn about factors, multiples, and prime numbers to help improve our understanding 

of the times tables.  Following this topic, we will learn about statistics and how to record and display 

data in a range of different ways.  We will learn to read, interpret, and draw a range of different 

graphs and learn when it is appropriate to use each one. 

You might like to join in with our learning by: - 

• Designing your own space mobile, which includes all of the planets in our solar system 

• Researching the missions to the moon - to find which were successful and unsuccessful 

• Reading books about space to gather knowledge and deepen your understanding 

• Star gazing at night, to see if you can see any constellations in the sky 

• Drawing images of the moon and stars at night 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 


