
Year 5 Term 3: 

In Year 5 this term, we are finding out ‘How we express ourselves.’  The central idea for our 

Unit of Inquiry is ‘Communication, art and design can reflect identity, culture, tradition and 

history.’  As part of our inquiry, we will be trying to answer the following:  

• How did the Ancient Egyptians communicate and what can we learn from this? 

• What was art like in Ancient Egypt? 

• How has the culture of the Ancient Egyptians impacted on our lives today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the term, we will be investigating the culture and traditions of the Ancient Egyptians and 

how their lives differed from ours.  We will investigate the ways that they communicated and how 

they put in place the foundations for modern civilization.  We will also learn about the discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb and how important it was to help us understand what life would have been 

like in Ancient Egypt. 

To further our inquiry, we will be looking at the structure of society in the times of the Ancient 

Egyptians and learn about their beliefs and how these impacted on their everyday lives.  We will also 

discuss the importance of the river Nile and how life in Ancient Egypt centred around it.  Of course, 

we will also learn about the famous pyramids of Egypt and their significance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we begin the term be studying Egyptian Mythology learning about these stories and trying 

to develop our own ideas from them. We will also study the narrative, “Marcy and the riddle of the 

sphinx” by Joe Todd Stanton.  This book is about a girl named Marcy, whose father is an avid explorer.  

In an attempt to get her interested in exploration, Marcy’s dad travels to Egypt to try and retrieve the 

legendary book of Thoth.  When he doesn’t return, it is up to Marcy to overcome her fears and rescue 

him from the clutches of the Great Sphinx.  We will use this text to develop our own creative writing 

focusing on many of the Year 5 grammar and punctuation objectives.  



In maths this term we will begin by focussing a little more on multiplication and division.  We will 

concentrate at looking at more formal methods to multiply and divide, including multiplying 4-digit 

numbers by 2-digit numbers and dividing 4-digit numbers by a single digit.  We will then move onto 

fractions where we will learn to order fractions, find equivalent fractions as well as convert improper 

fractions to mixed numbers and vice versa.  Finally, we will begin to look at how to use fractions in 

calculations and find fractions of amounts. 

You may want to join our learning by…  

 

• Reading stories and books based around Ancient Egypt  such as:  

- The Time-travelling cat and the Egyptian Goddess by Julia Jarman 

- Mystery of the Egyptian Scroll by Scott Peters 

- Everything: Ancient Egypt (Nationa Geographic Kids) by National Geographic 

- What happened to the Pharoah’s brain and other questions about ancient Egypt by Tim 

Cooke. 

• Producing a factfile on an Egyptian Pharoah of your choice. 

• Learning how to write your name in hieroglyphics. 

• Looking at online exhibitions of Ancient Egyptian Artefacts:   

• Researching Famous people of Ancient Egypt and discuss your findings with friends and 

family.  

• Reading about Anceint Egyptian Mythology.  

• Taking a virtual tour of Ancient Egypt: -  

https://www.smithsonianjourneys.org/egypt-virtual-tour/ 

• Creating a piece of Ancient Egyptian jewellery. 

• Watching Horrible Histories “Awful Egyptians”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7WhIybg_Qo 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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