
Term 5: 

This term our unit of inquiry is ‘The ocean environment can be altered by human activity’ ‘The 

children will be following different lines of inquiry to help us discover: 

• How has pollution impacted our oceans?  

• What impact does global warming have on the oceans? 

• How have animals been impacted by changing oceans?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our unit of inquiry will explore how our ocean environment is impacted by the choices and 

actions of human activity- be that through pollution, global warming and more. We will 

investigate what impact they have had on our seas before exploring what can be done to 

solve the issues we are facing. In relation to our investigation of the oceans, in science we will 

be learning about rocks; how they are formed, what different types of rocks we have as well 

as fossils and what they can teach us about creatures on land and sea. Year 3 will become 

ocean explorers through our inquiry, finishing our exploration with a visit to Pett Level Beach, 

where we can see our learning in action. In  

In English this term, our focus will be on the fiction text ‘Ariki and the Great Shark’ as well as the 

non-fiction text ‘Atlas of Ocean Adventures’. In Term 5 we will be exploring narrative writing 

through imaginative stories, we will use this style of writing to develop our grammatical 

understanding of speech, cohesion, punctuation, and clarity of choice for audience and 

purpose. The children will also develop their understanding of poetry, using rhyming poems 

such as ‘The Sea’s Hands’. Year 3 will use exemplars to create their own rhyming poems, 

inspired by the ocean. Atlas of Ocean Adventures will also be used to support our writing of 

informative texts both in unit of inquiry and writing lessons.  

In maths this term, we will be finishing our work on length and perimeter before moving onto 

fractions. In fractions we will be doing lots of recapping from Year 2, to ensure we have a strong 

understanding of the key basics before moving onto the Year 3 objectives. We will be 

investigation, halves, quarters, tenths, counting in fractions, equivalent fraction, fraction of set 

objects and much more. Year 3 will use lots of concrete resources to support our understanding 

before moving onto pictorial and abstract representations.  

You might like to join in our learning by… 

- Visit the Sealife centre in Brighton to explore the creatures of the deep. 

- Go on a beach walk, what do you notice? Can you see the impact of humans on the 

beach? 

- Try rock pooling- what creatures can you find? Can you see any impact from humans?  

- Litter picking, do some litter picking in your local area to help our land and sea.  

- Research how you can reduce your impact on the oceans and see how you can make 

a difference.  

- Watch David Attenborough documentaries about the oceans- Blue Planet.  

- Visit your local pond and observe the area, what creatures can you see? What plants 

can you see? Note down any issues you see.  


